Editorial

Revegetating Damper Creek

The grant from Melbourne Water has funded a magnificent flush of planting in Damper Creek.  To date around 8000 plants have been added to the Damper Creek ecosystem.  These have mostly been grasses and other low growing plants.  On Sunday July 12th planting on the slopes below Alice street comprised Austrodanthonia caespitosa or Common Wallaby grass.  The name may suggest this would be an easy species to gather seed from, but Roger from the bushcrew  tells me that stands of this species are difficult to find and the seeds for this season's planting were painstakingly gathered from a small remnant patch by the Oakleigh railway line.  Such are the lengths we must go to in order to reintroduce a species which has been thoughtlessly wiped out in our own locality.  In addition to the “common” wallaby grass, we also planted what must surely be the FODC favourite, the Chocolate Lily (Arthropodium strictum). And the decorative Wiry Buttons (Leptorhynchos tenuifolius).  These plant often have a tough time surviving in the reserve but the planting on Sunday was in an area which should be continually enriched with natural mulch washed down from the upper slopes.  Seldom have we worked in an area where we planted into a friable, moist soil and we have high hopes for the long term survival of these plants.  Other areas to look for are the Stephenson's Road end of the reserve where the creek gully has been densely planted with Carex species, an area opposite this on the slope South of the path, extensive areas on the steep slopes North of the creek near Tarella bridge and a large area near the Bengal Court entrance.

New Fence

Regular walkers in the park will have noticed that a new fence has been erected along the pathway leading South from the top of the Palma's plummet steps.  Some may question the aesthetics of this construction but concerned members can rest assured that this is a temporary feature, designed to prevent unauthorised access to the slopes below, allowing survival of hard earned revegetation in this area.

 Guest Speakers 

What a pleasure it was to hear Dr Frank Leahy talk of his adventures in the outback, retracing the Burke and Wills Expedition and identifying its campsites.  In particular Dr Leahy has spent decades locating a campsite known as “Plant Camp” where surplus equipment was “planted” in order to lighten the expedition's load and improve it's chances of survival.  Sufficient artifacts have now been recovered to give a high confidence that the site has been correctly identified.

Dr Leahy's modest and engaging style had the meeting captivated, his will be a hard act to follow.

The guest speaker for August will be Dr. Greg Moore of University of Melbourne whose subject is the environment and the water crisis.

The guest speaker for September will be Ian Penrose of WaterKeepers.

The guest speaker for November will be Mr Barry Counsel who will talk on the history of the FODC.

Annual General Meeting

Note that our AGM will be held in August (following the guest speaker).  Nominations for any position on the executive are sought and should be notified before the meeting to the secretary via email or at the July meeting.  Nomination forms are available on the website.

Annual fees are due!!!

Every year the treasurer agonizes over unpaid dues.  You have the power to lighten our treasurer's by paying your dues on time (by the end of June).  If you have trouble remembering the minimal membership fee, the ideal solution is to by yourself an enduring membership for $50-00 and never have to worry about paying again.  Nonfinancial members will be removed from the membership lists.

Birdbrain, me. (by Robert Yates)

Heading home 'round the corner of Belbird reserve from High Street Rd into Sunhill Rd a few years ago, I was approached by a clearly distressed black duck.  It came within about a metre of me, appearing to be injured.  When I tried to pick it up it backed away towards the storm water drain.  There was no way it would let me catch it so I started to head home.  Seeing this, the duck approached me again and as I started to head to the drain it moved even faster towards it.

Clearly this was desperation on behalf of the duck as it approached me again when I started moving away.  I began to notice it's wing was drooping and it was hobbling.  I followed it all the way to the drain.  This was no injured bird!  It was desperate.  Coming from the drain were these high pitched squeaks.  When I looked inside, from the height of the guard rail, eight one day old ducklings were scurrying backwards and forwards, unable to get out.

Yep, the old “bird with the injured wing” trick, and I fell for it.  There's a sucker born every day I guess.  No dumb bird this little black duck, it was a cry for help.  Thanks to the local wildlife carer with an extendable pool scoop, a cat carry box and much effort, mum and the chicks received a chauffeur drive to be rehoused in Damper Creek.  All true.  Oh, and one more thing, the next day there were storms.  If it wasn't for this quick thinking bird, all would have been lost in a deluge.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12:30pm (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:

	
	July
	Notes

	Meeting: 
	Wed 22nd  -  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall

	W-Bee:
	Sun  26th 10 am
	Middle bridge

	
	August
	

	Meeting:


	Wed 26th-  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall



	W-Bee:
	     Sun 28th– 10 am
	Middle bridge
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