High  Flying Drama near Damper Creek

Ever wondered why bands of rainbow lorikeets do those high flying aeronautics on the horizon? Well, on a high cloud morning (Feb.14th) I got an answer. As I turned down Emerald Street (east of the Stephensons Rd.

carpark) I saw the sky filled with whirling birds of many kinds. Whatever could be happening? High up, crows were scrapping and bawling, while a flock of rainbow lorikeets sped through the fracas - and three magpies were in there too, calling wildly. The magpies peeled off and flew eastwards over my head with their warning "Pew, pew" and I knew something was seriously amiss.

As the bigger birds came overhead and caught the light, I saw that one was a large hawk (cream with brown wings) trying to fix on prey below - while the plucky team of lorikeets banked and zipped past westwards within inches of its beak, diverting its attention. Back they came - this time joining with the crows to force the intruder eastward and away from Damper Creek!

 (This fine piece of observation was contributed by Judy Borg)

Possum Spotting in Damper Creek

At the conclusion of our February meeting we were treated to a night tour of the wildlife of  Damper Creek, courtesy of John  Poppins and his powerful spotlight.  We were fortunate to see many ringtail and brushtail possums as well as a Tawny frogmouth.  Unfortunately the hoped for Sugar gliders were not spotted and it was too dry for the frogs to sing.  Thanks to John for bringing his spotlight (with the red filter) and several pairs of binoculars to enhance this most enjoyable experience.

28 Park  Rd Saga

 We have received copies of amended plans from the developers. The VCAT hearing will be based on the amended plans.   Many of the original concerns have been addressed, in particular, the setback from the rear boundary has been increased from five metres to 15 metres.  This is not markedly different from the neighboring dwellings. However significant concerns remain. The design used to achieve this involves the creation of two semi-detached dwellings, a building style reminiscent  of inner city developments in cities such as London.   Such a design is totally unsympathetic to the streetscape of Park Road. Drainage of the site is not adequately addressed, with over 50% of the site covered by hard surfaces, water runoff has the potential to create an erosion problem in Damper Creek. 

   Landscaping plans for the development indicate eventual removal of all existing vegetation.  This is contrary to advice that the existing vegetation is an important extension to the habitat of Damper Creek.  Of critical importance is the planned  removal of a mature Eucalyptus botryoides (a tree indigenous to eastern Victoria).  Hardly less important is the removal of mid, lower and ground cover plants.  The rear gardens in Park Road have been created over the last 30 or 40 years and have achieved a level of maturity that would take a similar period to replace with new plantings.   These gardens were created during an era when “native” plants were the fashion and the term “indigenous” was hardly ever used.  The gardens also contain a substantial proportion of  exotic plants (both to replace failed natives and to incorporate non native favorites).  Even though the gardens do not necessarily contain indigenous species the contribution they make to the Damper Creek habitat is considerable and the replacement of mature garden plants with natives which are ostensibly indigenous is a retrograde step.

   Examination of the species list in the landscape design shows a very “politically correct” list of plants.  The selection is influenced by lists of plants which are indigenous to Damper Creek, however, the difficulty I have with such lists is that ultimately the plants which are planted are determined by commercial factors and even though the genus and species match the indigenous lists, the variety may be quite different from the local form and, if they survive, may dilute the gene pool of the local variety (see my comments last month on the many varieties of Lomandra longfolia).

VCAT Hearing, please come

The hearing for this application will be held on Friday March 30th at 55 King St Melbourne, commencing at 10-00am .  It is scheduled to take the whole day. 

Do come along if you can. We need your support to protect our special environment from further undesirable developments on the boundary of the reserve.

 Train travel is probably the easiest way to attend. From Southern Cross Station, walk down Collins Street, 55 King Street is at the intersection of Collins and King. 

March Meeting

A speaker from Ritchie's IGA will describe their Community Benefit Card. The FODC have received over $2000 since this scheme started.  This is a great way to assist the Friends if you cannot attend the working bees.  There will be a door prize, two bottles of wine will go to lucky ticket holders.

March Working Bee

Don’t forget the working bee on Sunday April 1st.  Meet at the middle bridge at 10-00 am.  This is a great way of getting to know other members and to learn about management of the reserve.

April Notes from the Waverley Historical Society

Many of you might have noticed how straight the main Damper Creek pathways are as they run down from Stephensons Rd to High Street Rd.  The reason for this is that the paths generally follow the route of an old logging tramway that was in use in the late 1890s.  Originally, the local district area was covered in tall timber eg. Messmate and Ash. and there was a local timber cutting family that operated in the area.  As there was no local sawmill it was necessary to get the logs to the mill for further processing.  The tramway commenced on North Boundary Rd (now known as Highbury Rd), crossed Stephensons Rd and ran down the east side to about 100 m south of where our middle bridge now is, where it crossed to the west side.  As the trees were felled in the creek valley the logs were loaded onto the tramway and rolled down to High Street Rd under gravity.  The tramway continued further west where the logs were unloaded into Kooyongkoot Creek (now known as Gardiners Creek).  They were then floated down to East Malvern where they were used in the construction of the bridge across the creek for the Outer Circle railway.  The remainder of the logs went down the Yarra to the Burnley mill.  A horse was used to drag the log wagon back up the track.  By the turn of the century the usable trees were cleared and tramway was abandoned.  Aerial photographs of the time clearly show it operating along the creek. 

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm. Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


March 2007


Meeting:


Wed 28th -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


 Sun April 1st - 10am
Park rd carpark
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Wed 25th-7:30pm


Alvie Hall



W-Bee:


Sun April 29th 10:00am


Middle Bridge
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