Dear Friends,

Despite the efforts of volunteers on Clean Up Australia Day (I admit I was not among them), it was very disheartening to visit the creek recently and observe the abundance of litter that had washed in during heavy rains.  The reeds at the northern end of the duck pond are choked with plastic bottles, aluminium cans, tennis balls, even a plastic water pistol.  This is an on-going problem that requires more serious attention.  Can we promote the reserve as a sought-after place of recreation and wildlife preservation when it exhibits this visual pollution?  Not only is it an eyesore but, as a proud member of our Friends Group, to see the ducks swimming amongst the floating garbage was shameful.  It is counter-productive to find blame or point a finger so I, for one, will carry a bag with me on each visit to collect whatever rubbish I can reach and I hope you consider doing the same. 

On a more positive note, more than 400 bags of rubbish weighing in excess of two tonnes - almost twice as much as last year - were collected by Monash residents during four clean up days in Monash.

Some 400 individuals and more than 3000 primary and secondary school children took part in the Business Clean Up Day, Schools Clean Up Day and Don't Waste Clayton! Clean Up Day, as well as the national Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday 5th March.

Seventeen sites (including Damper Creek) were cleaned by members of the community, five by businesses and 14 schools participated.

As usual, some of the items found, and their location, bordered on the bizarre: 

18 shopping trolleys were found (nine of them in Scotchmans Creek at Stanley Avenue and Atkinson Street); a soccer net; a hot water system (also in Scotchmans Creek); a large pile of green waste at Jordanville station; car tyres; and 12 litres of cigarette butts as part of the Don't Waste Clayton! Campaign.

A huge thank you to everyone that participated in cleaning up our little piece of Australia.


BLENDED FAMILY ON THE DUCK POND

Life for ducks on the Damper Creek duck pond might appear quiet and slow, but this is an illusion. What with surviving predators like foxes and cats, and getting enough to eat, it is not an easy existence. This is especially so for the ducklings which appeared over the past six months.

The Creek is home to a varied community of ducks, typically up to a dozen of the common Australian Wild Duck (Anus superciliosa), one or two Chestnut Teal ducks (Querquedula castanea) and a few "Wood ducks" (actually a goose, Chenonetta jubata). 

The Australian Wild Duck do not have a mating season but will breed whenever conditions are right. Three broods with about six ducklings in each have been seen over spring and summer in 2005. Life is tough for the ducklings and only two of the first brood have reached six months of age and only three of the second lot are still around.  What is surprising to a keen observer of the process, is the apparent joining of the first two broods into a single group. The blending of the broods included all the ducklings in the familiar follow-the-leader performance and huddling together, with the mother, in a reed nest.

This behaviour is unusual because mother ducks are reported to be quite aggressive in dealing with ducklings not belonging to their brood. The Handbook of Australian and New Zealand Birds (Vol. 1B p. 1326) says of the Australian Wild Duck:  “No parental care by male … Female very defensive of brood against all other ducks and quickly recognises and attacks alien, newly hatched, downy ducklings; will kill latter by grasping, shaking and dunking.”

Perhaps the relatively good conditions in the Reserve this year have created a satisfactory food supply and reduced such protective tendencies. A few more months will ensure the three younger ducks are large enough to look after themselves.

Ian Parry

ANIMAL SIGHTINGS

Members have reported some unusual wildlife sightings recently with possibly the most noteworthy being the arrival last month of a Purple Swamphen (Porphyrio porphyrio).  Many of you may have spotted it down at the duck pond pulling up reeds for food - its brightly coloured plumage and beak are hard to miss.  It may have moved on now in search of food or a mate but its presence sparked a lot of interest and discussions amongst passers-by.

The sex of the bird is unknown as both males and females are alike.   These birds are apparently aggressive towards other waterbirds and may bully them and even kill ducklings.  At night swamphens often give wild shrieks and boomings (perhaps the basis of Bunyip stories).  Deep thudding sounds from beating wings against the body can also be heard.  
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[image: image2.wmf]They breed most months of the year, often having several broods.  A nest is built in a clump of reeds just above water level.  The clutch of 3-8 eggs is incubated by both parents, often assisted by juvenile offspring.  They inhabit diverse wetlands, typically swamps, well vegetated lake and river margins, adjacent grasslands, agricultural land, lawns and estuarine wetlands.  They are widespread and considered common in eastern, northern  and south western Australia.Other notable sightings include a goshawk with a wattlebird in its talons (Feb 22nd); a kookaburra with a sugar glider in its mouth (there is currently a strong population of kookaburras, indicating an abundance of their food); a native water rat; and some active eastern long-necked turtles.


General Business…

Committee meetings.

Don’t be put off by the term “committee meeting”.  This simply means that the meeting structure follows the formal, or traditional, format that we’ve had for many years.  You don’t have to be on the committee to attend.  All members are still welcome and encouraged to attend committee meetings.

The March meeting is an informal one where attendees casually sit around a table, enjoy wine with cheese & crackers and discuss matters of concern (such as rubbish in the creek) and general business.  We look forward to seeing you there.  (all food & beverages are provided)

Do you shop at Ritchies IGA Supermarket in 

Mt Waverley?  If so, you can nominate Friends of Damper Creek Inc. as your chosen charity.  

Every time you shop there with your Community Benefit Card, the Friends Group (and ultimately the Reserve) will benefit.  Remember, every little bit counts!
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Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.

Annual membership costs only $2 per single and $5 per family.


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:


March 2006
What / where?

Meeting:
Wed 22nd  -  7:30 pm
Informal

W-Bee:
Sun 26th  -  10 am
Middle bridge


April 2006


Meeting:
Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm
Guest Speaker: Campbell Miles 

W-Bee:
Sun 30th  -  10 am
Middle bridge


May 2006


Meeting:
Wed 24th  -  7:30 pm
Committee

W-Bee:
Sun 28th  -  10 am
Middle bridge
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What have you spotted lately?  Be sure to let us know…

















