Dear Friends,

MEETINGS, MEETINGS, MEETINGS….

[image: image1.wmf]Wish they weren't so boring?  We do too.  So from our next monthly meeting we will be trying a different approach.

Our next meeting on Wednesday June 22, will be informal. No minutes, reports, proposing and seconding.  Just a relaxed discussion over coffee and tea about the Damper Creek things we think are interesting and amusing and important.

The following meeting (July 27) will be a Committee Meeting.  We still have to do all those tedious things that keep the Friends operating smoothly.  While we call it a Committee Meeting, if you would like to come along and join in the process, please feel free!

The meeting after that (August 24) will be the Annual General Meeting and we need a big roll up of our many members, supporters and colleagues to show we are all still interested.  An interesting Guest Speaker has been arranged.  Details will be in the July Newsletter.

Future meetings will continue to alternate between Informal, Committee & Guest Speaker.  The September meeting will be another informal gathering and so on…


Healthy Parks, Healthy People

Over the next 5 years Parks Victoria will implement significant environmental and recreational initiatives under the banner Healthy Parks, Healthy People.   One of these initiatives will be to communicate to all Victorians the benefits of a healthy park system and its contribution to the health of individuals and society.  Healthy Parks Healthy People encourages people to enjoy the outdoors, experience and appreciate nature through recreation and involvement in voluntary activities.  The program aims to demonstrate the link between a healthy parks system and a healthy community.  By doing this, and encouraging individuals to value the natural environment it will contribute to the protection of our biodiversity. 
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A few months ago I was surprised to learn that recent sightings of eastern spinebills in the reserve had been rare.  It surprised me mainly because I have at least one pair of these beautiful little birds visiting my garden almost every day.  The previous owner of our property had planted a couple of exotic fuchsias (Fuchsia magellanica) outside the kitchen window.  The shrubs flower almost all year round and provide a consistent supply of nectar for the spinebills and the occasional honeyeater.  As I look out my kitchen window I can closely spy on the brightly coloured birds as they flit from flower to flower to collect the sweet nectar, occasionally pausing to sing their cheerful song.  The shrubs are quite large and attractive and although they are not native, their presence is much appreciated by the birds and by me!


Good or bad? 

All around Australia, wherever you look, smart animals are adapting to changes caused by humans: blue tongue lizards in backyards, eastern water dragons living in pools, dams and water features, frogs in backyard ponds, birds and possums living in roofs.  All these animals are living and breeding in what environmentalists of the past would regard as a very disturbed environment.  

There is really no part of the planet that isn't feeling the impact of man's hand, so is trying to preserve things exactly as they once were futile?  Perhaps the issue now is that we have to manage change, rather than fight it and pretend that things will never change. 

We've actually come to a stage in the history of the world where we really don't know what's bad for an area and what's good.  For example, exotic plants such as lantana and privet have escaped from gardens and are colonising urban bushland areas.  These 'weeds' thrive in the moist, nutrient-rich outflow from septic tanks but so do some Australian native plants, including native daphne (Pittosporum undulatum) and bleeding heart tree (Omalanthus populifolius), which are now also regarded as weeds.  Surprisingly, native animals have adapted to the situation and use both native and exotic plants for food and shelter.  So are we really sure if all native plants are good, while all weeds (including native weeds) and exotic plants are bad?  … some food for thought.
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General Business

User Survey:  All completed surveys have been delivered to Monash Council.  Members who had conducted surveys reported strong support for the current way the Reserve is managed.  Many thanks to those who assisted.

Brochure:  Council has produced a final draft of the Valley Reserve/Damper Creek brochure and printing should commence shortly. 

Private Weeding Program:  The program appears to be progressing smoothly, however, the need for a good quality map of the Reserve, highlighting those areas covered by the program, has been emphasised.

Ian Parry reported that in discussions with David Bruce the matter of the Middle Bridge interpretative sign was raised and action appears to be being taken.

Interesting websites:
www.bv.com.au  - Bicycle Victoria

www.helpforwildlife.com 

www.acfonline.org.au  - Australian Conservation Foundation

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:


June 2005
What / where?

Meeting:
Wed 22nd  –  7:30 pm
Informal

W-Bee:
Sun 25th  –  10 am
Middle bridge


July 2005


Meeting:
Wed 27th  –  7:30 pm
Committee

W-Bee:
Sun 31st  -  10 am
Middle bridge


August 2005


Meeting:
Wed 24th  -  7:30 pm
A.G.M.
(Guest Speaker)

W-Bee:
Sun 28th  -  10 am
Middle bridge
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