Dear Friends,





It's been a hectic few weeks in Melbourne with the Victorian school holidays, 2006 Commonwealth Games, Grand Prix, Easter...  and as we all slow down, catch our breath and let those Easter eggs digest, it's the perfect time to enjoy the colourful displays of Autumn.  As much as we love our native plants there's something very special about the turning of the leaves of the deciduous trees that line our streets and dot our parks and gardens.  Can you imagine Melbourne without them?  Autumn in Melbourne is a wonderful time of crisp blue-skied mornings, sunny days and the hint of long cold wintry nights ahead.  But is Autumn in Victoria really "Autumn", or should it be known as late summer or early winter, or even Eel season or Wombat season?  





Dr Beth Gott from the School of Biological Sciences at Monash University challenged our notions of the traditional seasons in a recent article...


A true seasonal calendar for Victoria...?


(Excerpts from an article by Dr. Beth Gott, School of Biological Sciences, Monash University) - "Coastcare 2005"





The idea of having four seasons comes from northern Europe, and does not fit Victoria.  Unlike in Europe, winter in Victoria is a season of growth, the bush is green and the temperatures are rarely low enough to stop growth.  Our unfavourable season is summer, when water is scarce and ground flora browns or dies off.





Naturalists have suggested a 6 to 7 season calendar but agree that seasons vary from place to place.  For example, Kangaroo Apple season (Dec), Dry Season (Jan-Feb), Eel Season (March), Wombat Season (Apr-Aug), Orchid Season (Sept), Tadpole Season (Oct) and Grass flowering Season (Nov).


The Wurundjeri people of the central Victorian coast had their own way of marking the changing seasons.  Their lifestyle depended very much on the rhythm of the seasons.  People moved over their extensive territories in regular cycles, maximising the availability of food and shelter.  When food was plentiful there were opportunities for ceremonial gatherings and to carry out ritual responsibilities.  





They were always mindful of the seasons in selecting the localities in which to spend their time, taking into account not only the natural features of the ground, but the facilities for obtaining food.





Much was known about the stars and the seasons.  For example, they knew that when a particular constellation appeared it was time to hunt a particular animal or dig up a particular plant.  The flowering of particular plants was often used to mark seasonal events.  Even today, fishermen use the flowering of the coastal Tea-tree to mark the entry of snapper into Port Phillip Bay.





Their seasons can be categorised as follows:





True Spring (Sep-Oct) A time of plenty when lilies, orchids and Myrniong daisies flower and provide root vegetables.  Greens are consumed in large quantities.  Snakes and lizards become active. Migratory birds, tadpoles and young kangaroos appear.  Melting snow from mountains fill flood plains and billabongs.





High Summer (Nov-Jan)  The land begins to dry and people gather at reliable watering sources.  Fish become an important food source.  Lizards and snakes are active, grasses and reeds begin to flower and fruits ripen. Tuberous plants die back and women dig for their roots.  As food is plentiful, large gatherings of tribes and clans take place. With permission from Bunurong clans, people go to the seacoast to swim and to gather shellfish and fruits of pigface and coast beard heath.  Flounder and flathead are speared or netted in the shallows.





Late Summer (Feb-Mar)  Autumn rains appear and days become cooler.  Burning off dense scrub commences.  Aborigines were advised where and when to burn off by elders to prevent spread of fires.  Fires clear undergrowth and provide fertilising ash to encourage small tuberous food plants to grow well after rains.





Early Winter (Apr-May)  Fungi appears with the rains.  Eagles build their nests and possums are mating.  Many different moths emerge and are food for birds during the day and sugar & feather-tail gliders at night.





Deep Winter (Jun-mid Jul)  Animals such as echidnas are breeding and birds nest.  Rivers and creeks flood.  People move to higher sheltered areas and build shelters and keep fires burning for warmth.  They catch koalas, possums and wombats, and find grubs in trees.  Possums skins are made into rugs for warmth.  Fragrant nectar comes from the small shrub Honey-pots.  The cherry ballart tree form fruit and small tuberous herbs are green and grow the roots providing good food.   





Early Spring (Mid Jul-Aug)  Silver wattle starts to flower.  Yellow box flowers, providing much nectar.  Early nancy is the first of the small food plants to flower and by late August the Myrniong daisy is budding.  People move towards lower lands as temperatures rise.  There they are able to snare ducks and other wild fowl, and as the season advances, to collect eggs from all kinds of birds nests.





�


�
General Business...





The April meeting will conclude with a talk by Campbell Miles on  the private nature reserves founded by passionate conservationist Dr John Walmsley. We look forward to seeing you there.  





The May meeting is a Committee meeting but remember... You don't have to be on the committee to attend.  All members are still welcome and encouraged to attend committee meetings.





Is your newsletter RED?





This is our way of saying...


"it's time to pay your subscription!"





Annual membership is still only


$2 per single and $5 per family.





Payments can be made at the meeting, working bee,


or dropped in the letterbox of any of the addresses


on the back of this newsletter.





Thank you for your continued support.








�














Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between "Informal", "Committee" and "Guest Speaker".





Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.


Friends of Damper Creek


Important dates to remember:





�
April 2006


�
What / where?


�
�
�Meeting:�
Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm�
Guest Speaker: Campbell Miles�
�
W-Bee:�
Sun 30th  -  10 am�
Middle bridge�
�
�
May 2006


�
�
�
Meeting:


�
Wed 24th  -  7:30 pm


�
Committee


�
�
W-Bee:


�
Sun 28th  -  10 am


�
Middle bridge


�
�
�
June 2006


�
�
�
Meeting:


�
Wed 28th  -  7:30 pm


�
Informal


�
�
W-Bee:


�
Sun 2nd July  -  10 am


�
Middle bridge


�
�



ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS





President: �
Graham Lawrence�



9807 9215�
�
�
41 Essex Road,


 Mt Waverley�
�
�
Secretary:�
Ian Parry�



9809 5527�
�
�
3/12 Surrey Road, 


Mt Waverley�
�
�
Treasurer:�
Philip Johnstone�



9807 9096�
�
�
4 Purse Street,


 Mt Waverley�
�
�
Editor:�
Lisa Blanco�



9830 8946�
�
�
31 Park Road,


Mt Waverley�
�
�
�
eljay159@optusnet.com.au�
�
�
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