Visitor to Damper Creek

On the afternoon of may 3rd I received an excited call from Ray Anderson.  Ray had spotted a Powerful Owl in a tree near his home.  Knowing that sightings of this bird are highly significant in urban areas, I did not waste any time in getting down there with my camera.  In spite of the attention from several photographers the owl appeared unperturbed as we snapped away.  I returned later that evening to observe our subject at dusk.  As the light level dropped to an insufficient level for photography, our friend started to stir and, after a few minutes preening, silently glided off his perch to begin hunting in Damper creek.  The size of this bird became apparent as it flew away.   With a wingspan over one metre and a body up to 60cms it is our largest owl and a very impressive bird.

Who knows what our fellow dined on that night?  Powerful owls are fearsome predators who can quite easily take possums and rabbits as well as other birds.  Their hunting range is extensive, being up to 10km from the nest.  It is possible that this specimen is from Blackburn lake where the species has been observed.  The incursion of this top level predator into Damper creek is an indication of the improvement in habitat which has characterised this area.

I returned the following day in the vain hope that the fellow had returned to the same perch but, unfortunately, he had not.  Keep your eyes open for a fluffy bundle perching low in the trees.  We are keen to hear of any further sightings.   ed

More of Water and Water birds

Much has happened since the big March rains, following which I saw (on different days) a large heron and an egret in the wetlands.  A little later , when the water had subsided, I stood and watched an ibis nosing in the creek bed below me, just down from the middle bridge.  The wind storm of Wednesday April 2nd bought many young and old trees down, but little rain.  The lake has been turgid since, perhaps the result of a sewerage leak on Easter Sunday morning.  Though I’ve encountered the duck pair on the lake, I’d not seen the young ones (or the chestnut teal pair, Junior etc.) for some time.  I was delighted, then, one day early in April, to see the duck family -parents and three nearly grown youngsters- paddling in fresh water in the small pool above the breeding pond and main lake.  It’s a narrow space: two metres by five, perhaps, and they were doing tight manoeuvres in evidet enjoyment, while feeding or maybe just drinking, too.  Clear Water Day again!  But alas, the lake remains foetid.  

Overnight rain has continued to keep the upper pools clear and yesterday (Thursday April 17th) I glimpsed our “one and only” red and purple Crimson Rosella. (Usually seen in Sherbrooke Forest) bathing in the deep, clear pool near the fern gully.  But where have the season’s ducklings gone?  I suppose three out of eight ducklings is a reasonable survival rate if you don’t want overpopulation.  But in fact (see “Duck Piece III Oct ’07) the female once paddled with 14 under her wing…. Well 8 tiny ones of her own and 6 she fostered.  (you may, perhaps,  hear the whole story from Sue Nicholls, the wonderful wildlife rescue lady, when she speaks at our FODC meeting later this year.)  But what happened, then, to the tinies?  Maybe a fox?  While our resident lakeside Kookaburra and the grey Butcher Bird both looked in uncommonly good condition at the time- and the Butcher Bird in fine voice.  The latter is arguably our best Australian song bird.  I shall speak something in his defence…perhaps next time.

p.s. I have since seen three Crimson Rosellas feeding together on the high lawn near Bengal Crescent, perhaps our regular resident plus an additional pair.  There have been two young ones in the vicinity of the fern gully; khaki with splotches of incipient red and purple-blue.

Judy Borg

Special FODC Working bee 

The working bee on April 27th concentrated on the long-neglected area near Golf ave.  The workers were treated to a BBQ at the conclusion of the weeding, courtesy of the residents of Yatama Court.  Our thanks to Graham Jenkin, Meg Ralph and others who came up with the brilliant idea of hosting a working bee.

This area has a number of difficulties, including a number of willow trees which make revegetation of the area a difficult prospect.  The future of the willows is under consideration but it is unlikely they will be retained in the long run as they are incompatible with the development of Damper Creek as an indigenous plant area.

Mountain Visitors

Fans of country music will have no doubt what it means when “The Currawongs come down from the mountains”.  The first snow in the high country has coincided with the arrival of a number of Currawongs at their regular wintering spot in Damper Creek.  The carolling calls of the Currawong are a welcome addition  to the winter soundscape .

Weeding in Damper Creek

Friends are reminded that weeding activities are to be reported to the Bush Crew .  Weeding conducted by friends is a valued addition to the maintenance of the reserve and the council is keen to record the volunteer labour that goes into making the reserve the success that it is.   A form for reporting your activities is downloadable from our website and completed forms should be left in the letter box at the depot gate near the end of Richard Rd.  Weeds should be left in defined piles for collection by the Bush crew.  Plastic bags should not be used

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


May 2008
Notes

Meeting: 
Wed 28th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:
Sun Jun 1st  -  10 am
Middle bridge
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Jun 2008


Meeting:


Wed 25th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

Guest Speaker

W-Bee:
     Sun 29th -  10 am
Middle bridge
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