Frank Palma

27/04/1939 – 04/09/2006

It is with immense sadness that I report the passing of Frank Palma who, since the inception of our “friends” group has been our figurehead and inspiration. Committee member, President, Life member, Founding member, these titles do little to describe the spirit Frank contributed to our group.  An unfailing source of good humour and sound advice Frank was ever-present to add spice to the discussion or to boil the billy for tea at the working bees.

Frank’s love of Damper Creek was in evidence during his daily walks with his dog Rosie and his wife Loretta.  Always ready to stop for a chat, it was common to find Frank engaged with other members in lively discussion along the track.  It is this spirit which helps to make Damper Creek such a popular location.  Such walks were an important part of Frank’s recuperation following heart surgery and were an obvious source of enjoyment to him.

Frank has the distinction of having a feature in the reserve named after him.  Following a fall on the middle bridge during one of our working bees, the crossing was named “Palma’s Plummet”.  It is officially named as such on maps of the reserve.

Frank was farewelled in a service at the Holy Family church on September 8th.  From the service and attendance it was obvious that Frank was much loved by his family and church community as well as by the Friends of Damper Creek.  The service was, indeed, a celebration of his life.   Frank's enthusiasm and community spirit will be missed by all.

Deepest sympathy is extended to Frank's wife Loretta, his loving family and Rosie his dog friend.

New Committee

It is very sad to see that Frank was elected as a committee member.

President - Graham Lawrence

Vice President/Editor/Newsletter - Doug Scott

Secretary - Helen Clements 9807 5952 A/H

Treasurer - Philip Johnstone

Noticeboards - Mrs Margret Bartels

Committee members

Frank Palma

Kevin Ryland

Campbell Miles

Chris Nicholls

Thanks go to outgoing Editor Lisa Blanco and thanks to outgoing committee member Bev Council.

Development Controversy

The concern over the proposed development of properties sharing their boundaries with the park (especially with respect to 28 Park Road) continued with discussions held after the AGM and attended by Councillors Tom Morrissey and Ryan Brown. With  41 attendees it was standing room only as member of the “Friends” made their points to the Council representatives and Tom Morrissey outlined the council position. A number of points were raised which may well have broad application in countering inappropriate developments abutting  reserves such as Damper Creek.

1. The need to strengthen the existing Vegetation Protection Overlay to preserve wildlife habitat and ‘the sense of isolation in the middle of suburbia’..

2. Consideration of “Streetscape protection” extended to include “Backscape protection” with building set backs from rear boundaries with the Reserve sufficient to avoid overlooking effects and narrowing the effective wildlife corridor.

3. Control over vegetation removal prior to applications for permits.  Currently developers often denude blocks of established vegetation prior to a development application. 

4. Consideration of FODC as a ‘Third Neighbour’ requiring notification of any proposed development.  Currently only adjoining neighbours are sent the plans and details of the development

5. The impact, of increased hard surface cover and water run-off from developments, is detrimental to water quality and erosion in reserves such as Damper Creek.

At the meeting of Council on 28 August, the proposed development at 28 Park Rd was unanimously rejected.  The developers may appeal to VCAT, however the FODC will have the right to oppose the appeal. 

At the next meeting of FODC, on 27 September, the above issues will be given further consideration.

Damper Creek in Flower

The flowering of the Australian bush proceeds at a frantic pace this time of year. Many items are in flower, some only briefly, so to appreciate the full glory of Damper Creek frequent visits are recommended.

I suggest proceeding to the middle bridge (Palma’s Plummet) and take in the view downstream.  This view is dominated by the pale gold flowers of Prickly Moses (Acacia verticillata).  The name is appropriate as this acacia is covered by fine spines, not a comfortable plant to handle without protection.  Another prickly customer is Acacia paradoxa.  This plant has the most brilliant yellow of the Damper Creek wattles.  Many admirers of this plant have resolved to add it to their gardens, much to their regret as it has vicious spines.  In early days of settlement it was planted as hedgerows to confine stock.  In this application it got out of control and was declared a noxious weed (possibly the first Australian native to be despised as such in it’s home country.  Nonetheless it is an important part of Damper Creek’s floral landscape.

The pea flowers are prominent at present with Hardenbergia violacea being the most prominent.  This plant has long been known as sarsparilla.  Possessing a similar purple flower but with feathery leaves is Indigofera Australis.  Much less showy, but of great beauty if you look carefully, is Dillwynia cinerascens otherwise known as the Grey Parrot Pea.  This is one of dozens of Australian bush plants which go under the name “Egg and Bacon” because of their red and yellow flowers.  Also putting on a brilliant show at present is the white flowered Olearia lirata or Snowy Daisy Bush.  It’s fine white daisy-like flowers light up the bush and make it that little bit more welcoming.

Have you noticed?

On the west side "high path" about 70m from the rear of 24 Park Rd you will easily find

a tree with a steel star picket embedded in the trunk and trapped within a smaller branch.  The tree is probably about 40 years old and the picket is about 750 mm from the ground.  It is interesting to speculate as to how this happened and how long ago it occurred.

(Philip Johnstone)

Vandalism in Damper Creek

I still regularly encounter plants pulled out of the new plantings near the Bengal Court entrance.  If you have the ability to schedule walks in the reserve at times vandalism is likely to occur, some of this mindless activity may be deterred.

Guest speaker for September meeting

We are hoping to have a speaker from the Environmental Defender’s Office to talk on vegetation law and policy.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between "Informal", "Committee" and "Guest Speaker".

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


September 2006


Meeting:


Wed 27th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


     Sun 1st Oct-  10 am
   Middle Bridge


October 2006


[image: image1.wmf]W-Bee:


Sun 29th Oct  -  10 am


Middle Bridge



Meeting:


Wed 25th  -  7:30 pm


Alvie Hall
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