August Meeting  Special guest speaker

Dr Tim Fletcher of the Monash University  Faculty of Engineering will be our guest speaker for the August meeting.  Dr Fletcher will speak on the topic of “Interaction between Stormwater and Stream Health”  He will also talk about Riparian (or river side) vegetation………..The talk will be followed by an informal supper and the final item for the night will be the (short) AGM.

Damper Creek Brochure

A brochure has been completed and published to provide information to the public on Damper Creek and it’s “Friends” group. This information bridges the gap between the council brochure which also includes Valley Reserve and this newsletter.  The brochure will be available at meetings, working bees, libraries and notice boards.  An initial run of 300 copies has been produced.  Thanks to Campbell Miles for his excellent work on this brochure.

28 Park  Rd Saga

The second hearing regarding the development of this block will be held on Wednesday July 25th  at 10-00 am at 55 King Street Melbourne.

Support from FODC members and any other interested parties is welcome as the number of supporters attending is an important consideration of the tribunal chairman.

We suggest supporters meet at the Mount Waverley railway station at about 9-50.

For the benefit of new members; FODC has decided to oppose a developer’s proposal to develop a 28 Park Rd as a dual occupancy development on a number of grounds, mainly due to loss of habitat and visual amenity from the reserve.

Duck Piece

"Just a couple of ducks", we tend to say, as we pass them on the pond. But when I looked out my window in the midst of that great wind storm (26/6), fierce dark clouds scudding by, I was amazed to see the pair flying close by me and into the wind, he shielding her a little from its force.

The next day was very wet, but the following morning I passed the pair - relaxing on the reed bed - on my morning walk. There was a lighter colored young male in the breeding pond and shortly he paddled down and made advances to the resting female. The male roused himself and shooed him up the pond. He circled round and approached her again. This time her mate was angry and chased the other all the way to the rocks and over them. He turned back, stood up in the water and flapped his wings in victory - to find the other had changed direction suddenly and was making straight for his mate across the reed beds. Outrage! He screamed across and struck him at the last moment, followed him into the pond and up to the rocks, biting at his rear end all the way - that seemed to be raised in surrender. All the pool was awash. The young duck staggered up the rocks and made a bee-line on an angle for the top path and never looked back.

The male duck flew back to his mate, who hadn't moved from her spot. She stepped down to the water and paddled off serenely, he following behind.

Just a couple of ducks.

Submitted by Judy Borg

Regional River Health Strategy


As you may be aware, Damper Creek falls under the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority (CMA).  This organisation has recently published an important document, the “Port Phillip and Westernport Regional River Health Strategy”.  This document provides a five year blueprint for Melbourne Water, the community groups and environmental and industry associations to work together to achieve our long term aims of making Melbourne's rivers and creeks healthy, with increased numbers of native fish, platypus and plant life.

A link to the reoprt can be found at: 
http://www.melbournewater.com.au/content/publications/reports/rivers_and_creeks_reports.asp 

Norman Court / Excessive Tracks

The Committee has met with Council representatives to review the situation in this area arising from :

(a) use of the area as overflow parking for St Stephens and 

(b) (b) development of new tracks and compacted areas by council workers accessing the reserve for parking.

As a result of these meetings the council has undertaken the following actions:

· Maintenance and contract staff will be advised to abstain from using the grass area east of Norman Court;

· Work will be undertaken to restore and replant damaged areas.

· The use of the area as a carpark for Church functions, will be reviewed.

· Some revegetation will be undertaken in the grassed areas to retain open space recreational area and assist with fire management.

Rear of Yatama Court
Following a meeting with Council representatives regarding the state of several trees at this location, the Council’s Horticultural Service officer that three trees (willows) will be removed.  In addition other trees will be pruned and revegetation undertaken in the area. 

Regarding the issue of storm water drainage outlets from the rear of properties draining into the creek, improvements will be made as ground conditions permit.

Notice Board

Thanks to Margret Bartels for many years service keeping the notice boards updated.  Margret has set a high standard in ensuring the notice boards are always current, relevant and entertaining.  The baton has now been accepted by Judy Borg who has already added her own style to the boards.  In addition to the usual updates Judy has added many pictures and a special “Fun Walk Through the Park” can be found on the Park Rd notice board.

Working Bees :  Our keen team of planters has been working every Sunday for the last month.  We will not be planting on Sunday July 22nd due to lack of plants but we will be planting on July 29th (Arbour Day).  

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm. Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:
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Meeting:


Wed 25th -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


 Sun Jun 29th - 10am


Middle bridge
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