The Victorian National Parks Association (VNPA) is inviting people to take out membership to their association.  The VNPA was formed over 50 years ago as an independent, non-government, and non-profit organisation to promote the protection of Victoria’s natural areas.  In that time the VNPA has won protection for many special places in Victoria including MT McKay and Wilson’s Promontory, marine environments and the Box-Ironbark ecosystems of northern Victoria.  


By joining the VNPA members are actively supporting the protection and management of Victoria’s natural areas.  Members can participate in many activities/programs such as bushwalking & other outdoor activities, under 35’s social nights, “walk, talk & gawk” guided walks, excursions to parks & places of interest, volunteer days as well as receiving regular newsletters & discounts to VNPA books and leading outdoor gear shops.


Membership is $30 (concession), $45 (single), $55 (household).  Corporate & other subscriptions are also available.  Further details are on our noticeboards, or call 9347 5188 or visit www.vnpa.org.au for further information.

New Members:  Friends of Damper Creek would like to welcome Ian Parry of Surrey Rd. - nice to see you at the working bee, Ian!

Many thanks to Philip Johnstone for his continued updates to the Friends of Damper Creek website.

To be a member of Friends of Damper Creek is still only $2.00 per person or $5.00 per family.  If you would like to join please bring along your payment to the next meeting or working bee, or you can drop it in to one of the addresses listed in this newsletter.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 24th March
7:30pm - Alvie Hall
Guest speaker - botanist, Steven Sinclair

All members & non-members are most welcome to attend this most informative presentation.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 28th March

10:00am – 12:00 noon
Meet at the middle bridge for further instructions.
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Dear Friends,

The Kangaroo Apple (Solanum laciniatum) seems to be sprouting everywhere at the moment and larger specimens are busily producing fruit.  Some are still fruiting despite looking completely dead otherwise! 
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Found throughout the eastern states of Australia and also in NPG and NZ, the kangaroo apple is a fast growing shrub with a short life expectancy of 5-6 years.  It has dark green lobed leaves shaped rather like the track of a kangaroo's foot (hence the name) and violet flowers in summer which are followed by orange red fruits.  The fruits start off green then turn yellow to orange and are scarlet when ripe.  (Aborigines ate the fruit only when they had become soft-ripe and deep orange coloured – unripe fruit is poisonous and should not be eaten). 

 The plant will often appear in suburban gardens as birds spread the seed.  It can be used as a "fill-in" plant whilst waiting for other species to develop, at which time it can be removed.  The kangaroo apple is a good screening shrub which can become scraggly but will regenerate after heavy pruning.  (A word of warning: don’t put the ripe fruit in your pocket – they may appear firm but will quickly turn to mush, creating a nasty mess..! – Ed.)


Guest Speaker

March Meeting 24th March 2004
Alvie Hall

cnr Alvie Rd & High Street Rd

Can't grow certain native plants in your garden? …Then come along to the March meeting as we are very fortunate to have botanist Steven Sinclair attending.  

Steven will be presenting a very informative discussion on the indigenous plants of the Monash area and the conditions they require for success.  

This will be a truly valuable experience and we encourage all members to attend.  Non-members are also most welcome.

The meeting commences at 7:30 pm and the presentation is expected to commence shortly after 8:15 pm.
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News Snippets

Work on the Tarella Bridge has been completed!  The bridge appears to be a very sturdy structure that will provide pedestrian access for many years to come.

February working bee...  Dedicated members weeded along the creek north & south of the middle bridge.  This was quite an easy task as the creek bed north of the middle bridge was completely dry, despite having had some rain throughout the previous night!  

Clean Up Australia Day…  Despite coinciding with the Australian Grand Prix weekend, approximately 22 volunteers (mostly non-members) cleaned up the Damper Creek & Bellbird Corner areas.  The usual assortment of bottles, aluminium cans, cigarette buts & general rubbish was collected including a mobile phone that was handed in to the police.  The general agreement was that apart from the Bellbird Cnr area, there was less rubbish to be collected than in previous years.  Many thanks to all who participated. 

Autumn Frog Census.  Recordings of the frog populations in the main pond will be taken over the next couple of weeks, as one species - most likely the spotted marsh frog - is very vocal at the moment.  They can be heard during the day as well as at night making a short “BOK” sound.  Please note that we will not be arranging an after-meeting recording session this time.  If you would like to participate in the census by making your own recordings, either at Damper Creek or elsewhere, please contact: 
Emma Campbell (Education Officer) for a frog kit.

ph: 9235 2253, 

Education@melbournewater.com.au
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