Dear Friends,

The first of the ducklings have arrived at the middle pond signalling the start of spring and the promise of warmer weather…  As duckling sightings seem to be dwindling, let us know if you have encountered any new arrivals.  

The flock of mystery birds (refer September newsletter) have been identified at Yellow-Tailed Black Cockatoos.  This would have been an obvious choice if it weren’t for the colour of the plumage under their wings & tail feathers which was very pale cream rather than yellow - hence the confusion.

Guest Speaker (August):  We were fortunate to have a visit from Michael Grant at our August meeting. Michael is Co-coordinator, Heritage and Conservation Services with the City of Monash and a man uniquely qualified to speak at the meeting having overseen much of the recent work on the Damper Creek Reserve.  His knowledge of native plants is extensive and he brings an enthusiasm to his work and to his discussion on the subject.  

The following is a summary of his talk (provided by our secretary, Ian Parry):
Native plants are those occurring naturally in the area prior to European occupation.  These plants represent our heritage with probably 1100 different species then and only about 100 now.  These plants provide authentic habitat for native fauna.  

For a good ecosystem there needs to be a mix of vegetation.  

[image: image1.wmf]Threats to the existing native flora include weed invasion, fungal diseases, complex pressures of water lack and damp on trees and vegetation.
Weeds, from the point of view of the Damper Creek Reserve are non-indigenous plants that invade the bush.  The problems have arisen because of a major redistribution of soils over the past hundred years; of the number of weeds that can become invasive, some 4600 are listed with 3700 being active.
Dealing with weeds in the Reserve is by a combination of methods including mulching and spraying but by far the most effective is by hand weeding which has the benefits of minimal disturbance, and not disturbing habitat.
Of particular issue in the Damper Creek Reserve is Panic Veldt Grass.
Michael then spoke about the fauna in the Reserve:
Apart from the more obvious birds, less easily seen are sugar gliders, flying foxes, water rats, snakes, bats and owls. Owls are now returning to the Reserve, evidence that habitat renewal is successful. The introduction of flowering species of native plants is part of that process.
Trampling by humans, foxes and dogs is a problem in encouraging a diversity of fauna as well as feral species competing for nesting and foraging.

Michael demonstrated a nesting box of which there are a number in the reserve.

Michael then kindly answered questions until after 9:00pm.
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We have another guest speaker for our October meeting.  Laurie Ryan is a local historian and will be presenting a discussion on this subject.

Did you know… that according to the Global Satellite Positioning System the Middle Bridge is located at South 37 deg 51 min 50 sec and East 145 deg 7 min 38 sec approximately.

Brochure Launch.

Despite the less than perfect weather there was a very good turn-out to the brochure launch held at Valley Reserve last month,.  Representatives from Damper Creek and Valley Reserve Friends Groups and City of Monash were present as well as children and their teachers from several local schools.  A barbeque was held and after the formal proceedings attendees were taken on a brief but informative tour of areas of Valley Reserve.
Chainsaws in the reserve.  

Under no circumstances are members of the public to take chainsaws into the reserve to collect firewood.  Fallen trees in Damper Creek are often cut into manageable sections by Monash Council.  Those sections stacked on the nature strips surrounding Damper Creek may be taken by the public.  However, any wood left in the reserve have been left there to rot, providing homes for wildlife and returning nutrients to the soil.  Please do not disturb fallen trees, branches and woodpiles in the reserve for this reason.  

PATRICK AMBROSE HOWARD

With sadness we note the passing of Patrick Howard on the 11th September 2005.  Patrick, although not a local (lived in Murrumbeena) shared his time and enthusiasm with us at meetings and working bees.  His daughter Annie, regularly accompanied him.  Patrick was passionate about the environment and enjoyed doing his bit with us for Damper Creek.  As a symbol of Patrick’s life, a spray of gum leaves from Damper Creek were displayed by his family at the funeral service.  Our thoughts are with his wife Margaret and daughter, Annie.  Frank Palma represented Friends of Damper Creek at the funeral.


General Business

September working bee:  A beautiful, sunny morning spent pulling nasty weeds around the middle bridge.  Lots of interest from passers-by that will hopefully result in new memberships.  

October meeting:  We have a guest speaker this month.  Laurie Ryan, a local historian, will be speaking at the October meeting which will certainly be very interesting for all.
November meeting:  This will be our last meeting for the year and will be followed by the working bee and of course our wonderful end-of-year barbeque on Nov 27th.

Friends of Damper Creek Inc.
End of Year Barbeque

Sunday Nov 27th  - from 12:30pm 
(after the Nov working bee)
Annual subscriptions are now due…
$2 per person or $5 per family.
Even if you are unable to attend meetings and/or working bees we still value your moral (& financial) support.  Your subscription helps us to keep the creek running!
Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.

Annual membership: only $2 each or $5 for a family.


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:

	
	October 2005
	What / where?

	Meeting:
	Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm
	Guest Speaker

	W-Bee:
	Sun 30th  -  10 am
	Middle bridge

	
	November 2005
	What / where?

	Meeting:
	Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm
	Committee

	W-Bee:
	Sun 27th  -  10 am
	Middle bridge
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