Editorial :  Notification has been received from the City of Monash that the proposal to develop the vacant land in Sadie Street has been dropped.   The wheels are now in motion for the land to be declared a public reserve, a move which should preserve the land in perpetuity.  That this has happened at all is a tribute to the observational skills of a few individuals who mobilised interest groups to take a public stand to oppose this development.

The land in question, sandwiched between a residential area and the Scotchman's creek reserve, seemed unremarkable, and it's development may well have gone unnoticed.  Bought to the attention of the Friends of Scotchman's Creek and Valley Reserve (FOSCVR) it became obvious that the land was not only unsuited to residential development but also carried remnant vegetation and formed a logical adjunct to the Scotchman's Creek corridor.  This land was saved by the combination of interest group activism, lobbying of local representatives and expert evidence from a local botanist which indicated that the area contained several endangered species.

The Sadie Street case is a good example of the synergies which exist among environmental groups.  Today I happened to accompany a group from the Whitehorse Community Indigenous Plants Project to the Karwarra Gardens in Kalorama.  What was remarkable (or perhaps it is not so remarkable) is that a number of members of the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary were also invited along, thus illustrating the interconnectedness of environmental groups. Indeed, I suspect that if you dig a little deeper, you will find that most members of environmental groups are members of more than one group or, at least, have alliances with several groups.  Thus, the combined action of concerned local residents with  FOSCVR and FODCR was able to preserve a precious remnant of our original environment.

 Guest Speakers

The programme of guest speakers continues to provide a compelling reason for attending FODCR meetings.  The September meeting was no exception with Dr Ian Penrose from “Yarra River Keepers” giving us a very entertaining rundown on  “What's Happening to the Yarra River?”  Dr Penrose certainly expanded my knowledge of the Yarra and I am sure that all who attended his talk departed with a greatly increased knowledge of “our” river.   Here are a few facts gleaned from the talk:  The much maligned Yarra originates in the hills below Mount Baw Baw, hidden from view in protected water catchment.  The Yarra is home to Victoria's highest waterfall, ( hidden in the water catchment), home to the short finned eel which travels 4000kms to the Coral sea to breed, is the site of Victoria's first factory, Dight's Mill, and has had it's course greatly modified in it's lower reaches.  The lake in the Royal Botanic Gardens was originally a billabong of the Yarra and the Morrell bridge was built on dry land and the river re-routed to flow beneath it.  The correct name for the Yarra in the language of the Wurundjeri people is Birrarung.  Wetland projects bult on its tributaries (such as Damper, Scotchman's and Gardiner's creeks) are vital to improve water quality and trap litter.  Dr Penrose concluded with the following quote from Jacques Cousteau “People protect what they love”

After hearing Dr Penrose, we all love the Yarra a little more.

Guest Speaker for November:

Barry Counsel

Topic: “The History of Damper Creek”

Guest Speakers for 2010

Our programme of speakers continues with Robert Dubal addressing the February meeting on the subject of native vegetation, Ian Nicholls in April on a geology related topic and yours truly on travel along a remote WA stock route.

Additional speakers are always welcome and your suggestions will be gratefully received.

Sustainable Living Workshops

The City of Monash is running a series of workshops on Sustainable Living.  Unfortunately the October workshop coincides with out monthly meeting.     

October 28th 

”Saving Energy, You Have the Power”

November 18th 

“Beating Water Restrictions”

Contact Anna Mezzetti on 95183423 for further details and bookings

Working Bees Additional Notes

The October working bee (November 1st) will work on the area behind Yatama court.  Please park and meet behind Alvie Hall.       Local residents will provide a BBQ at 11-00am.

There will be no working bee for November.  We will be holding our annual BBQ on that day, commencing at 12-00 noon.

Subscriptions due:

If you have a red newsletter this indicates your subscription has not been paid.  Note that an increasing number of members is taking advantage of “enduring membership”.  A one-off payment of $50-00 secures your membership for life.  You will never have to worry about subs again!

Weeding Sheets

Weeders who work outside official working bee times should complete a log sheet and leave it at the council depot at the end of each month.  The form can be found on the website www.vicnet.au/~damper

Waterwatch

Test results continually indicate a greater level of pollution (high conductivity / salt) in the south branch of the creek.  Waterwatch resultsare posted on the FODCR website. 

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12:30pm (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:

	
	October
	Notes

	Meeting: 
	Wed 28th  -  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall

	W-Bee:
	Sun  27th 10 am
	Alvie Hall

	
	November
	

	Meeting:


	Wed 25th-  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall



	No W-Bee

but BBQ:
	     Sun Nov 29th 12-00pm
	Alice St / Sunhill rd entrances


ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	President: 
	Helen Clements

helencleme@gmail.com
	98075952

	Secretary:
	Campbell Miles
	98037707

	Treasurer:
	Frank Carder
	98334383

	Editor:
	Doug Scott
	417300866

	
	 Please email material for  the newsletter to  dougscott@optusnet.com.au
	


Printed by courtesy of the City of Monash

as a community service.

Responsibility for editorial content

is solely that of the editor.

The Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc is supported by the City of Monash and Melbourne Water.

Damper Creek Reserve Inc is a member of ‘Landcare’ and ‘Land for Wildlife’ Volunteer Nature Conservation.

Damper Creek Bushland Reserve: part of the Yarra Catchment.
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