News Snippets

Monash Council dog inspectors have been spotted in the reserve on several occasions recently.  Dog owners should remember to carry a plastic bag at all times for collecting & disposing of their dog’s droppings.  Failure to do so could result in an on-the-spot $100 fine or $500 if the matter is taken to court.  Several walkers are also allowing their dogs to swim in the pond.  Please remember this is an offence and a serious threat to the flora and fauna that reside there.

2003 Spring Frog Census.  A group of members headed down to the pond after the October meeting and recorded one lonely southern brown tree frog.  Fortunately the frogs have been considerably more vocal since then and their rowdy serenade has been recorded and submitted.  The call of an unknown frog was recorded and hopefully it will be identified by the frog watch group… We’ll let you know.

The October Working Bee was attended by several members and their dogs.  Everyone had a great time weeding around Ryland’s Rail, while the dogs got to know each other better.  Newsletters were handed out to several curious passers-by and we encourage them to take the next step and join our worthwhile group!  

A Nocturnal nature walk will take place after the November meeting (Wed 26th Nov).  An environmental officer from City of Monash will be our guide so this should be a very interesting evening for both adults and children.  Bring your torch.

Friends of Damper Creek would like to welcome new member Jo Clyne.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members who have contributed to the newsletter this year.  Your contributions are most welcome and gratefully accepted. – Ed.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 26th November
7:30pm - Alvie Hall
This is our last meeting for the year and we’d love to see you there... Don’t forget the nocturnal nature walk after the meeting.  Bring your torch.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 30th November
10:00am – 12:00 noon
Meet at the middle bridge for general maintenance.

End of Year BBQ 
& 10th Anniversary Celebrations 

Sunday 30th November
From 12:00 noon
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Dear Friends,

You may have seen media reports recently about the problem of Indian Mynas (also called common mynas).  

Like many animals the Indian Myna can be different things to different people.  In some countries people keep Mynas as pets and they have been taken to many parts of the world by people who like their jaunty "attitude" and clear, striking calls.  They occur naturally from Afghanistan through India to Indochina and are referred to as the “Farmer’s Friend” because they eat insects that destroy crop plants.  Indian Mynas were brought to Melbourne in 1862 to reduce insect pests in market gardens and then taken to many other places in Australia, including northern Queensland, where it was thought they would control insect pests of sugar-cane.  Cane Toads were introduced to Australia for the same reason!

Indian Mynas are an economic problem in some places because they damage fruit and grain crops and their noise and smell can be annoying to people in the suburbs. For this reason Mynas have been called "Flying Cane Toads", "Garbage Birds” and the “Rats of the Sky”.  But their most serious "crime" is that they reduce biodiversity. 

Tree hollows are in short supply over much of Australia because of clearing for agriculture.  Indian Mynas nest in tree hollows and nest boxes, and therefore compete with native cavity-breeders.  They are very aggressive and extremely persistent when breeding.  They show no preference for size or shape of hollow or of entrance size.  They build voluminous nests inside hollows which many native birds dislike as well as building dummy nests in adjacent hollows to help protect a breeding territory.  When wet, their old nests can "work" like a compost, killing the chicks of those birds which lay on them.  They also evict small mammals like Sugar Gliders from hollows - which commonly means a death sentence for the Gliders because they have nowhere else to go.  Indian Mynas are one of the world's most successful birds and a very formidable competitor.

Indian Mynas are birds of open woodland that have adapted easily to open landscapes created by humans.  There is not much woodland left in Australia and this additional threat to native wildlife can be a serious problem.  

So what can we do to reduce their devastating effect on our wildlife?  There has been some success in the eradication of Indian Mynas using specialised traps where the birds can be caught and then humanely disposed of.  Special nesting boxes are also being developed which either provide entry for smaller parrots but not Indian Mynas or permit entry to all birds but can be monitored, allowing the trapping of feral birds that nest in them.

As a community we can provide refuges for native birds in our yards by planting native flora that provide food and shelter.  We can increase the availability of breeding hollows by installing nest boxes that can be monitored and we can make sure we don’t leave bird seed or pet food outside where it can become a meal for feral birds.   

Summer Fire Safety

Bushfire season is upon us again and although we have had a considerable amount of rain recently we should not become complacent.  The recent rain has allowed weeds to flourish, contributing to the increased undergrowth.  This undergrowth is quite lush at the moment but the summer heat will soon dry it out and create a potential fire hazard.  It is quite likely that further clearing of the undergrowth will be undertaken by Monash Council, however it is still important for residents to responsibly maintain their own properties.  The following guidelines should be considered.

· Don’t leave timber or rubbish stacked against the back or side fence, especially if that fence is between you and the reserve.

· Keep areas around and under the house and sheds clear of combustible materials.

· Remove branches overhanging the house or outbuildings such as sheds or garages.

· Keep your BBQ well maintained and free from gas leaks and built up fat.
Always have an evacuation plan for you and your family.
The Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc.


invite you to join us for our

End-of-Year BBQ
& 10th Anniversary Celebrations
on

Sunday  30th November
 

Lunch will be held at the end of 

Sunhill Road/Alice Street at 12:15pm 

after the November Working Bee

Food will be provided

BYO drinks, cups, chairs etc.

RSVP by 26th November 

to Frank Palma on 9807 5301
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Lunch is sponsored by the City of Monash

Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc. 

would like to wish all members and their families 

a Safe and Happy Festive Season.
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