Hidden Values in Damper Creek

We all know what is important in Damper creek, or do we?  The trees, the feeling of seclusion, the gurgling of the water as it flows over the rocks, the indigenous grasses...I could go on and so, probably, could you.  The evolution of Damper creek since it's rehabilitation was commenced has probably created a different place from that envisaged by those who met on September 26th 1968 to plan the preservation of Damper Creek.  An important motivation of that initial group was to preserve Damper creek as a place to walk dogs, as a place of quiet contemplation and as an adventurous recreational area for children.  Following the lining of the creek bed and intensive revegetation the character of the reserve has changed and it is now recognised as an important conservation resource.  This role does not always sit comfortably with the neighbours or the original 1968 “Damper Creek Development and Conservation Group”.  Indigenous grasses and groundcovers with aggressive seeds to catch in canine coats, shrubby middle storey plants, dead and dying shrubs that present a fire hazard, and, in particular, a large amount of woody debris on the ground which create an untidy and dangerous environment.  The following article from the “Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association” addresses this last point and may make members more comfortable with the management practices used in the reserve.

It's an Ill Wind 

by Brian Bainbridge president IFFA

“Destructive wind storms such as the one that ripped across Victoria on Wednesday , the second of April, are mercifully rare.  They have bought human misery and tragedy, but I couldn't help reflecting on the habitat bonanza they represent for animals along the Merri Creek where I work.


The maturing planted trees now produce large branches and logs that form substantial features for wildlife.  Fallen logs and branches , or “coarse woody debris” are a vital part of the habitat structure of woodlands.  They provide lizard “lounges” for basking on their sunny upper sides.  The cool moist undersides harbour worms, springtails, centipedes and beetles.  These spots also make good [places for skinks and geckoes to lay eggs.  As the wood decays, animal life flourishes .  Beetle larvae, ant and termite colonies, fungi and fungus gnats proliferate.  These feed spiders and predatory insects which, in turn, are food for robins, shrike thrushes and other ground feeding insectivorous birdlife.


The removal of fallen timber for firewood , has been recognised as a major threat to birds and other wildlife in Victorian woodlands.  Where possible we will try to encourage retention of these logs in Merri Creek revegetation plots.


The broken stumps and scars remaining on the trees may also allow the development of hollows.  So, in a decade or two, parrots, owls and tiny insectivorous bats may also be beneficiaries of that single wild Wednesday.”

Monash World Environment Day Awards

The exciting news for FODC is that the winner of the “Greenest Household” award was the Poppins family.  John and Helen Poppins are long term members of FODC and most will know John for his possum prowls through the reserve.  The Poppins family has installed rainwater tanks, reduced water consumption, established fruit trees and made significant efforts to protect and improve wildlife habitat both within and outside Monash municipality.  Most significantly, however, is the installation of 3kw of solar panels, generating an average of 8.9 kilowatt-hours per day, meaning they now produce most of their own electricity.  

Other awards were won by the Orica building, Sustainable Living Fabrics, Highvale Primary School and Friends of Scotchman's Creek and Valley Reserve.  The primary schools poster competitions were won by Ethan Asscher of Syndal South Primary School and Isabella Blanco of Essex Heights Primary School.

Guest Speaker June meeting of FODC

Liz Henry will be our guest speaker for June.  She is the director of the Bungalook  Indigenous Plants Nursery, a nursery that is a principal supplier of plants for use in reserves in the City of Whitehorse.  Liz will speak on the selection and propagation of plants for revegetation projects.  

At the conclusion of her talk members will have the opportunity to try propagation techniques on a number of species and will be able to take home the products of their labours for inclusion in their own gardens.

A word of warning: DO NOT WEAR YOUR BEST CLOTHES TO THIS MEETING AND BRING GLOVES.

Swayfield Ave Works

Frank Carder has examined the drainage works which extend into the reserve at the upper end of the fern gully.  The works have been completed in an environmentally sensitive manner and the damage to the fern gully has been minimal.  Unfortunately the council was not able to obtain funding for a raingarden project as part of these works.  Apart from the lack of funds this site has a gradient which would make it very difficult to incorporate a raingarden into the project. 

Waterwatch

Frank Carder is being trained in Waterwatch monitoring with Kevin Ryland offering to assist.  As each monitoring session requires at least two people we are looking for others to participate to spread the load.  Waterwatch monitoring consists of a series of measurements (turbidity, conductivity, pH, Phosphorus, dissolved Oxygen and temperature) as well as examining the small creatures (macroinvertebrates) that provide a vital indicator of the health of a stream.

If you feel you have (or wish to develop) the skills to do these measurements and can spend an hour or two per month, please let Frank know at the next meeting.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


June 2008
Notes

Meeting: 
Wed 25th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

Guest Speaker

W-Bee:
Sun 29th  -  10 am
Rear Yatama Ct


July 2008


Meeting:


Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

Guest Speaker

W-Bee:
     Sun 30th Jul-  10 am
Middle bridge
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