40 YEARS ON

The anniversary of the first meeting of the group which was to become the Friends of Damper Creek will be recognised by unveiling a plaque following our annual barbeque on November 30th.  Keen eyed observers will have spotted preparations for mounting the plaque on “Mushroom Rock”, located near Palma's Plummet bridge.  The wording of the plaque is as follows:

40 Year Commemoration Plaque

On 26th September 1968, a group of concerned Waverley residents met and formed 

“The Damper Creek Conservation and Development Group”

their efforts helped preserve this bushland reserve for future generations.

Erected in November 2008 in recognition of their efforts by the Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc.

The efforts of the two groups were recognised in an article published in the Monash Journal on November 1st.   (There is also a great picture of Kevin, Graham and Romy).

Barry Hunter

The following letter was received from Doris Hunter, Barry's wife.  The sentiment encapsulates the importance of Damper Creek to Barry and the sense of community that has grown around our favourite reserve.

Doris' letter reads -

 "Dear Helen, Would you convey to the members of Friends of Damper Creek Inc. my sincere thanks for the card and expressions of sympathy at the time of Barry's death. Thank you to the members who attended the service for Barry at St John's Uniting Church. By your attendance, it displayed the respect Barry received from the local community especially from the Friends' Group. 

 

In recent years, due to his ill health, he was unable to get down to his favourite area, but talked and thought about it a great deal. We hope to be at the 40 year anniversary in November, to pay respect to all those people, past and present, who have given so much of their time and talents to create a wonderful bushland area in the heart of Melbuorne suburbia. 

My family and I thank you once again for your condolences. Yours sincerely, Doris Hunter. 

Barry's life was honoured by an obituary in the October 28th edition of The Leader.

BIRD SPOTTING by Judy Borg

Today, as I looked closely at the colorful poster display of native birds (on the west side of the Stephensons Rd. board) I realised that, bar the lyre bird and the shrike tit and maybe one or two others, I’d seen all those birds on my walks through the Reserve in the past two years. What a bright display they make – though I think the Eastern rosella pair I saw today – brilliant scarlet flashing above green grass – outshone the ones on the poster.

I think it was all of two years ago when I encountered the goshawk pair near their nest in a tall gum atop the Tarella Rd. bridge – and later saw their fluffy, French grey babies. More recently, I came across a blue wren and his mate along the high path just north of the bridge. With his quick movements and flirting tail he was a delight to watch – while I smiled to think that some of the early Friends group, who still talk of the blue wren’s nest, safe in a big blackberry patch beside Middle Bridge, later cleared, would be pleased to see them too. A few days later I saw an elegant masked spinebill, sipping nectar from a yellow flowering bush along the path – then he flew to a branch nearby and burst into brilliant song. While at first I never noticed the larger red-brown pilot birds who feed on the slopes above the bridge, so well camouflaged against the mulch as they quietly dig for grubs and insects in groups of six or eight. [Frequently all you may notice is the cup sized holes, left behind.]

One day recently I stopped short in my walk along the wetlands path to peer at something– then turned to look at the little waterfall on my left, just as a pipit popped out onto the rocks beside it. They must be shy, I thought – wondering how many little birds might wait for walkers to pass by. I’d never seen a pipit before and wondered how many shy small birds we might see if we suddenly freeze. But one unusual visitor to Damper Creek: a yellow crested bronze wing pigeon, was not shy at all – or, at least, not with me. I encountered him one morning in late summer, when I’d gone down to photograph the dawn ceremony at the lake. The ducks were scarcely visible in the dark, but the bronze wing, with his little floppy hat of purest yellow, certainly was. It seemed to me he was humming a little tune too, as he worked away beside me, foraging in the leafy mulch, in a companionable way. I met him again later that week – foraging at noon on the path beside the gate down to the lake. But he didn’t seem to know me – or, at least, went on working as before. Then the sun caught his wing as he rose in the air – and shot it with bronze and slate grey and pink – and I went on my way feeling privileged. “Common bronze wing”? Not to me! While now I’m thinking we should all feel very privileged for the beautiful Reserve we sometimes take for granted – and thankful for the brave ones who worked to save Damper Creek and establish the Friends of Damper Creek group long ago. 

Sadie Street Development.

FODC is supporting an objection raised by the “Friends of Scotchman's Creek and Valley Reserve” to the sale of Council owned vacant land in Sadie Street.  The land, located between Sadie Street and the Monash Freeway, contains remnant vegetation and is a continuation of Fairway Reserve, an area which has been the focus of intensive revegetation efforts over the last fifteen years.

Ted Mason, the President of the Friends of Scotchmans Creek and Valley Reserve (FSC&VR) addressed our October meeting.  The FSC&VR propose that the land should be re-zoned and added to Fairway Reserve. Having visited the area, the noise from the adjacent Monash Freeway makes the land entirely inappropriate for housing. If you wish to check it out, go to the west end of Sadie Rd and walk back to the east via a gate beside the Freeway and behind the houses on the south side of Sadie Rd.

The meeting unanimously approved a motion: to support the FSC&VR submission.

 Helen Clements and Campbell Miles will represent our group. We will keep members informed of developments.

November Meeting

Don't forget the meeting on Wednesday Nov 26th.  As well as keeping in touch with the activities of FODC it's a great chance to plot and plan for 2008 during the after meeting coffee.

Annual Barbeque and Christmas Celebration

Don't forget our special celebration at 12-00pm on Sunday November 30th (following the working Bee)  Meet the stalwarts who saved our reserve from development 40 years ago.

To allow us to cater effectively, please email Helen on helencleme@gmail.com or call Graham Lawrenceon 98079215 or Kevin Ryland on 9807 4933.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 -30 (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


November 2008
Notes

Meeting: 
Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall



W-Bee:
Sun 30th  -  10 am
Middle bridge


February 2009


Meeting:


Wed 25th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall



W-Bee:
    Sun  March 1st-  10 am
Middle bridge
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