A Small but Enthusiastic Band

Our July working bee was conducted under chilly conditions with a sprinkling of rain towards midday.  A small but enthusiastic band eagerly planted over 1000 plants on the slope above the path near Bengal Crescent.  Amid the usual cries of “What is this we're planting?” we filled in an area that had been carefully weeded and mulched by the bush crew over the last year.  In answer to the bewildered queries the following plants were identified: 

Poa sieberiana: one of a number of similar tussock grasses, growing to nearly a metre high when in flower.

Kennedia prostrata: commonly known as a “Running Postman”.  This plant scrambles along at ground level with a leaf similar to clover.  The flowers are a brilliant red pea flower with a yellow spot in the middle.

Leptorhynchos tenuifolius: a spidery ground cover with miniature daisy buttons.  This plant was in full flower at the time of planting.

Pomaderris racemosa: a slender shrub or small tree with small oval leaves and yellow flowers in the spring. Other taller Pomaderris species are in the Reserve.

Clematis microphylla: the small leaved clematis scrambles over low shrubs and gives a spectacular show of white flowers in late winter and spring followed by an equally spectacular display when the seeds, with their feathery tails ripen in the summer. This is flowering in the Reserve at present looking like a bridal train.

Of course the best part of the working bee is the morning tea break where most of the problems of the world are solved.  Thanks to Cameron for tending the camp fire and for comestibles, thanks to Ruth and to Vivienne for again baking a fruit cake (the recipe was included in the last edition of Damper Creek Doings).

Guest Speaker for 27 August

Sue Nichol will be addressing the August meeting of FODC.  Sue is an experienced wildlife carer, having been involved for many years in the rescue and care of distressed and injured wildlife.  Sue's talk will precede the annual general meeting.

Annual General Meeting 27 August 

 The committee welcomes nominations for the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and executive ordinary members.  Involvement in the executive is guaranteed to provide an exciting insight into the way FODC can influence the development and maintenance of Damper Creek. Nomination forms may be downloaded from our website (thanks Philip, our webmaster).

So, don't just sit on the fence, get involved!

Rain Gardens (Bio-retention basins)

Several FODC members attended a public forum on Rain Gardens held by the Friends of Scotchman's Creek and Valley Reserve.  The work of the City of Monash was described with completed projects being a shopping strip in Marianne Way and an area in Holmesglen.  It is clear that the term “Rain garden” covers a wide range of landscaping options, starting from simple interception of runoff from hard surfaces into a highly absorbent area, as in Marianne Way, to large scale engineering with extensive plumbing to cope with extreme flows.  Projects may be highly naturalistic or formal.  The features all share in common are filtering and absorbing media and planting species which can utilise large amounts of water delivered at infrequent intervals but then survive long dry periods.  Rain gardens require periodic replacement of the absorbing media, which with time becomes clogged and contains a build-up of toxic contaminants. This replacement is probably on a 20 year cycle.

The Friends of Damper Creek remain committed to the rain garden concept as a method of controlling flow and removing pollution from our waterway and will continue to lobby Council to have storm water inputs to Damper Creek treated by this method.

An Alternative Method of Land Rehabilitation report by Campbell Miles

On Sunday 20 July, I participated in a planting day at a highly degraded site west of Melbourne, near Bacchus Marsh.    

The area, known as the ‘W. James Island Reserve’, is very large by Damper Creek standards (200 hectares) and was heavily infested with serrated tussock and rabbits.  There is no remnant vegetation to speak of.

Industrial scale techniques are required to tackle such a site.  Following initial aerial spraying of the serrated tussock grass and rabbit control measures, the land was ripped along the contours to a depth of one metre.  The rip lines were spaced at two metre intervals, creating “swales” which trap water and minimise erosion.

Ninety volunteers were arranged into teams of eight, assembling the plant guards, preparing the ground, planting and then erecting the guards in the ripped swales.  Another team kept the planting parties supplied with plants and guards while the local CFA unit supplied a water tender so all 4000 plants could be watered in by bucket as the slope was far too steep for the truck. 

The Bacchus Marsh Lions Club provided hot lunches and afternoon teas. 

The ultimate aim is to plant 200,000 plants on the Reserve. Planting started three years ago and survival and growth of the plantings has been very rewarding with birdlife beginning to return. 

“The Island” is owned by Conservation Volunteers Australia.  This project is described on the website: ‘www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au/grow-west/’ 

Campbell attended this project as a member of the  Victorian National Parks Association, one of several Green and Conservation Groups involved in the project.

Extra working bees – Planting

On the advice of Michael Grant, the next working bee on 10 August will be the last of the planting working bees for this year.

The Bush Crew have already completed their planting program in Damper Creek Reserve for 2008 and we have accepted their advice that we should do the same next year. 

Monash Council has decided this due to the current conditions of low average rainfall and they will commence planting earlier in autumn in an attempt to get extra rain to allow the plantings to be better established.  We used to plant through until the end of October and even in to November.  In 2009 we will also begin the planting program in early autumn and continue with twice monthly plantings, finishing in August.



Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek
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