Bellbird Corner Development

At our March meeting David Fisher from Melbourne Water gave us a preview of plans for the works to be conducted in the creek bed at the corner of Stephenson’s Rd and High St Rd.  This area is long overdue for remedial works to repair erosion damage and prevent further deepening of the stream bed in this area.  

The works, which are designed to slow down water flow and trap litter and sediment, will comprise three rock structures with pools. Two of these will be along the main creek bed and one at the side branch which comes from High St Rd..  (This side branch often experiences sustained high flows as it is used to carry water used to flush the reservoir at the top of High St Rd.).  The project will place a high priority on preserving existing trees and existing vegetation and disturbance to the existing stream banks will be minimised.  The area around the structures will be heavily planted with sedges, mostly Carex and Juncus species which will bind the banks, slow down flow and prevent further erosion.

Melbourne Water will use rocklaying contractors experienced in this type of work.  At present it is planned to use rocks from the Coldstream quarry in preference to basalt from Western Victoria which has the potential to introduce weeds to the area.  An example of stream bed stabilisation using rock from the Coldstream quarry may be seen in the creek between Main St and Blackburn Rd in Blackburn South.

Damper Creek Historical Notes for April
Have you noticed the large earth humps on the west side of the reserve south of Warren Court.  These are all that remain of the ill fated gold mine that was started in the late 1800s.  Following the gold discoveries in Glen Waverley and the formation of the Holland's Reward* mine in 1893 to operate near what is now the Mountain View Hotel, further fossicking in the district revealed gold specks in Damper Creek.  A couple of the local farmers resolved to explore the Damper Valley and staked a claim on a slightly sloping area to the west of the creek.  They intended to commence operations by sinking a shallow shaft by hand and if payable ore was found, then float the company.  In keeping with typical naming traditions at the time the mine was given the endearing name Flower of Damper Valley mine.  

According to contemporary reports it took a couple of weeks for these "amateurs" to sink their shaft some 40 feet using a hand operated windlass and bucket.  Apparently they were plagued by falling earth and collapse of the shaft which needed extensive shoring.  For some reason they had a dispute with the local woodcutters and they had to purchase and carry rough timber from some miles away while watching the local logs being transported on the tramway past their mine site.  A later report suggests that after setting up a horse powered windlass and reaching a depth of some 60 feet they suffered severe flooding.  To handle the continuous water flow they installed a small Ford engine powered pump.  They were then able to dig down to about 100 feet through the basalt and claimed to have found hundreds of pounds worth of gold.  

As they prepared to float the company on the Eastern Vic Stock Exchange, the Shire of Waverley became interested and bought the lease in 1894 from the farmers Lirpa and Loof in the hope of offsetting the increasing costs of running the Shire.  Unfortunately it found that the mine had been "salted" with gold ore and was found to be worthless.  However the Shire did redeem some benefit by charging local "tourists" 3 pence to ride the bucket to the bottom of the shaft.  It later used the mine shaft as a rubbish dump.  Up until the late 1970s some of the relics of the operation were still visible in the scrub on the slope below the site. 

 From the first April files of the Waverley Historical Society.

*  Cattlemen to Commuters – Susan Priestley 1979.

Special FODC Working bee 

A bbq will be held on Sunday 27 April 

after the working bee in the Damper Creek area in between Yatama Cres and Golf Avenue. The working bee will commence at 10am . The Bushcrew will supply gloves and bags. There will be a short break for a clean up. The bbq will commence at 11.30am.   All food will be provided but please BYO chairs/mats, special drinks, sunscreen, appropriate clothing for the occasion etc. The bbq is a thank you (initiated and catered for by Graham Jenkin and Meg Ralph and the residents of Yatama Crescent) for the work being done by the Friends to maintain and revegetate that area. A very nice community event.  Please bring along family members too, but RSVP's would be helpful for catering 

Enduring Membership

We know how difficult it can be to keep your membership up to date.  In order to relieve you of the stress of finding your annual membership fee, the Committee has decided to offer unlimited membership for $50-00.  You never have to worry about keeping your membership up to date ever again.

A Hard Life for City Birds

From the annals of New Scientist magazine comes the news that birdsong is changing under the influence of increasing urban noise.  Richard Fuller of the University of Sheffield has found that some local robins have abandoned the traditional dawn chorus and taken to singing at night to avoid the din of early morning traffic.  Nightingales in Berlin simply sing louder, up to 95 decibels, that is 14 decibels higher than their forest dwelling cousins.  Other birds respond by increasing the frequency of their call.  Hans Slabbekoorn of Lieden University found that great tits in cities sang with a tune 200 hz higher than their rural kin.  

With the passage of time, natural selection will favour birds more adept at changing their tune, perhaps to the extent that urban and rural birds no longer interbreed, effectively becoming separate species.  Researchers Slabbekoorn and Ripmeester of Lieden University believe they have observed speciation taking place between rural and urban varieties of the European blackbird.  In addition, birds that rely on low frequency calls are unable to adapt and are deserting the city or becoming rare.  An example of this is the common house sparrow which is now becoming rare in many European cities.

Since birdsong is directly related to breeding success it seems likely that the species mix in urban parks such as Damper Creek will change. Who knows what we may lose in a noisier future?

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


April 2008
Notes

Meeting: 
Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:
Sun 27th  -  10 am
Golf Ave / Yatama Crt
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Meeting:


Wed 28th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

Guest Speaker

W-Bee:
     Sun 1st Jun-  10 am
Middle bridge
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