Welcome to 2008

Good news!  Our application for grants from Melbourne Water have been successful and I am pleased to report that  a grant of $10,000 has been granted for the provision of plants and additional grants of $300 for administration and $500 for promotion.

Grants of this magnitude are not easily come by and credit for this fine outcome must be given to Helen and John Clements whose diligence and persistence produced this magnificent outcome.

We can now look forward to extensive planting during the year with (in all likelihood) extra working bees during the planting season.

Christmas BBQ / New Seats

Extra significance was added to the usual end-of-year bbq with the unveiling of plaques to two of FODC’s stalwarts on new seats in the reserve.  An early working bee installed two new seats provided by the council into positions of significance for the individuals being recognised.   Walkers in the reserve will find a new seat recognising Barry Hunter’s efforts, near the Sunhill road entrance to the reserve, while the tribute to Frank Palma will be found at the top of the steps leading from the main bridge to Bengal cres.

Clear Water Day (by Judy Borg)
I suppose most of us can remember the light rain that fell early in the morning of Thursday 29th January, after a mini drought, following the rains that brought in the new year. When I went down to Damper Creek for my morning walk, the first flush of clear water was just coming through into the top pool, below Stephenson’s rd. It must have taken a long time to fill the pools down each level, for I’d reached Park Rd. and returning, passed the lake. I was almost as far as the seat and Wetlands sign, when I saw the fresh water pouring into the empty sandy-bottomed pool below me.  I decided to retrace my steps to the lake – hurrying now.

I just made it to the lake when the first flush of fresh water came through. Suddenly there was a flotilla that passed me at speed as ten ducks paddled swiftly on the stream. There were the two pairs and Junior – and the three half-grown ones from the first batch. And last was the chestnut teal pair (like footmen in their livery). They all kept pace, together, ‘til they reached the dam wall, where they dispersed and began to feed.

Next day I stopped near the lower ford before the fern gully, to see the young male rosella bathing in a fresh pool. (Usually I walk on – which may make him cut short his ablutions and fly off, I decided – for now he continued while I watched, keeping quite still.) I was spellbound by the luster of his red, green and yellow feathers against the dark mulch and rock of the shady bank behind him. (While atop was an English blackbird, quietly waiting his turn.)

Today (Saturday) the lake was still clear and the female duck showing off her thriving second batch of five, below the rock wall.

Sightings

The acceptance of Damper Creek by wildlife is one of the indicators by which we judge our regeneration efforts.  It is, therefore, heartening to hear that, just after Christmas, Roger and Leslie Langdon spied Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoos in the reserve and on the same walk also saw a Blue Tongue lizard.

Judy Borg also discovered a nesting box which had fallen from its perch and, on closer examination by Mark, showed the unmistakable signs of having been used by Sugar Gliders.

Alice St Turnaround Bay

The area used by the garbage trucks to turn at the end of Alice St has long been an eyesore as the trucks had to mount the kerb to turn, thereby destroying any planting conducted on the verge.  This situation is now resolved by the construction of a proper turning bay.  Although this has diminished the area available for planting, the remaining area can now be planted in confidence that it will not be destroyed by trucks.

Clean up Australia Day falls on our nominated day for the first working bee for the year.  FODC will be hosting a Clean-Up site and we will meet at the Park rd car park.

Earth Hour March 28th
Demonstrate your commitment to the planet on March 28th by turning off your lights for one hour from 8pm.  You can make it official by registering on the website www.earthhour.org/sign-up
St John’s Wort

Who would have thought that weeding could be a dangerous activity?  I received a report from a member of the “Far South Coast Conservation Management Network’ of a severe reaction as a result of pulling plants of St John’s Wort.  The day following the weeding session the weeder suffered the following symptoms: dry mouth, aching joints, headache, dizziness, lack of energy , distorted sense of taste and lack of appetite.  The weeder was bedridden for two days and did not return to normal until the fourth day.  All this occurred in an experienced weeder who had previously pulled the same weed without ill effect.

Luckily St John’s Wort does not occur in Damper Creek but the lessons to be learned are that sensitivity to chemicals can build up over time, that gloves should be mandatory and that a little research will pay dividends in preventing such problems (St John's’Wort is known to produce ulcers on exposure to light in cattle).  

Rain Gardens

Anyone interested in Rain Gardens can get a first-hand view in Fulton Rd Blackburn South.  Construction has just begun in an area to the west of Bungalook nursery.  The coming months will see the transformation of a rather ugly area into an extension of the extensive planting along Wurundjeri Walk (with obvious parallels to Damper Creek).

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between "Informal", "Committee" and "Guest Speaker".

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek
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February 2008


Meeting:


Wed 27th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


 Sun 2nd Mar- 10 am     
Park Rd Car park
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Wed 26th Mar 7-30pm
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Sun 30th Mar -10-am


Middle Bridge
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