Editorial :  What a year we have had!  The prospects for Damper creek seemed poor when we experienced the devastatingly high temperatures early this year.  Yet, it surprised us all how much of the earlier plantings survived and even flourished.  The “friends” have planted thousands of plants this year.  Extra working bees were scheduled during the planting season and these have been a vital strategy in ensuring the survival of these plants.  It is a tribute to the dedication of our members that these extra working bees were as well attended as our regular working bees (though the endless supplies of Vivienne's fruit cake and Robert's yummy soup may have something to do with this).   Nature has helped with good rains which seemed to come to order immediately following our plantings.  Spring has shown us a reserve resplendent in new growth and the ever increasing army of volunteer weeders is ensuring the indigenous plants prevail over the weeds.  We have even seen good flowering of the Chocolate Lilies for the first time in several years.

The Friends of Damper Creek has also bolstered its position as a champion of local environmental causes with its support of the objection to the Sadie street development and in the process strengthened its ties with the Friends of Scotchman's Creek and Valley Reserve.  Members have gained much more than a pleasant reserve.  With our continuing series of guest speakers our members have been entertained by some superb speakers and are better informed on environmental matters.  Much work also goes on behind the scenes such as the Waterwatch programme, the work of the executive, application for grants and continual liaison with the council to ensure we are working towards a common goal.


I cannot leave my summary of the year that was, without mention of the Bush Crew.  These dedicated workers share our love of the reserve and tirelessly support the activities of the “friends”.  Site preparation, weeding, path maintenance and supporting the “friends” on working bee days are vital aspects of their work.

As you enjoy our end of year BBQ on November 29th you can be proud to have been part of a wonderful organisation which has contributed greatly to our community in 2009.  

The following contribution is from Judy Borg who, in addition to her delightful observations on the Damper Creek wildlife, also maintains the notice boards at either end of the reserve.

(I have yet to see any notice board in any reserve which always has current information. Ed.)

SPRING JOY AT DAMPER CREEK

What a wonderful Spring we’ve had, with heavy rain following intensive planting by Melbourne Water, and with FODC planting double time too. Now there is green, green, everywhere and with all the birds, especially rainbow lorikeet pairs, making it a garden of Eden. While the wattle birds joyfully – and noisily - do their best to command everything. (Even their young one, left behind on a sapling branch, takes to the air, squawks and circles back, just to take part.)  So many birds of every kind – even a family of yellow tailed black cockatoos visiting, and a resident family (now!) of the rare grey currawong, that can regularly be seen in the scrub area beside the path next to the playground. (Earlier, the handsome male could frequently be seen strutting on his long yellow legs in the dry grassland at the far end of the “out of bounds” area, just before the road dips down.) Lately we’ve been thrilled, as well, by sightings of parent and baby Tawny Frogmouth owls pretending to be a dead tree branch on a gum beside the tap, and [the other half of the same family, perhaps] on a tree atop the fern gully.  ([Look for long white droppings.

Everyone is thrilled, too, with the duck family’s seven half-grown ducklings, reared in the breeding pool.  While Junior and his mate had a batch too, near the reed bed where the long-necked tortoise likes to sun himself (opposite the little “bridge”, now removed). And best of all, perhaps, is that the pobblebonk frogs are back and already rocking: halcyon days ahead!

 Guest Speaker for November:

Barry Counsel

Topic: “The History of Damper Creek”

Guest Speakers for 2010

A full programme of guest speakers (one for each second month) has been devised for next year.  We guarantee an entertaining and informative year for FODC members.

Weeding Notes

Weeders working in the reserve should note that weed dumps should be in an unobtrusive location as the Bush Crew cannot pick up weeds regularly.  An existing location should preferably be used.  If a new location is extablished you should notify the Bush Crew.   

October Working Bee

There was a fantastic turnup to the working bee at the rear of Yatama Court with the onion weed taking a particular hiding.  Thanks to Graeme and Meg Jenkins for providing a great morning tea.

Palma's Plummet

Some may wonder why the area of the bridge below Alice Street is referred to as Palma's plummet.  The incident leading up to this name occurred during the working bee in June 1995 when the “friends” worked with the council to place the decking and rails onto the underpinnings of a new bridge.  The day started early, 7.30 am , and by the afternoon the 50 sleepers used for the decking had been cut to length, had holes bored  and were fixed with 9” bridge spikes.  Frank Palma, then the Vice-President, was working on the railing when his drill jammed.  Being an older model drill without reverse, Frank yanked on it to remove it.  He was stronger than he thought and it came out with such a rush that Frank toppled into the creek, landed on a rock and dislocated two fingers.  A swift trip to Box Hill hospital ensured there were no broken bones but a cut tendon later required remedial surgery.  Thereafter the bridge was named “PALMA'S PLUMMET”.

Thanks to Loretta Palma for the original article.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12:30pm (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:

	
	November
	Notes

	Meeting: 
	Wed 25th  -  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall

	No W-Bee:but BBQ
	No working bee

BBQ Nov 29th  12 noon
	Alice St / Sunhill rd entrances

	
	February
	

	Meeting:


	Wed 24th-  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall



	 W-Bee


	     Sun Nov 28th 12-00pm
	Middle Bridge
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	Helen Clements

helencleme@gmail.com
	98075952
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	Editor:
	Doug Scott
	417300866

	
	 Please email material for  the newsletter to  dougscott@optusnet.com.au
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