28 Park  Rd Saga

On March 30th,  a determined group of “Friends” boarded the train to attend the VCAT hearing into the 28 Park road development.  Camaraderie was high and spirited conversation eliminated any tedium from the journey.  

On entering the hearing room it was evident that around 26 members were present.  (It would be great to get this number to attend our monthly meetings.)  This was a fantastic expression of public sentiment against the development, potentially a significant factor in the final outcome.   

A great deal of excitement is not what you expect from a VCAT hearing and this hearing was no exception.  After presentations by the City of Monash and the developer the meeting was adjourned to confirm that a procedural requirement had been satisfied.  The requirement in question involved the notification of five residents opposite the proposed development of the revised plans.  It appeared that this requirement had not been satisfied and hearing was postponed to a date (yet to be set) in May.

Although the issue has not yet been finalised there is still hope that the development will be disallowed.  Neighbours opposite the proposed development (who had not occupied their property at the time of the original proposal) will now have an opportunity to object and this will strengthen the case against the development.

We would like to see as many members (and concerned members of the general public) along at the next hearing to bolster the case against the development. 

All parties to the hearing will be advised by VCAT of the new hearing date. Information will also be placed on the Reserve noticeboards. 

Friends will  be advised via "Damper Creek Doings" .  Residents not members of FODC will be informed via a letter box drop. 

Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoos

Once again Damper Creek has been visited by a flock of Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoos.  Other members have probably sighted these birds but my sighting was early on the morning of April 2nd  in the vicinity of the Tarella Rd bridge.  I was surprised to see a couple of the birds in the bushes at about head height.  One of the birds took flight and, amazingly, headed straight for me.  I was able to fully appreciate the immense size of these birds as it passed within a couple of metres of me.  As I walked on  I noted a number of birds foraging within metres of the path, there were five or six of them and they were largely unconcerned by my presence.

These birds usually inhabit the mountain areas, moving into the coastal scrub as winter approaches.  It seems likely that Damper Creek is a temporary stopover in their seasonal ramblings. Their usual food is the seed pods of banksias, hakeas and casuarinas .  They also feed on grubs such as those found in Eucalypts.  The cockatoo’s large, powerful beak is used to tear the wood an sometimes considerable holes may be found in branches of trees where these birds have been grub hunting.

I doubt there is a more spectacular visitor to Damper Creek and I welcome further observations of their habits in the reserve. 

Watering Your Garden with Laundry Waste

I never thought I would resort to laundry waste water to keep my garden going.  The crunch came when my water tanks ran out in early March and, refusing to use tap water, I turned my attention to the washing machine .  Doing things the hard way I connected the drain hose from the washing machine to a bucket and interrupted the flow each time the bucket filled by lifting the machine lid.  I was amazed at the amount of water used.  I never actually counted the buckets but I would estimate that a full load uses over 200 litres of water! 

I did this a few times before I ran into some literature on problems caused by laundry detergents.  It seems that powder laundry detergents had between 10 and 20 times the amount of sodium salts found in liquid laundry detergents.  Sodium, mainly in the form of sodium chloride, is not generally beneficial to plant life.  Manufacturers seldom publish the sodium levels of their detergents so you may not find out until your garden has withered and died.  Fortunately data is available from Lanfax Laboratories of an extensive comparison of laundry detergents.  The data can be found on their website on :www.lanfaxlabs.com.au/publications.html

I avoided the sodium problem by discarding the wash water and only using the rinse water on the garden.  However, next year, if we have another year of drought, I’ll be changing my brand of laundry detergent.…(or maybe I’ll buy a front loading washer.)

Ritchie’s Community Benefit Card

At last month’s meeting we were graced with a presentation on the Community Benefit Card.  The CBC has been a good earner for the Friends of Damper Creek.  The use of the card is as simple as attaching a small bar coded tag to your key ring.  This is then scanned at the checkout and 1% of your total is credited to FODC.  I think there were spare tags left over at the conclusion of the meeting so you can probably pick one up next meeting.  Otherwise visit Ritchie’s IGA and nominate FODC as your beneficiary.  Not only do Ritchie’s make a donation to FODC but there are many specials available to CBC members.
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April Working Bee

Don’t forget the working bee on Sunday April 29th.  Meet at the middle bridge at 10-00 am.  This is a great way of getting to know other members and to learn about management of the reserve.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm. Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:

	
	April 2007
	

	Meeting:


	Wed 25th -  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall

	W-Bee:


	 Sun Apr 29th - 10am
	Park rd carpark
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Meeting
	May 2007 

Wed 30th-7:30pm


	Alvie Hall



	W-Bee:


	Sun Jun 3rd 10:00am


	Middle Bridge
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