Editorial

On the Value of Trees

Recently, in search of some intellectual stimulation, I picked up a copy of Ronald Wright's “A Short History of Progress”.  I did not expect an environmental treatise from a book of this title but I was confronted, nonetheless, with a number of environmental lessons, learned the hard way, from civilisations that have risen and then fallen.

Of course, reasons for the failure of a society are many and various, but it is surprising how often trees, and the lack of care of them, have factored in the downfall of otherwise flourishing societies.  Of many examples, Easter island presents as an overwhelming example of the price a society pays for ignoring the environment.  From a thriving and sophisticated society with a population of over 10,000, Easter Island had declined into a barren windswept island capable of supporting only a few miserable souls by the time of its discovery by the Dutch in 1722.  Pollen studies have shown that the island was originally covered by good stands of Chilean Wine Palm, a noble and valuable timber.  However, by 1400 there was no more pollen in the sediments.  One can only imagine the fate of the inhabitants, with no timber for building or to make boats for fishing and no trees to bind the soil and shelter crops from fierce winds.

The fate of the Mayans also has some parallels to that of the Easter islanders, removal of the rainforest and subsequent depletion of the shallow soils has been blamed for the sudden disappearance of the population of some significant cities.  At least the Mayans were not imprisoned on a remote island.  

Mesopotamia, the so-called cradle of civilisation, is now a salt affected wasteland.  Half of the land in modern Iraq is classified as saline.  Where are the fabled Cedars of Lebanon?  How is it possible that northern Africa was the breadbasket of Rome? I could go on.  If you want to know more, read Ronald Wright's book or do your own research.

These lessons are relevant when we consider the aftermath of the fires and hear the calls for extensive tree removal.  The thin veneer of soil that supports agriculture and bushland alike is held in place by trees that break the force of the winds and rain.  The benefit from tree removal may be temporary, the cost of relying on shallow rooted grasses to do the job, immense.

Guest Speaker for April Meeting

We are fortunate in having a guest speaker from “Birds Australia” to address our next meeting.  Please join us in hearing what Janelle Thomas has to say about the “Threatened Birds Network”.  As usual our meeting will commence at 7:30 with our guest speaker.  We will allow 20 minutes for the presentation followed by question time and supper before re-convening for our usual business meeting.

Damage to Damper Creek Watercourse (Frank Carder)

At our last Alvie Hall meeting Romy said he had noticed what  appeared to be a missing stone in the face of one of the inlets to the creek.  I've had a good look at the spot, which is in the inlet closest to the wetland,  on the West side heading towards middle bridge. One of the little waterfalls where there is often silt from runoff over the path. Now I know the silt is not from the roads.
  There is no rock missing or moved, what is occurring is that on the right (Nth)side the structure has been undercut by water so that it appears a rock is missing.
A close look reveals a cavity that a couple of adults could fit into and I suggest that in time there will be severe damage as the rock walls fall into the cavity.
   It can sometimes be forgotten that the bed of Damper Creek and the works surrounding the drains that feed the creek are an artificial construction.  It is inevitable that there will be undercutting of some rocks and that some maintenance will be necessary to preserve the naturalistic effect of the creek.   Observations such as this provide valuable feedback to the council so that they may maintain the creek , not only for aesthetic integrity but for public safety. Ed 

March Working Bee

The working bee on Sunday March 29th was well attended.  The work of the day involved weed removal in the vicinity of the Middle Bridge and Palma's Plummet.  It is heartening to walk through this area now and to see a near absence of the once common Eharta Erecta.  The indigenous grass, Microlaena Stipoides is statrting to dominate some large areas of the reserve, along with several Austrodanthonia and Poa species.  Acaena (Bidgee Widgee) is a much maligned plant that serves a useful puropse by denying germination space to weeds.  This has been extensively planted and is a bane to dog owners with its sticky seed heads.  Observing how this grows in undisturbed sites, I predict that in coming years this will retreat to become a less significant part of the Damper Creek flora.  Dichondra Repens is also becoming re-established and together these plants work to eliminate the chances of weed germination.

Did you Know?

Only about 3% of the entire forest biomas in a clearfelled coupe ends up as usable sawn timber  and that 85% of Victoria's forest products end up as woodchips, sawdust and waste.

(source, “Parkwatch” March 2009  Journal of the Victorian National Parks Association, author Renowden)
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Suitable items can be forwarded to me by email at dougscott@optusnet.com.au

Please acknowledge sources where information is extracted from other publications

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12:30pm (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.
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