Dear Friends,

Attendees of the April meeting were given an informative discussion on infamous environmentalist John Wamsley, by fellow member Campbell Miles.  Many only remember John Wamsley as the bushy bearded, extreme environmentalist who liked to wear a hat made from the pelt of a feral cat, but he has achieved much that has gone largely unnoticed by the general public.

Dr. John Wamsley grew up on the east coast of Australia. When he was seven, his father purchased 166 acres of virgin bushland and cleared 35 acres of it for an orchard. The surrounding bushland was full of wonderful Australian animals such as Pademelons, Wallabies, Bettongs, and Potoroos.  When John was 11, the first of the foxes and cats appeared in "his" bushland. By the time he was 14, all the wonderful animals had gone. This had a great impact on him and it became his life's work to save "his" wildlife.  At 16, he left home to make his fortune and follow his dream. It was to be another 14 years before he had accumulated enough funds to commence the building of Warrawong Earth Sanctuary

In 1969 Wamsley was employed as a Mathematics lecturer at Flinders University in Adelaide.  He purchased a run-down, over grazed, denuded dairy farm and began the long task of revegetating and restoring 35 acres of country that had been farmed for 100 years.

A shy reclusive person, John soon found that conservation was a difficult and controversial business.  In 1974 he was jailed and charged for clearing non-native pine trees from his boundary.  In 1991 he wore a cat skin on his head to the SA Tourism Awards and squarely challenged society about the damage cats do to the environment.

A brilliant observer, philosopher and mathematician John was able to read the environment, understand the many problems facing native flora and fauna, and produce innovative solutions.  Populations of Platypus, Numbats, Bandicoots and Eucalypts, all thrived under his care.  He outsmarted introduced predators and pest species with the same dedication.  A brilliant educator, John's dawn walks at Warrawong and Yookamurra became a legendary experience, and his ability to capture the essence of a debate or issue made him an international celebrity attracting documentary makers from around the world.

Over a thirty year period, Dr John Wamsley has made many important contributions to conservation in Australia. For the most part his history is the history of the company he founded: "Earth Sanctuaries Ltd".

1974-78 Identified the problems caused by introduced animals and plants in the Australian environment and initiated public debate on the issue.

1981/82 Built Australia’s first cat, dog, rabbit and fox-proof fence and eradicated all non-native animals from Warrawong Sanctuary.

1982-88 Demonstrated the solution for Australia’s disappearing wildlife by successfully re-introducing platypus, bandicoots, bettongs, potoroos, woylies, wallabies, quolls and kangaroos to Warrawong . 

1985 Opened Warrawong to the public and developed a successful model for sustainable conservation based on income gained from eco-tourism.

1988 Extended the concept of conservation supported by the market place by establishing the company structure of Earth Sanctuaries Ltd and associated Sanctuaries, and became the Managing Director of the group.

1988-2002 Purchased Yookamurra Sanctuary, eradicated pest species and reintroduced woylies, numbats, wombats, boodies, bilbies and stick-nest rats.

1993-2002 Purchased Scotia Sanctuary and re-established populations of woylies, boodies, numbats, mala, bilbies, pseudomys, notomys, bridled nailtail wallabies and stick-nest rats.

2000 Purchased Little River Earth Sanctuary, Murrawoollan and Blue Mountains sanctuaries.  Appointed a successor.  

2002 When the new administration was unable to raise the necessary ongoing funds the company was forced to restructure. Dr Wamsley stepped down as Managing Director.  All developed Earth Sanctuaries that were sold have maintained the excellent level of conservation put in place by Dr Wamsley.  ESL continued with Warrawong and Little River Earth Sanctuaries, and during 2002, reintroduced five species of mammal back into Victoria.

2003 Dr John Wamsley received the Prime Minister's Award for "Environmentalist of the Year".

2005 ESL changed its name to the Foundation for Australia's Most Endangered Species Inc. (FAME)
Today - 26 species of mammal have been returned to areas from which they had become locally extinct. All species are thriving in original habitat conditions. It is likely that without Dr Wamsley’s dedication, and the examples of effective care provided by his Earth Sanctuaries, that the survival of many of these species would be at serious risk.

* * *

“We are over-regulated and there ought to be a law against it” (Tim Colebatch, The Age - 11 April 2006)

In his recent article about over-regulation and the taskforce that has offered ways to rein in the heavy hand of Government, Tim Colebatch used the example of the over-regulation of dog walking in the bushland behind his home.  He writes of his frustration at a new rule that prevents him from walking his dog off-leash so it can chase a ball and run around.  The regulation was put in place after dogs chased a mob of kangaroos deep into the bush one night.  Rangers reacted by banning all dogs from running free in bush at any time even though kangaroos are not around during the day.

He then went on to say…“Switch to Mt Waverley, to a beautiful creek valley, Damper Creek, where rangers and volunteers have brought back the native vegetation, creating a bush oasis in the middle of suburbia.  At its entrance, the sign reads (roughly): Dog owners must carry a leash and be ready to use it if needed.  It exemplifies the difference between light-handed and heavy-handed regulation.  The Federal Government’s regulation taskforce would say it exemplifies a good balance between meeting policy goals and leaving us free to do our thing efficiently.”

Now, I’m not sure if Damper Creek’s off-leash policy would still be in force if kangaroos were roaming around the reserve, but it’s nice to know we can still pursue a popular pastime without having to worry about knee-jerk reactive regulations… assuming we keep our dogs under control and out of the creek, and carry a plastic bag of course!

FYI - Colebatch went on to state that in the first six years of this decade the Federal Government passed 55,000 pages of legislation.  That is half as much as parliaments passed in the nine decades before 1990.

News snippets…

April working bee – the morning rain subsided just long enough for members to tackle the never-ending problem of weeds around the middle bridge and to enjoy a warming cup of tea.

May working bee – we hope to be planting.  After all this rain, the soil is quite soft, so it’s an excellent time to plant seedlings.

Welcome to new members: Judy Borg, Patricia Luxford and Glenise Ryan.

Is your newsletter RED? 

This is our way of saying…
 “it is time to pay your subscription!”

Annual membership is still only 
$2 per single and $5 per family.

Payments can be made at the meeting, working bee,
 or dropped in the letterbox of any of the addresses
on the back of this newsletter

Thank you for your continued support.
Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.


Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


May 2006
what/where?

Meeting:
Wed 24th  - 7:30 pm
Committee

W-bee:
Sun 28th  -  10 am
Middle bridge


June 2006


Meeting:
Wed 28th  -  7:30 pm
Informal

W-bee:
Sun 2nd July  -  10 am
Middle bridge


July 2006


Meeting:
Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm
tba

W-bee
Sun 30th  -  10 am
Middle bridge

Addresses & Telephone No’s:

President:
Graham Lawrence

41 Essex Rd, Mt Waverley
9807 9215

Secretary:
Ian Parry

3/12 Surrey Rd, Mt Waverley
9809 5527

Treasurer:
Philip Johnstone

4 Purse St, Mt Waverley
9807 9096

Editor:
Lisa Blanco

31 Park Rd, Mt Waverley

eljay159@optusnet.com.au
9830 8946
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