Welcome to 2007

The coming year promises to hold great interest to members  of the Friends of Damper Creek.  For starters, the recovery of all the plant life in the reserve  is of prime interest.   Many plants have been lost, particularly  those planted in the latter part of 2007.  It is, however, remarkable that the planting between Palma’s plummet and Bengal Crescent has had a high rate of survival.  This area was extensively vandalised and it is heartening to see many plants surviving.  The bush crew has been paying attention to this patch by spraying weeds but there has been no supplementary watering to my knowledge.

The drought has cut the growth of weeds and allowed spot spraying to cut back on the density of infestation within Damper Creek.  In addition a significant area at the Stephenson’s Road end of the reserve was weeded by students of Holmsglen TAFE in November last year.

Given that we will be blessed with better rainfall in 2007, our efforts to revegetate the reserve should show considerable progress in the coming year.

Our efforts will be assisted by a grant from Melbourne Water of $5050 for plants and promotional and development activities. Thanks to Di Carra for her sterling efforts in preparing this grant application.   Also  Melbourne Water has indicated that it will proceed with the restoration of the stream bed at Bellbird Corner (Stephenson’s Road , High Street Road intersection).  This work should commence in April and, thanks to the forward planning by the City of Monash, should proceed with minimal disruption to the revegetation carried out by the Council over the last few years.

28 Park Road Development

The VCAT hearing for this application will be held on Friday March 30th at 55 King St Melbourne.  The hearing will commence at 10-00am and is scheduled to take the whole day.  Members (also non members and interested members of the public) are welcome to attend for all, or any part of the day.  We have been advised that a show of public support  can have a beneficial affect on the outcome of the case.  So please come along if at all possible and support the massive efforts that have been put in to prevent this development.

Native Vegetation Law and Policy

In November, Helen Clements, Chris Nicholls and John Poppins attended a workshop on this topic.  The workshop was conducted by the Environment Defender’s Office (EDO) to provide community groups with the knowledge and skills necessary to counter developments which are a threat to our vegetation or wildlife.  Contact was made with the EDO as a preliminary to submitting the objection to the 28 Park Rd development and our association with this body has proven most beneficial to our understanding of legal issues associated with conservation issues.  Annette Jones from the EDO was the guest speaker at our September meeting. 

Gardening in the Twenty-First Century
The atmospheric scientists passed down their consensus on the future of the Earth’s climate early this month and it seems that we’re in for a drier, hotter time into the future.  As individuals, we may not notice the rate of change as this will be substantially masked by year to year variation in temperature and rainfall.    It is this variation that has made the case for global warming so hard to prove.  Additionally, the report also indicated that the predominant cause of this warming was due to the burning of fossil fuels.  Whatever the ultimate outcome and the extent to which we, as individuals, change our behavior, it is certain that those of us who love our gardens will have to change the way we do things.

  The first move is to choose our plants wisely.  Many parts of the world and many parts of Australia have plants that cope with far drier conditions than we are likely to encounter within our lifetimes, so there is no shortage of plants to choose when setting up a new garden or replacing plants in an old one.    Of course my particular  preference would be to steer you towards indigenous plants.  After all, they are adapted to the local environment and soils so will thrive when others fail, right?  Well, not necessarily.  An indigenous plant may have evolved with a host of predatory insects or other pathogens and consequently may not look like a prime specimen.  It may respond to “boom and bust” seasons by falling dormant, perhaps to be forgotten and removed before it has had a chance to show its best.  At our Christmas BBQ I was handed an article on Lomandra longfolia which appeared the Age’s Good Weekend.  Lomandra longfolia is one of the framework plants that appears in large numbers in Damper Creek reserve.   It can survive in extremely dry or   moderately moist areas and effectively excludes weeds once established.  Sounds great, but there are a couple of drawbacks.  Firstly, the Lomandra longfolia you buy at the nursery probably won’t be the indigenous variety unless it has been purchased from a specialist indigenous nursery.  This is a plant which has been extensively “worked on” by the nursery industry.  Varieties have been selected and propagated for special characteristics such as foliage color, size or vigor, so it’s unlikely that the plant you buy will bear much relationship to the plant you see in Damper Creek.  Secondly, the local variety will suffer under drought conditions and it can take several years for a plant to look good after it has been “burnt” by drought, so some watering will be needed in the garden even for this tough local.

February 28thMeeting

For our first meeting of the year we will be treated to a night walk guided by John Poppins.  John will have his infra-red light which will cause the least possible intrusion to the animals we sight.  We hope to catch sight of the sugar gliders which have been breeding in the reserve.  Also we hope to sight a Tawny frogmouth and to listen to frog sounds.  Come dressed for the conditions and bring a torch.

February Working Bee

Or February working bee (on March 4th) coincides with “Clean Up Australia Day”.  Damper Creek has been registered as an official site which will be open to any individuals or organizations wishing to participate.  We expect Mount Waverley Secondary College and Avila will be attending our site.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between formal and informal,  We also arrange guest speakers for several meetings throughout the year .

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


February 2007


Meeting:


Wed 28th -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:

& BBQ
 Sun March 4th - 10 am
Park rd carpark
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March 2007

Wed 28th-7:30pm


Alvie Hall



W-Bee:


Sun April 1st 10:00am


Middle Bridge
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