Dear Friends,

Allow me to introduce myself as the new newsleter editor.  First, though, I wish to thank Lisa Blanco who so ably served as editor over the last three years. The continued production of a monthly newsletter is a deceptively challenging task (as I have found out while preparing this newsletter) and Lisa’s publications have been entertaining as well as informative.  Lisa, I am sure all other members of our “Friends” group join me in thanking you for your efforts.

As for the introduction I promised you… my name is Doug Scott and I have been a member of the “Friends” for the last four years.   I have been a resident of Mount Waverley for the last 22 years and pass through Damper Creek daily on my way to work.  I have a long term interest in Australian plants and more recently have been working on indigenous plants at the Bungalook nursery.  I am no stranger to volunteer organisations, having been involved in the Scouting movement for the last 15 years, an activity which, as you will read later, dovetails with my environmental activities.  

That’s more than enough about me for now.  Editorial content will reflect my  interests unless I receive active contribution from other members.  So keep your eyes peeled for items of interest to other members and sharpen your pencils to tell your stories about the history and environment of our very special place.  Don’t forget Margaret Bartels who also works to inform by maintaining the noticeboards at either end of the reserve, she is always looking for material for the boards.  

Damper Creek in Years Gone By

Damper Creek has had a rather chequered history, being little more than a drain before restoration works commenced.  However, a friend recently handed me a copy of an article published in 1976 in the “Victorian Naturalist”.  In this article by Dr P. Bridgewater and B. Wellington , a picture is painted of a reserve with significant remnant vegetation badly contaminated with introduced weeds.  Some species are mentioned which will be familiar to those who attend our working bees.  Plants such as Bursaria Spinosa  (Sweet Bursaria),  Microlaena Stipoides (Weeping Grass), and Themeda Triandra (Kangaroo Grass) were significant remnants and are now a key part of revegetation efforts.  Interestingly Tricoryne elatior (Yellow Rush-lily) was described as “often abundant” and is now difficult to find  (and to propagate for revegetation). 

 The weeds mentioned are all-too-familiar but there are some surprises such as Gorse which hardly exists in the reserve at present and Panic Veldt Grass which was mentioned as an aside whereas it is now the most significant weed in the reserve.  The ambivalent attitude to some native species was exemplified by mention of Bracken which “is native to the area but its numbers increase markedly on (soil) disturbance”.  The importance of soil disturbance as a starting point for weed invasion or change in vegetation balance is a recurring theme and one which poses a dilemma for any efforts which require weed removal or landscaping.

The report concludes with the optimistic observation that there is a significant plant community where introduced and native plants coexist , “understanding this coexistence and balance is clearly of importance in devising management strategies for such areas so that the maximum quality and quantity of native vegetation is maintained.”

An accompanying editor’s note indicates that this article was a key factor in the eventual declaration of Damper Creek as a reserve.

Staff changes in Bush  Crew

We welcome Roger Tralggan who will be assisting Mark in Management of Damper Creek.  Roger replaces Danny who will be working on reserves in the Mulgrave area.

Roger has a diploma in resource management.  After graduating he spent a year working for a contractor maintaining reserves in the City of Whitehorse.  He has been with the City of Monash for four years.  Roger has a soft spot for grasses and is impressed by the wildlife and plants of the reserve, including bluetongues, copperheads, sun orchids and milkmaids.

The Bush Crew based in Damper Creek are responsible for a number of other reserves in the vicinity including Gardiner’s Creek and the Gardiner Trail.  About 60% of their effort goes into Damper Creek.

Damper Creek Developments

Planting in 2006 has doubled with nearly 20,000 plants being planted.  This does not include planting associated with capital works.  Several areas of Damper Creek have benefited with extensive plantings at the Stephenson’s Road end, at the end of Sunhill road and above the middle bridge.  Apart from the obvious environmental and aesthetic benefits of such plantings, they also reduce the incursion of weeds into revegetation areas and reduce mowing costs within the reserve.

Vandalism is a continuing problem with a number of plants being removed from the new planting area above the middle bridge.

The Bush Crew is targeting ivy as the weed of the month!!

Possum Business

The following is extracted from an article published in The Age on July 14th 2006.

Many neighbours of Damper Creek have experienced problems with possums setting up home in their roof.  What you can do in such cases is limited by law.  For instance, trapping ringtail possums is illegal.  Brushtail possums may be trapped but must be released within 50 metres of where they were captured.  Prevention is the best solution, by ensuring there are no entry points to your ceiling space and by pruning branches at least 1.5 metres away from the roof.  Relocation of possums can result in territorial squabbles, so a minimum of change is recommended.

For further information check the Department of Sustainability and Environment website on www.dse.vic.gov.au

General Business...

The July meeting will conclude with a talk by yours truly on the environmental activities of the Scouting movement. We look forward to seeing you there.  

SPECIAL MEETING

The August meeting of the Friends of Damper Creek will commence with a resolution to add a grievance procedure to our constitution.  This addresses a shortcoming in our constitution in accordance with the Associations Incorporation Act. (Notice attached for members)

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between "Informal", "Committee" and "Guest Speaker".

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


July 2006


What / where?

Meeting:
Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm
Guest Speaker: 

Doug Scott



W-Bee:
Sun 30th  -  10 am
Middle bridge


August 2006


Meeting:

AGM


Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm


Annual General Meeting



W-Bee:


Sun 27th  -  10 am
Middle bridge




Sept 2006


Meeting:


Wed 28th  -  7:30 pm


Informal
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Sun 2nd July  -  10 am


Middle bridge
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Graham Lawrence
9807 9215


41 Essex Road,

 Mt Waverley
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9809 5527


3/12 Surrey Road, 

Mt Waverley


Treasurer:
Philip Johnstone
9807 9096


4 Purse Street,

 Mt Waverley


Editor:
Doug Scott
9803 8143


26 Emerald St.

Mt Waverley



  dougscott@optusnet.com.au
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