News Snippets

Last meeting…

[image: image1.wmf]After closing the May meeting most of the attendees headed down to the main pond to record frog calls for the Autumn frog census.  It was a very cold night and unfortunately not a croak was to be heard.  As we had a similar result last year it has been agreed that we will attempt our frog recordings much earlier in the season next Autumn as frogs were heard several times during March and April.  Even though we were unable to record any frogs it was still a worthwhile visit.  The creek is a very different place at night.  With only moonlight and a torch to guide your way, your hearing takes over where your vision fails and a nocturnal world is discovered.  This is the time you’ll hear (and possibly see) possums, bats, sugar gliders, tawny frogmouths and other night-time feeders.  It must be said, however, that it was quite nice to return to the warmth of Alvie Hall for a hot cup of tea, some bickies and a chat!
Membership subscriptions…

June has come around quickly again which means we are coming to the end of our financial year.  This also means that annual subscriptions are due again on June 30th.  To be a member of Friends of Damper Creek is still only $2:00 per person or $5:00 per family.  Please bring along your payment to the June meeting or to the June working bee, or you can drop it into one of the addresses listed in this newsletter.

Please note that the Annual General Meeting will take place at the July meeting (Wed 27th - 7:30pm).


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 25th June
7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 29th June 
10:00am – 12:00 noon

Meet at the middle bridge for further instructions.

Billy tea at 11:00
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Dear Friends,

Thank you to the members who attended the May working bee.  It is great to see people regularly willing to leave their cosy homes to go outside and get their hands dirty despite the less than appealing weather!  Those who attend these events are rewarded with the friendly banter of like-minded people, billy tea and biscuits, and the knowledge that they are doing something very worthwhile for their community and themselves.  It is also a great opportunity to gather information on various plants and weeds as the bush crew are always eager to pass on their knowledge of plants and the Damper Creek environment.  This information can be very helpful when considering plants for your own garden.

[image: image4.wmf]The reward last month was also the chance to do some planting that is a little different to the norm.  We planted aquatic plants in and beside the creek, north of the Tarella Dr Bridge and in section 8 (south of High St Rd).  Planting in the creek required dexterity to avoid wet feet (or worse) and also a little ingenuity to anchor the plants so they wouldn’t be washed away in the next downpour.  It was also the perfect opportunity to remove items such as rusty soft-drink cans, broken glass and other rubbish from within the creek.  .

Nardoo
(Marsilea drummondii)

One of the plants chosen for last month’s working bee was Nardoo.  An aquatic fern of inland Australia, it forms clumps about 8-10 cm high at the edge of inland lakes, but more usually is a submerged plant, with leaves reminiscent of four-leafed-clover, floating on the water surface.  It also produces edible sporocarps that form as the water dries up.

Nutritious food can be made from the spores of this plant if it is prepared correctly.  Aboriginal people in northwest Victoria collected the spore cases, roasted them, discarded the cases then ground the spores to make cakes.

Two well-known Australian explorers, Burke and Wills, 'starved to death' eating Nardoo. The plant (along with some freshwater mussels) contains an enzyme (thiaminase) that destroys Vitamin B1.  By rejecting the Aboriginal method of preparing the nardoo, which neutralises the toxic enzyme, the explorers developed a thiamine deficiency and eventually died of beriberi.

Nardoo will often grow in an area that has recently flooded, and is responsible for a large number of cases of thiamine deficiency and death in sheep.

Essay competition…

To encourage environmental awareness of Damper Creek we are running an essay competition for school children in years 5-6 (primary) & 7-8 (junior secondary).  

The essay theme is “Our Local Environment - Damper Creek”.  The essay should be approximately 200 words long and is due at the end of Term III.  

A prize will be awarded to the winner of each category.

Monash World Environment Awards 2003

Awards Ceremony Thursday 5th June

Our group entered the Community and Leadership Award (Organisation) section and were represented at the awards ceremony by Frank Palma, Di Carra and Kevin Ryland.  

Terry Lane from the ABC was the guest speaker and presenter.  Terry spoke about individuals accepting their responsibility to the environment instead of leaving others to organise it for them.  

There were four finalists in the school poster competition with the winner being Erin Osborne-West of Hughesdale Primary School.  

The Winner of our section was FRIENDS OF DAMPER CREEK RESERVE INC.  “Friends of Damper Creek comprises more that 70 members and is in its 10th year of operation.  The group have been successful in achieving grant funding for revegetation, education and community development projects and have been active in delivering several important guides relating to: Weeds of the Monash Area, Damper Creek Reserve Visitor Information, Water Quality Monitoring.”

Di Carra who submitted our entry was presented with our certificate, together with a $50.00 voucher from Holmesglen Nursery.  Copies of the certificate are posted on the noticeboards.

Many thanks to Di for preparing and submitting our entry.

Congratulations, Friends of Damper Creek!
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