Dear Friends,

They say good things come to those who wait, and so the plant life of Damper Creek waited patiently, doing whatever their physiology allowed to conserve moisture… and finally the rain came.  Not enough to “swim” in, but enough to quench their thirst and fill their reserves until the next rain.  Evolution is an amazing process that encourages all living things to adapt to changing conditions and results in survival of only the fittest.  With the more frequent and longer dry spells we are experiencing, it appears the inhabitants of Damper Creek will have to continue to adapt to their changing environment…  

Snakes in the Reserve… No worries!  

The recent sighting of a copperhead snake in the reserve has been a cause of concern for some members.  Snakes have always lived at Damper Creek and are an indication of the healthy diversity of wildlife that we encourage and admire.  Like all native species they play an important role in the ecological balance of Damper Creek.  These snakes are not aggressive and will keep to themselves if left alone.

It has been suggested that the practice of feeding ducks can indirectly encourage snakes to the more populated areas of the reserve, such as the main pond.  Breadcrumbs left by people who feed the ducks attract rats and mice that inhabit the rock formations surrounding the pond.  In turn, these rodents attract the snakes as an abundant food source.  If you see someone feeding the ducks at the pond you might like to point this out to them!  

The kookaburras are doing their bit to control the snake population in the reserve.  One kookaburra was recently sighted with a small snake in its bill which it then promptly devoured!


Did you know?

[image: image1.wmf]Many people have noticed the large stone structures at the northern end of the reserve.  They appear similar to neolithic tombs seen in Europe.  Our local historical group, has shed some light on the situation.  Apparently during the earthworks in the reconstruction of the creek banks some many years ago, these stones were unearthed and we now conclude that the local Bunnerong native community had used them for ceremonial purposes.  To preserve our heritage these were re-erected on their sites.  Next time you pass by, sit down on the seats nearby for a moment and speculate how the Bunnerong people might have moved these stones to the site and set them up.  

News Snippets…

Next working bee – Sunday 1st May, meet at the middle bridge at 10am for further instructions.

Friends Network Tour.

On Saturday 9th April, a small but enthusiastic consortium of members of various friends groups visited Damper Creek as part of a guided tour organised by the Victorian Friends Network.  They were met and taken on a scenic tour of the Reserve by FoDC members: Graham Lawrence, Frank Palma, Kevin Ryland and Lisa Blanco.  Mark Palma from the council bushcrew was also on hand to impart his knowledge of the flora & fauna of Damper Creek.  Despite the very warm weather the visitors enjoyed the opportunity to see at first hand how our group operates and what we and Monash Council have achieved.  It was a very enjoyable afternoon for all who attended and we relished the opportunity to proudly  “show off” our Reserve.


11th Biennial Friends Network Conference.

On the weekend of September 16-18th the Victorian Friends Network, in conjunction with the Friends of Grampians Gariwerd, will host a conference at Roses Gap Recreation Centre in the centre of the Grampians.  Activities will include a program of workshops and presentations covering topics such as management issues, pest control, fire ecology, threatened species, as well as flora and fauna walks and historical site visits.  All members and their families of Victorian friends groups, such as Friends of Damper Creek, are invited to attend.   This will be a great opportunity to get away for the weekend and meet like-minded people in a beautiful bushland setting.  If you would like any further information please contact Lisa Blanco (email details on back page).  

Damper Creek Brochure.  The brochure details have been forwarded to council and are now in the hands of their graphic designer.

Damper Creek Survey.  Monash University medical students have compiled a series of questions aimed at users of Damper Creek Reserve.  The survey will be conducted by FoDC volunteers with the aim to determine why people visit the reserve and what they believe are its best assets and areas that can be improved upon.  Further details will be available at the next meeting.  

Subscription Reminder.  Some members still have overdue subscription fees for 2004/05.   If you are unsure whether your subscription is up-to-date please contact our treasurer Philip Johnstone.  Otherwise please forward your payment to any of the addresses listed below or renew at the next meeting or working bee.   Subscriptions are still only $2 per person or $5 per family. 


Vale Alf Salken.

It is with regret we note the passing of Alf Salken.

Alf was born in England and arrived in Australia as a young man knowing little about his new country.  He became fascinated with and an expert on the native plants of Australia, as did his late wife Esma.  (Alf claimed Esma was the expert!).  

He and Esma wrote books on Australian plants, including “Flora of the Waverley Area”.  He founded the Society for Growing Native Plants (Waverley).  

Alf was the founder and driving force, for many years, of Friends of Valley Reserve Inc.  His enthusiasm and knowledge influenced Council and Melbourne Water to recognise the benefits of using indigenous plants instead of the inappropriate willow trees etc along our creeks and gullies.  

Alf was an inspiration to our Group when we started 12 years ago.  He was generous with his time and knowledge and several times came as speaker to our monthly meetings to provide encouragement.  

Alf’s influence has been enormous throughout the City of Monash and his contribution to our environment as a cleaner and green City cannot be overstated.  

We, the Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc., thank Alf for his efforts started many years ago.  

Alf and Esma – You will be missed.
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Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:

	April 2005 

Meeting: Wed 27th – 7:30 pm

Working Bee: Sun 1st May – 10 am

	May 2005

Meeting:  Wed 25th – 7:30 pm
Working Bee: Sun 29th – 10 am


Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am - 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.

ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	President: 
	Graham Lawrence
	9807 9215

	
	41 Essex Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Secretary:
	Ian Parry
	9809 5527

	
	3/12 Surrey Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Treasurer
	Philip Johnstone
	9807 9096

	
	4 Purse Street, Mt Waverley
	

	Editor:
	Lisa Blanco
	9830 8946

	
	31 Park Road, Mt Waverley
	

	
	eljay159@optusnet.com.au
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