Barry Hunter

It is my sad duty to report on the passing of one of Damper Creek's stalwarts, Barry Hunter.  Barry passed away on Tuesday September 16th.

Barry was a member of FODC from its inception and was made a life member in recognition of his major contributions to the group's success.  Barry was one of the “originals”, those responsible for the salvage of Damper Creek from subdivision.  

Always ready for a chat about the reserve, his friendly and engaging manner as he walked his dog, will be greatly missed.  We express our condolences to Barry's wife, Doris.

Barry's name will live on in Hunter's hill and the plaque we erected to remember his contributions at last year's Christmas barbecue. 

A Walk With Steve Sinclair

A few weeks back I had the pleasure of accompanying John Poppins while Steve pointed out the extent of remnant vegetation along the railway reserve between Glen Waverley and Mount Waverley stations.  The purpose of this review was to assess the value of this link as part of a wildlife corridor, a topic of particular interest to John.

Steve is not only an experienced and highly regarded botanist but he also has particular knowledge of this area as he grew up only a kilometre or so from this railway line.

Considering the tough conditions experienced by this narrow strip of land, a remarkable number of plants have survived.  These include quite considerable numbers of the Common Flat-pea (Platylobium obtusangulum), a prostrate form of Snake Wattle, Acacia aculeatissima, the Running Postman, Kennedia prostrata, the Yellow Rush-lily (Tricoryne elatior) as well as numerous varieties of grasses and sedges, Austrodanthonias, Poas, Ghania, Lomandras and Dianella.  The list is not exhaustive, I could only recall a handful of those plants that Steve identified with such facility.  What is significant is that indigenous plants can survive in situations generally considered to be actively hostile to their existence.  Many of the plants survived on the steep sides of the railway cutting, where presumably nothing else could grow.  Others survived in spite of having ballast dumped on the ground.  Still others survived in small thickets, protected by the proximity of remnant eucalypts.

It is heartening to see the survival of these remnants but it is also depressing to see the considerable infestation of exotic grasses such as Kikuyu, garden escapes such as Watsonia and Monterey Pines.  Steve was also alert enough to point out some young clumps of the dreaded Serrated Tussock which, to my uneducated eye looked just like indigenous Wallaby grass.

One surprise Steve pointed out was the tiny Charles St. Reserve, a small reserve about the size of two house blocks, tucked in behind Avila college and adjacent to the railway line.  This small reserve contains high quality remnant vegetation and has been kept free of weeds by some unknown benefactor.  

2008: Year of the Currawongs

(Judy Borg)

This year the currawongs came very early.  It was scarce autumn - but right after that cold snap that covered the Dandenongs in a deep fall of snow.  We are accustomed to their winter presence- quietly feeding on the ground or in the gum trees, distinctive white spots on their tails.  (I recall seeing one in silhouette, late one evening, stripping bark to extract a long stick insect – that was transparent, bright orange against the sunset sky.)  I would come across them in daytime too: small family groups, working their way up the gully.  They were a strong presence only at dusk, when they seemed to call the whole reserve into order, from the middle bridge to the extremities. (Even if the kookaburra would come and sit high on the small branch of a gum beside the steep path to Alice St., with smaller birds arranged wither side of him obedient to their vale call.)


But this year the currawongs came suddenly in a large number, impossible to miss, and their repeated double call “galang, gelang” was part of the background music of the bushland.  The one night after committee meeting in mid September, Kevin Ryland  (one of the original Conservation and Development Group) told of their massed calling around mid day around the middle bridge.   Next morning I was down there soon after 11am and was amazed at the show.  From the trees either side of the upper path as far as the transverse roadway down, the currawongs were calling in wild, musical tones and flying to and fro from the gums as they did so.  The major music was coming from the thick break on the high side, but with some similar calls from the low and occasional single note: a female voice perhaps – like the female line above the pobblebonk chorus?


I walked to Park Road and back, to find their music unabated.  I walked then to Tarella bridge – and on the way back found the chorus was breaking up and some along the path to the fern gully were beginning to feed.  I came down again at 11am.  There was no wild currawong music – and I realised I hadn't seen or heard a currawong for some two weeks.  Presumably they are happily rearing their families now in the high timber of the Dandenongs – or further north.

But 11am is roughly the time the frog chorus starts in the lake.  Today I heard one or two voices joining in chorus – and an answering  “bop”.  It didn't sound like pobblebonks yet – but in another few, warm days, who knows?    (I missed them last year – did I never go down at midday?).  This year we are having a very special celebration at midday on 30th November.  Let's hope it will be marked by a full pobblebonk chorus from the lake.

p.s. The lake's return to health is signalled by the frequent visits of the chestnut teal pair and two resident breeding pairs of black duck.  One male is slightly smaller than his partner.  Is it Junior – found a new mate?  I hope so!

The Family of the Tree

We tread a dangerous path if we consider plants are inert and uncommunicative to one-another.   According to Lynn Dicks in New Scientist (Dec. 22/29 2007).  “It is becoming clear that plants have much richer social relationships than anyone imagined.  Many are in contact with one another by direct line or mysterious underground signals.  Others recognise and tolerate neighbours.  Some are even generous and self sacrificing towards their kin.”

Communication is most easily demonstrated in plants that form networks of interconnected, genetically identical plants such as strawberries, bracken, buttercups and bamboo.  It has been shown that an attack on one part of the network produces a response such as the production of chemicals that make other parts of the plant less palatable or tougher in the face of attack by, for instance, caterpillars.

More food for thought is provided by Susan Dudley of McMaster University in Ontario.  Susan has shown that when related plants are grown together in a pot, they compete less for resources than when unrelated plants of the same species are grown together.  It seems that, in the plant world, related plants cooperate whereas unrelated plants struggle against each other for dominance.

October Meeting

The meeting will be a short one followed by a walk into Damper Creek Reserve to record frog calls.  This walk will be led by John Poppins.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 -30 (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.
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