28 Park  Rd Saga

At the time of writing  a date for resuming the hearing into this development had not been scheduled.  Information available to date indicates that, due to failure to follow the full process, the development proposal under consideration reverts to the original proposal.    I’m not sure what this means with regards to the likely success of the development proposal, but  I am sure that the process is likely to be far more protracted than originally envisaged.  Watch this space.

Other Developments

Although the “Friends of Damper Creek” are not opposed to all development in the vicinity of the reserve, we are aware that there are a number of properties which contribute significantly to the Damper Creek ecosystem because of well vegetated rear gardens.  The FODC have successfully lobbied the City of Monash for automatic notification of all development proposals which adjoin the reserve.  This system has not yet been put to the test and we ask all members to be alert to development proposals adjoining the reserve.  If you see such a situation please contact a committee member to ensure that FODC has been suitably notified.

Working Bee April 29th

An intrepid group of around a dozen, including the usual stalwarts and some new members gathered in light rain to clear weeds from the “Mushroom Rock” area near “Palma’s Plummet”.    We have worked on this area on a number of occasions in the last couple of years and it is obvious that the proportion of indigenous grass in  the area is increasing and consequently the area that can be covered during one session is also increasing.  As usual, the majority of the weeds were Panic Veldt grass.  

Fortunately for the working bee, but not for the welfare of the reserve in general, the rain was light and did not continue for the duration of the working bee.

Moisture levels in the reserve are still very low in spite of some moderate rain.  When weeds are pulled it is evident that the moisture has only penetrated two or three centimetres.  This is not sufficient to for us to confidently embark on extensive planting.  A great number of plants are being held in reserve and we can expect  to be planting furiously once decent rain falls.

The rain received to date, inadequate as it may be, has made a remarkable difference to the reserve.  All the grasses are looking more vigorous, ground covers such as Dichondra repens (kidney weed) and Acaena novae-zelandae (bidgee-widgee) have suddenly appeared where previously there was only bare soil.  Less obvious are the small shoots of the Chocolate Lily (Arthropodium strictum) which have magically appeared following an almost total failure of the flowering season last spring.  Some may remember this as the flower that appeared on the Mount Waverley library card.  Hopefully this year there will be sufficient rain this year to promote good flowering (and, possibly, seed collection).

Unfortunately, weeds are also rearing their ugly heads and I note with dismay a thick patch of angled onion on the south side of the path near Stephenson’s road.

Volunteer Weeders

In the last few years a number of members have carried out weeding independently outside the usual working bee times.  This activity is immensely rewarding and valuable to the reserve as several areas are now moving towards total weed eradication.  By taking part in this activity it is possible to preserve tiny fragments of remnant vegetation which might otherwise be sprayed or mulched as part of more general weed eradication by the council.

If you wish to take part in this activity there are a number of points which must be observed:

1/ Indicate to the “Bush Crew” that you are interested in doing this at any working bee.

2/ Work in a defined area and arrange for the weeds to be dropped at a nominated location for collection by the bush crew.

3/ Ensure you have adequate knowledge of the weeds to be removed and any indigenous plants likely to be encountered in your patch.

4/ Keep a log of the time you spend on this activity and regularly drop this log into the letter box at the council depot or give it to a member of the bush crew.  This ensures that the time you spend is included in the total number of volunteer hours, a vital measure of the community support directed towards Damper Creek.

Scary Numbers

Records show that 27,388 exotic plant species have been introduced to Australia.  This is about 40% more than the number of native species.

About 3000 of the introduced exotic species have become naturalised (weedy) but there are another 4565 species introduced into Australia that are recorded as weeds elsewhere, but not yet in Australia.

 (from the Weed CRC Annual Report of 2005-6)

Committee Activity

The Committee are currently :

1/ Working on an FODC brochure

2/ Establishment of memorial seats to past presidents of FODC.

3/ Other development issues associated with Damper Creek.

Clean Up Australia Day

The FODC have been officially thanked for their role in Clean Up Australia Day 2007.  The programme was successful in removing 8000 tons of rubbish from the environment this year and FODC can be proud of the part they played in this year’s clean-up.

Ritchie’s Community Benefit Card

You can contribute to FODC by shopping at IGA and using an FODC Community Benefit Card.  Cards are available at any FODC meeting.

May Working Bee

Don’t forget the working bee on Sunday May 27th.  Meet at the middle bridge at 10-00 am.  This is a great way of getting to know other members and to learn about management of the reserve.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm. Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


May 2007


Meeting:


Wed 23rd -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


 Sun Apr 27th - 10am
Middle bridge
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Meeting
June 2007 

Wed 27th-7:30pm


Alvie Hall



W-Bee:


Sun July 1st 10:00am


Middle Bridge
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