Dear Friends,

What a great time we had at the June working bee.  It was a beautiful morning; the sun was out to warm us up as we all worked diligently to plant a variety of plants on the eastern slope of the walking track, north of the middle bridge.  The usual faces were all there, together with some not so familiar, and a load of kids that kept Frank Palma entertained as he tended the campfire.  Plants included Lomandra, Dianella, Poa, Bulbine Lilies, Clematis and more.  It was a very productive morning and also a great opportunity to catch up with other members for an extended chat over billy tea and biscuits.  A special thanks to Philip Johnston for providing some delicious homemade scones that didn’t last long at all.  Let’s hope this is the start of a regular occurrence?!  The July working bee will undoubtedly be an equally successful and rewarding event and we look forward to seeing you there.   

Presidents report.

Year 2003/2003 has been a great year of achievements.

Major highlights have been:

· Finalist in City Pride 2004 awards (Dame Phyllis Frost Community Section).

· Working bees which resulted in planting & weeding.

· Barry Hunter made a Life Member.

· Completed Parks Vic and Melbourne Water projects - total of $10,100.

· Planning commenced on nature trail.

· A memorial seat in Valley Reserve for Alf & Esma Salkin.

· Commencement of work at Bellbird Corner.

· Clean Up Australia with help from some non-members.

I wish to thank:

All our members who supported our group, with attendance at meetings and working bees;

Kevin Ryland for his work as secretary for many years;

Graeme Lawrence for his treasury work;

Margret Bartels for noticeboard upkeep;

Committee: Diane Carra (vice president), Romy Orfanelli (public officer), Bev Counsell, and Philip Johnstone (also website maintenance);

Bush Crew: Danny, Michael and Mark;

Monash Council for their continued support for Damper Creek;

Lisa Blanco for her excellent editorial work on Damper Doings.

The challenges for 2004/2005 for the Friends group are:

To continue the standards that have been achieved in previous years;

Have more members attend monthly meetings;

Have more members volunteer their services for official positions.

THANKS & KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!

Frank Palma (President )

10th Annual General Meeting

At this meeting all Office Bearers’ positions are to become vacant.  A number of our committee members have continuously served since our formation in 1993.  

We now need other members to play their part and help run our Group and provide new ideas and enthusiasm.  We are a very successful group and have achieved much since 1993.

Please give serious thought to contributing to help our Group continue its success.  The roles are not very demanding and someone is there to give help and advice.

General Meeting Agenda

i. Confirm minutes of 9th Annual General meeting.

ii. President’s Report.

iii. Financial Report.

iv. Election of Office Bearers – all positions to be declared open.

Kids, did you know… that bats see with sound?  All bats have eyes, but insectivorous bats have only very small eyes.  Insectivorous bats emit ultrasonic calls.  These bats then assess the position of objects by the reflection of vibrations produced by their call.  They are able to navigate and locate prey without using sight.   Reflection of objects is collected by large ear flaps.  It is therefore said they “see” with their ears rather than their eyes!

News snippets…
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National Tree Day is on Sunday 25th July this year and although this does not coincide with our working bee date we have been advised that Planet Ark are happy for us to use our regular working bee date of Sunday 1st August as an alternative National Tree Day.  Planting shall take place near the Stephenson’s Road car park from 10am.   See you there!

Supplementary grant - Since our last meeting our application has been successful and Melbourne Water has granted us $500.00 for additional plants.  Plants to be located adjoining Alvie Road at the rear of the Alvie Hall car park.

Bellbird Corner: At this stage we can report that the preliminary site work has been completed.  

2004 Monash World Environment Day Awards.  

Congratulations to the following people for their outstanding achievements.

Residential Renovation/New Building/Residential Development:

- Winner: Chris & Dianne Carra (Vice President - FoDC)

Community Leadership (Individual):

- Winner: Alf Salkin (Friends of Valley Reserve)

- Special Commendations: Ted Mason and Rosemary Cowen.


Ritchies Community Benefit Card.  We would like to remind members to nominate Friends of Damper Creek for their community benefit card at Ritchies IGA Supermarket in Mt Waverley.  Ritchies has to date provided Friends of Damper Creek with just over $430 (excl GST) since the Mt Waverley store opened.

A tribute plaque to Alf & Esma Salkin has now been installed on a seat overlooking the grassed area in Valley Reserve, just down the path heading south from the amenities block.  

Stage 8 rocks which had been removed or undermined have been repaired and restored.  The damage may have been caused by an increase in water level due to works downstream.

Doug Scott and the local venturers group are looking into producing a nature trail pamphlet for visitors to Damper Creek Reserve, similar to one at Wattle Park Reserve. 
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Annual membership subscriptions are now due.

Membership to Friends of Damper Creek is still only $2:00 per person or $5:00 per family.  Thank you to those members who have paid their subscriptions.  If you haven’t yet, please bring along your payment to the July meeting or to the July working bee, or you can drop it in to one of the addresses listed in this newsletter.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

10th Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 28th July

7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Friends of Damper Creek 
- Next Working Bee

Incorporating National Tree Day

Sunday 1st August

10:00am – 12:00 noon

Meet at the Stephensons Road Carpark
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ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	President: 
	Frank Palma
	9807 5301

	
	23 Sunhill Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Secretary:
	Kevin Ryland 
	9807 4933

	
	1 Sunhill Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Treasurer:
	Graham Lawrence
	9807 9215

	
	41 Essex Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Editor:
	Lisa Blanco
	9830 8946

	
	31 Park Road, Mt Waverley
	

	
	eljay159@ozemail.com.au
	


www.vicnet.net.au/~damper

	Printed by courtesy of the City of Monash
as a community service. 

Responsibility for editorial content
is solely that of the editor.
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