COMMITTEE CHANGES

With the passing of the two year period allowable by the constitution,the position of Vice President was vacated and Ian Nicholls was elected as our new Vice President.  All other positions within the executive and committee remain as before.

Thanks were extended to the executive and committee for their wonderful work during an eventful year.  Achievements included a succesful grant application from Melbourne Water and numerous instances of lobbying the council over reserve management issues.  Much work goes unnoticed, such as the continual updating of the notice board (thanks to Judy) the maintenance of membership lists and finances (thanks to Frank) and the unremitting recording of meeting minutes (thanks to Helen).  As newsletter editor I would also like to thank all members who have contributed content to the newsletter and have saved members from my ramblings.

Twining Glycine

Observant workers at the last working bee may have noticed a delicate creeper climbing a star picket near the junction of the fern gully with the main Damper creek stream.  Closer inspection would have revealed many tiny purple flowers on the creeper, looking rather like a sarsparilla (hardenbergia violacea) in miniature.  This plant is theTwning Glycine or Glycine clandestina.

Campbell Miles tracked down the following information on this plant::

“Glycines are soybeans and hence part of the legume family and this plant is  So this is one of a number of Australian representatives of the worldwide soybean family.  They grow in grassy box woodlands. Being legumes [pea family of course in view of the flower], the roots have nodules containing Rhizobium bacteria allowing the plant to fix nitrogen directly from the atmosphere.

 

All that from one little plant in our reserve. Importantly the Australian soybean representatives are resistant to soybean rust and are being investigated to try and transfer this resistance to the species used for food production.”

 The 40th Anniversary Christmas bbq

This year represents a milestone in the life of Friends of Damper Creek, 'On 26 September 1968 a group of concerned Waverley residents met and formed 'The Damper Creek Conservation and Development Group', the precursor of FODC.  Their efforts preserved this bushland reserve for future generations. 

Over 40 years there have certainly been many who have had contact with FODC or it's precursor who are no longer FODC members.  If you are in contact with  any such people, please pass on the attached invitation, they are more than welcome to attend.  Remember that an rsvp is required so we can properly cater for the event.

Nesting Boxes (byJohn Poppins)

John has suggested that the Monash World Environment Day prize money put up by Maroondah Credit Union be used to add to and to replace damaged nest boxes within the areas of interest of Friends groups in Monash.
    John has found a source appropriate materials and has gained the cooperation of  members of the Waverley Woodworkers to construct the boxes.  There is also potential to involve Scout groups in this project.

Specific designs are available to suit different species such as  parrots, kookaburras, ducks, owls, possums, sugar gliders, bats.  The sighting of a Powerful Owl in the reserve raises the possiblity of encouraging this species to take up residence by providing a suitable nesting box.

As John has approached other Friends groups within Monash, FODC needs to research the requirements for Damper Creek reserve to have appropriate boxes built for Damper Creek.  Note that, 
for Occupational Health and Safety reasons, installation and management must be carried out by   Monash council employees. However, it may be possible to provide some boxes for installation on suitable private property .




Compost & Worm Farming Workshop - Tuesday 30 September 10am - 12pm. Civic
Centre Function Room, 293 Springvale Rd, Glen Waverley  booking.ph: 9518 3585

Walktober at Jells park - 

Friday 3 October 2pm - 4pm. Parks Victoria
ranger is running an informative walk...could be interesting. Also $1.50 coffee & $5.00 Devonshire tea at the Tea house.
Bookings: 9518 3585

Working Bees 

Sunday 28 September is Clean Up the World Day -

 Meet at Park Road carpark from 10 - 12.30pm. Morning tea at 11am. All welcome. Please make sure that children are supervised by a responsible adult.  

 

As decided at the August  meeting, working bee times have been extended to 12.30pm.

BYO Mug 

In order to avoid the use of disposable cups at working bees, please bring along your own (reuseable) mug for morning tea.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12-30(morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


September 2008
Notes





Meeting: 
Wed 24th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall



W-Bee:
Sun 28th  -  10 am -12-30pm
Park rd car parkt)


October 2008


Meeting:


Wed 22nd  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall



W-Bee:
     Sun26th-  10 am - 12-30pm
Middle bridge
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