Development Controversy

The July meeting was informed about a disturbing development at 28 Park Road by Helen Clements.  The meeting considered the nature of the proposal and agreed unanimously that it was a cause of concern to the nature of the Damper Creek Reserve.  A letter of objection was drafted and submitted to the council on behalf of the membership as a whole. A transcript is reproduced below.

Dear Sirs,

We view with alarm the proposed development at 28 Park Road.

The Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc is strongly of the view that the visual amenity and the ground water seepage of the reserve will be seriously adversely affected by multi-unit, single or double storied developments in close proximity to property lines shared with Damper Creek Reserve.  

The work of the last 12 years by the Friends’ Group and Monash Council has been to engender a feeling of remoteness whilst walking in the park with the screening of domiciles from pedestrians.  Such housing developments close to boundaries adjacent to the vegetation corridor can only be detrimental to the amenity of the reserve.

Graham Lawrence

President

Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc.

Individual members were encouraged to submit their own objections.

Special Attendance at August Meeting

The Mayor, Joy Banerji and councillors Tom Morrisey, Ryan Brown and Geoff Lake will attend the August meeting to hear members’ concerns regarding the aforementioned development.

Damper Creek in Flower

The Australian bush is a surprise in the depths of winter, bursting into flower long before the weather has started to warm.  A walk through the reserve in mid August reveals the brilliant golden flowering of the Silver Wattle (Acacia Dealbata).  The Silver Wattle is one of Victoria’s most prominent trees, growing to a height of up to 30 metres in the mountains, it can be mistaken for a conifer at a distance.  Close examination reveals a fine feathery foliage with a bluish tinge.  Examples of the Silver Wattle can be found throughout the reserve,  particularly along the creek..

Another wattle coming into flower is the Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon).  A tree of many contradictions, this, also, does not look like a typical wattle.  Usually blending into the background foliage, the blackwood flowers profusely in August / September.  Foliage is dark green and dense, looking more like a European tree than an inhabitant of the Australian bush.  The Blackwood also contradicts those well known characteristics of wattles as being shrubby, fast growing, short lived with poor timber.  In contrast the Blackwood grows slowly, sometimes to a towering 30m and has magnificent timber which was much used by Australian furniture makers in the early 20th century.

If you peer into the middle storey you may see a flash of yellow from the Myrtle wattle, Acacia myrtifolia.  This is a small open shrub, more typical of the popular conception of a wattle.  This is one of a number of species which springs up in great profusion after a bushfire.  A walk at Wilson’s Promontory will reveal great swathes of this plant growing at an incredible density.  Sadly, this form of regeneration is denied to plants in Damper Creek and examples seen there are likely to have been planted by the bush crew.

Climb the steps from the middle bridge and you will see a plant of about two metres with beautiful spidery pink flowers.  This is the silky Hakea (Hakea siricea).  The spidery flowers are a reminder that this is a close relative of the Grevillea. (There are no Grevilleas indigenous to this area).  The flowers may be silky but the foliage certainly isn’t, being needle sharp and providing excellent protection for honeyeaters which feed on its flowers.

Vandalism in Damper Creek

An unfortunate fact of life, vandalism seems to have visited Damper Creek in the last month.  The new area planted out in July, between Bengal Court and the middle bridge has been systematically stripped of its plants, some being tossed into neighbouring backyards, some into the creek and some onto the surrounding grassy areas.  Consistent efforts by the bush crew to replace the extracted plants has limited the scope of the damage.  In all, effort has been expended on repairing this area which could otherwise have been applied in other areas.  In the same area, a Kangaroo Apple has been stripped of its foliage and, even if it survives, will not have its natural form again.

The best prevention against such mischief is to use the park frequently.  In particular walking through the park at times when the vandalism is likely to occur will deter the perpetrators.

Memorial

A memorial to the work of Alf and Esme Salkin has been erected in the wetlands in Valley Reserve.  The Salkins worked tirelessly to preserve remnant vegetation in Mount Waverley and in Valley Reserve in particular.

Thanks:

Two of our stalwarts are stepping down from official duties due to pressure of personal circumstances.  They are our secretary, Ian Parry and our newsletter editor Lisa Blanco.  Ian and Lisa, please accept the thanks of the membership for the fine work you have done in support of the Friends of Damper Creek.
Annual General Meeting

The August meeting will commence with a resolution to modify our constitution.  (Notice distributed with July newsletter).

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between "Informal", "Committee" and "Guest Speaker".

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


August 2006


What / where?

Meeting: AGM
Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm
AGM,

 Council Presentation


W-Bee:
Sun 27th  -  10 am
Middle bridge




September 2006


Meeting:


Wed 27th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


     Sun 1st Oct-  10 am
Middle bridge




October 2006


Meeting:


Wed 25th  -  7:30 pm


Informal
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Sun 29th Oct  -  10 am


Middle bridge



ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

President: 
Graham Lawrence
9807 9215


41 Essex Road,

 Mt Waverley


Secretary:
Position vacant






Treasurer:
Philip Johnstone
9807 9096


4 Purse Street,

 Mt Waverley


Editor:
Doug Scott
9803 8143


26 Emerald St.

Mt Waverley



  dougscott@optusnet.com.au


Printed by courtesy of the City of Monash

as a community service.

Responsibility for editorial content

is solely that of the editor.

The Newsletter of

FRIENDS OF

DAMPER CREEK INC.

Reg No.    A0029531G

www.vicnet.net.au/~damper

DAMPER CREEK DOINGS

August  2006










