Dear Friends,
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A big thank you to all the volunteers who attended our Clean Up Damper Creek Day.  We collected the usual litter… cans, bottles, chip packets etc, and the reserve looks much better for it.  We agreed there was also much less dog poo around too so a big thank you to everyone who is picking up after their dog.  

A school of fish was spotted on the day by a few people down near the golf club and Philip Johnstone was quick to observe and identify them.  Here’s his report…
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Recently there have been sightings of schools of fish in the lower ponds of the creek near the golf course.  These fish are Gambusia, also commonly known as mosquito fish.  They were introduced to Eastern Australia in 1929 as they had been commonly considered as a simple method of combating mosquitoes.  The Gambusia probably make fast work of mosquito larvae however the jury is still divided on their overall benefits compared with the native fish, such as the Galaxias, that would have originally populated these waters.  The Gambusia can grow up to 30-40 mm with the female distinctly larger than the male.  The male is identified by its long anal fin.  It is notable that the female does not lay eggs but gives birth to 40 to 50 live young (up to 4 times per year).  Gambusia dominate many habitats where they are introduced.  Gambusia are aggressive and nip the fins of other fish species as well as eat their eggs.  They are highly successful as they mature early, have a high survival rate of fry and a large annual number of  broods.  They are also able to gulp air from the surface when there is low oxygen in the water.  Their presence results in the reduction and possible disappearance of native fish species.  They also eat the eggs of frogs.  In this environment there are few predators of the Gambusia as they are too small and fast for birds.  In Qld they are declared noxious pests.  So on balance, maybe our Damper Creek would be better off with the native Galaxias rather than the Gambusia. 

Philip Johnstone

Snakes in the reserve.

Whilst walking home from school at about 3:20pm  on Friday 11th March, Mija Blanco was startled by a snake sunning itself near the edge of the pathway beside the main pond.  The snake was clearly visible, lying very close to the edge of the path (between the path and the pond).  Please be aware that snakes inhabit the reserve, keep an eye out for them and keep a safe distance.  We believe the snake was a copperhead of about 1.5m in length. 

TORTOISE, DANCING

Standing in the sun, by the creek.  The sounds of traffic and the city, not so far distant, soaked up by gum, acacia and olive toned bracken.  Water, grey-green, turbid with the washings of a thousand gutters.  Ducks at the edge, plain brown ducks, sensibly keeping to the shade. An occasional dive, a duck-dive, small splash, continuous with the surroundings, ordinary and unheard.  The whole place somnambulant in the mid morning heat; rich with the smell of Australian summer.

Water without a ripple, shadows of reeds mottling the surface, sunlit in the centre.  There, three swimmers, each following the other in a slow flowing curve, water undisturbed, small legs pushing oversized bodies, necks craning forward.  A figure eight, or infinity.

Me, baking in the full glare of the sun.  Neck burning, brain beginning to liquefy.  Shade only a footstep away, but not wanting to move for fear of losing the moment.  An audience of one, at a special performance.  Tortoise, Dancing.

Ian Parry

As “Damper Doings” belongs to all members I am always on the lookout for contributions from members to include in the newsletter.  If you have any information to report such as wildlife sighting, something of interest from a publication or maybe  you just wish to share a special Damper Creek moment with other members then please get in touch.  Just like Philip, Mija and Ian did!


General Business

Please note that due to Easter the next working bee will be held on Sunday April 3rd.  Activities will include general maintenance work and weeding training for those interested.  Please meet at the middle bridge for further instructions.

Unfortunately we were unsuccessful in obtaining a grant from Melbourne Water for further planting in Bell Bird Corner.

Heritage Grant.  Due to the amount of the Grant being over $5000 the Commonwealth requires an auditor to certify the expenditure of the funds.  This is in hand but will require some additional expenditure and time.

A consortium of Friends Groups will be attending Damper Creek Reserve for an inspection on Saturday April 9th. Some members will be present to act as guides in the Reserve.

A draft of the Damper Creek Brochure has been forwarded to council for their assessment.  The brochure is intended to be a simple leaflet for general consumption and not to be as detailed as to include Nature Trail material or Weed material.  It will be designed by Council and contract staff, officially launched, and available on request.  Copies will also be held at Council offices, libraries, other centres, schools etc.  A 5000 run of the brochures is anticipated.


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:

	March 2005 

Meeting: Wed 23rd – 7:30 pm

Working Bee: Sun 3rd April
Weeding & weed identification.

	April 2005

Meeting: Wed 27th – 7:30 pm

Working Bee: Sun 1st May – 10:00 am


Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am - 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.
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