Annual BBQ

Yes folks, it’s on again.  Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc Invite Friends and their families to join us for our end of year bbq on Sunday 26 November . The BBQ will be held at the end of Sunhill Road at 12.15pm after the November working bee. All you need to bring are drinks and chairs as the remainder of the meal is funded by the City of Monash. 

RSVP by Sunday 19 November 2006 to Graham Lawrence President on 9807 9215 or Helen Clement Secretary on 9905 8412 (both numbers have voicemail) or Helen on 9807 5952 AH or email sdc79@optusnet.com.au

28 Park Road Development

Following the rejection of the development proposal by the City of Monash, we have now received notice, courtesy of the office of Maxine Morand, that the developer has lodged an objection with VCAT.   Members should be assured that every avenue will be applied to prevent the development, as originally proposed, from going ahead.

The Friends group is not opposed to higher density but only where it was appropriate and stressed that vegetation in bushland areas needed higher protection. 

Strengthening the Vegetation Protection Overlay (VPO1)

During discussion on the 28 Park Rd development a number of concepts have been formulated which have broad application in the protection of reserves such as Damper Creek, Scotchman’s Creek and Valley Reserve.  The executive Committee, in conjunction with the Friends of Scotchman’s Creek and Valley Reserve, has formulated these concepts into a proposal for strengthening the Vegetation Protection Overlay (VPO1) which guides the Council and Developers to ensure developments are appropriate for the surrounding neighborhood.  These concepts are as follows:

1/  Where a proposed development abuts parkland, the users of that parkland comprise a “Third Neighbor” which should have the same rights as an adjoining property owner, namely the right to be notified of any development adjoining that property.  In the case of Damper Creek, Scotchman’s Creek and Valley reserve, the Friends Group would be a suitable representative of the public using the park.  In reserves without a “Friends” group a council advocate should be appointed to represent the interests of park users.

2/  The appearance of a development  is controlled by consideration of its impact on the “Streetscape”.  However, equally important is its appearance from any adjoining parkland.  This term, we are referring to as “Parkscape”.  As the streetscape is protected by requiring setbacks from the roadway, it is proposed that setbacks also be required on boundaries that abut parkland.

3/ The term “Significant vegetation” is currently quite narrow, in that it only refers to trees above a certain diameter.  It is proposed that the definition be expanded to include remnant lower story and ground cover flora.

The sentiments expressed in these amendments are similar to those already to be found in Council guidelines, namely clause 22.01 in the description of “Residential Character C of the Monash Plan” which reads as follows:

“The character of existing public spaces within the character type, particularly those naturalistic corridors such as Damper Creek and Valley Reserve will be protected by ensuring that buildings directly adjacent to such areas are set back and buffered with planting that complements that within the public open space” 

The amendments proposed to VPO1 would serve to ensure that the intent of the above clause was applied to new developments in the vicinity of parkland (or, more specifically,  to developments in the vicinity of bushland reserves.)

Please note that the above comments are only a summary of the proposals presented to Council, consequently the full meaning may not have been conveyed.  To view the full document please contact the secretary of the Friends of Damper Creek inc..

9.5 Commemoration plaque for Frank Palma

Several proposals for a memorial to remember Frank’s contribution to Damper Creek were discussed.  All proposals involved the installation of a plaque in the vicinity of the middle bridge (or Palma’s plummet).    The secretary will further investigate the memorial to Alf Salkin in Valley Reserve.

Native Vegetation Law and Policy Workshop 

The President Graham Lawrence had agreed on 19 October 2006 at the Executive Committee meeting that the Friends would support participants attending this workshop. The cost would be $20 per person. Helen Clements, Chris Nicholls, Ray and Jill Anderson will attend and possibly Campbell Miles and Magret Bartels if they are free. 

Application for Grant by Melbourne Water

The Secretary had applied for a $20,800 grant from Melbourne Water..

The grant includes components for administration,  advertising and promotion,  planting , path mulching/gravel, and contract weeding ..

9.6 Reported ‘Stalker’

Kevin Ryland reported on behalf of Bev Council who passed on a concern for her friend who had reported being confronted by a male person in the creek bed area. (He was said to be wearing a wide brimmed hat).

The Secretary said that that person had been working in the creek bed/pathways to eradicate weeds. Kevin Ryland suggested that the Monash Council provide noticeboards for employees to identify their work schedule. Secretary to write to Monash Council

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between "Informal", "Committee" and "Guest Speaker".

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.
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