Editorial

Damper creek reserve is resplendent in its winter blooming, with the spectacular wattles, predominately Black Wattles, (Acacia decurrens), providing cheer on the dullest of days. Clematis – (C.microphylla) or “Old man’s Beard” – so named due to its wispy silvery seed heads, is flowering en masse with attractive greenish cream flowers entwined on fences and undergrowth.  Also providing a colourful display are the purple/pink Hardenbergias and pink and white Hakeas – (H. sericea )

The recent rains have benefited the establishment of new plantings of grasses and herbaceous plants.  Note extra W ’Bee 16th August for more planting.

Annual General Meeting 
The AGM will be held on Wednesday 26th August, the schedule will be:

7.30 pm  address by guest speaker Dr. Greg Moore,   followed by question time.  

8.15 pm  supper - a chance to  mingle

8.50 (approx) Guest leaves AGM commences.

Guest speaker for AGM Dr. Greg Moore is from Burnley College, his interests include revegetation and ecology with specific interest in arboriculture.  Amongst the organisations with which Dr. Moore is involved are the National Trust of Victoria’s Register of Significant Trees.  The Board of Greening Australia, and he has been a regular on radio, particularly ABC774 and 3AW.  The title of Dr. Moore’s talk is “Vegetation Pays its Way during Climate Change”, a topic which will be of great interest to us all.

Election of officers: nominations for any position on the executive are sought and should be notified before the meeting to the secretary

Important Items for Discussion

1. The functioning of the Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc. (FoDCR) be included in addition to the Constitution. This is to be headed “Governance”

Governance is defined as [noun] conduct of life or business.

2. Under normal circumstances, the Friends Group will meet monthly except in December and January.

3. The committee of management (the Executive) will hold a meeting before each monthly general meeting of members referred to in 2 above.

4. In the case of a development on land abutting Damper Creek  Reserve which the FoDCR considers  inappropriate (to the best interests of the Reserve), the FoDCR will offer assistance to oppose the development.

Guest Speakers .

Our Guest speaker for the September meeting will be Ian Penrose, from the Yarra Riverkeeper Association.  Learn about the work of Yarra Riverkeepers, and the world wide Waterkeeper movement. 

Ian Penrose has worked in industry, he also headed the Victorian Govt. program to restore the Snowy River.

In 2006 Ian received Environment Victoria’s “Volunteer Conservation Award”.

Guest speaker for November Barry Counsel a founding member of FODC.

Annual fees are due!!!
New and unexpected visitors 

By Judy Borg

Warm and sunny days in late May and June have made for much joy in bird life at Damper Creek.  In late May I encountered my first family group of Yellow tailed black cockatoos: a family group of eight in the trees up from Tarella Bridge.  I was on the mulch covered, high path opposite them across the creek and able to observe them closely, at tree top level.  They were eight in all: parents and four young birds, with two juveniles on a bare tree beside.  Their calling – a “creaky gate” sound, kept a regular beat. The female parent looked good natured but dowdy, with dark brown breast feathers and low, dull cream cheeks. Two young birds challenged the juveniles for their vantage point on the bare tree and were immediately shooed back.

Family groups and larger numbers of the Yellow tailed black cockatoos visited through June – while on that wonderfully warm and sunny day June 19 (almost winter solstice) I came across perhaps 40 birds in the trees opposite the fern gully and the remnant bushland on the east side – a lovely sight as the afternoon sun caught the long yellow tail feathers and contrasting black of some birds that were constantly moving, joying in the sun and plentiful food.

We’ve had other exotic visitors too – including a young Crimson Rosella on Queen’s Birthday, her brilliant red and purple equal to any livery.  Our one only Crimson Rosella is overjoyed with his mate!  But the most exotic bird I noted that week was a beautiful LARGE duck with French-grey head and silvery collar and a brown and white body, certainly not a native.  It was paddling in the lake with our resident breeding black duck pair and later flew with them to their favourite pool past Tarella Bridge.  Next day I saw it sleeping on one yellow leg on a reed bed, beside a comatose chestnut teal!  It kept company with Junior too, when he put in an appearance. (Junior’s mate may have returned to her old haunt, since June is the one month between February and November when Black Ducks don’t breed!)  Let’s hope the advent of the breeding season doesn’t disturb the blood line or serendipity on Damper Creek pond.  

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12:30pm (morning tea at 11am)

Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice St. bridge.

	             
	       August
	

	Meeting: 
	Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall

	Extra W-Bee
	     Sun  16th  -   10 am
	Middle bridge

	W-Bee
	    Sun  30th -   10am 
	  Middle bridge

	
	
	

	
	       September        
	 

	Meeting:

W-Bee
	      Wed 23rd -   7:30 pm

Sun 27th  -  10 am
	       Alvie Hall

Middle bridge
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