Dear Friends,

Words for Weeders.

The rains have come and Damper Creek is refreshed.  However, amongst the bright new growth danger lurks!  Those brave souls who have cleared areas of weeds during our long hot summer now recognise that the areas they have cleared are sprouting new growth that is predominantly made up of weeds.  To those who see all their work undone, take heart, this is the order of things and perseverance will win out eventually.

Efforts to clear an area of weeds fall into several phases.  The first phase, rewarding at the time, involves an initial clearance of weeds.  Progress is systematic and obvious, great quantities of waste are produced and it is easy to get a sense of a job well done.  Unfortunately, (please don’t let this discourage you from starting) this only removes the obvious growth.  What remains are ungerminated seeds and fragments of roots where the initial clearance has not been thorough.  Just add water and these will spring up before the remnant indigenous vegetation has a chance to flower, set seed and germinate.  What do we do from here?
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The second phase involves returning to the areas of best indigenous growth and ensuring that weeds are eliminated.  Such areas of indigenous growth  are the seed factories and they must be managed to provide the best crop of seeds for the next stage of the revegetation.  Once the indigenous plants are established in an area the weeding effort will drop to almost nothing.  

For those areas where there is little remnant vegetation the approach will depend on the weed species present.  The major weed to be eliminated, according to our Bush Crew, is Panic Veldt.  It is worthwhile leaving this until it gets to 5 or 10 cm high.  At this size it is readily identifiable and competition among seedlings will eliminate many of them by the time the strongest get to this size.  The area I am currently working on has a healthy growth of Briza Maxima (otherwise known as shaking grass or blowfly grass.  I intend leaving this until it gets tall enough to grab in clumps (10 to 20cm).  At this size I can work above the indigenous grasses and clear a large area in a short time.  While I am waiting for the Briza to grow enough to clear, there are two nasty annuals,  Cleavers (otherwise known as the velcro plant), and Epilobium or flickweed which must be attended to.  Both of these plants must be cleared as thoroughly as possible before they set seed, which they do very early in their growth cycle.

All news is not grim.  Among the weeds I can see a healthy crop of chocolate lilies coming up.  These grow from an underground tuber and  are dormant during the summer months.  (Another plant dormant during summer is the angled onion.  This can look rather similar to the chocolate lily but is distinguished by a single strong leaf whereas the chocolate lily has multiple leaves sprouting from ground level. ) Areas cleared in previous years are showing germination of  Microlaena, Austrodanthonia, poa, Acacia paradoxa, Goodenia ovata, Solanum aviculare, Gynatrix Pulchella, Cassinia  arcuata and  Olearia.  This re-colonization of Damper Creek by indigenous species is highly dependant on removal of weed competition and you can play an important part by participating in hand weeding.

Doug Scott

National Tree Day 

is Australia's biggest community tree-planting event. 

31st July 2005
Did you know that car owners need to plant 17 trees every year to counter the greenhouse emissions of their cars.
www.planetark.com
Frog Glue!

Did you catch the article in the Herald Sun (July 10) about the frog species that “may hold the key to a surgical glue potentially worth billions of dollars”?  After six years of study, CSIRO scientists say they are on the verge of a breakthrough in cloning the sticky secretions of the “holy cross” frog to produce an adhesive for flesh and internal wounds.  The frog glue is non-toxic and could revolutionise the way wounds heal.  Frogs are being “milked” for their secretions on a monthly basis so scientists can study the molecular structure in the hope of eventually synthetically manufacturing the glue.  

It is findings like this one that remind us of the importance of retaining our wildlife biodiversity, not only for the sake of maintaining healthy ecosystems but for their undiscovered potential to help us in all manner of ways. 

Holy Cross Frog (Notaden bennettii)
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Description: This very fat frog (55mm) is yellow, olive or green with a cross shaped pattern of black, red, white and yellow spots on its back.  Habitat: found in 'black soil' areas of slopes and plains as well as woodland, mallee and savannah habitats of central/northern NSW & southern QLD.  This burrowing frog is usually only found above ground after heavy rain.

Bird sightings.

There has been a reported sighting of a Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo

Calyptorhynchus funereus in the reserve in early July.  These birds feed largely on seeds of native trees and shrubs including eucalypts, banksias, hakeas, xanthorrhea.  Pines in plantations are worked for both pine seeds and for wood-boring insects.  They are nomadic or locally migratory and moderately common in South-eastern Australia.


General Business

June meeting (informal):  Attendees enjoyed a light supper of cheese & crackers with wine or coffee in a very relaxed atmosphere.  The conversation flowed freely and covered issues such as weeding, dogs, tree damage and litter.  Members are encouraged to attend these meetings where their concerns and ideas can be discussed informally.

July meeting (committee):  The July meeting will be a formal meeting and members not on the committee are also welcome to attend.

August meeting (AGM):  The August meeting is our Annual General Meeting and all members are encouraged to attend.  Our guest speaker for this meeting will be Michael Grant from the City of Monash.  He will be talking about the “Fauna of Damper Creek” including indigenous and invasive plants and will also discuss plants that are suitable for private gardens.

Private Weeding Program:  Who is private weeding?  The bush-crew need to know who is weeding, and when and where you are weeding.  You can register at the working bees or contact the bush-crew.

Interesting websites:

www.mov.vic.gov.au - Museum Victoria

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:

	
	July 2005
	What / where?

	Meeting:
	Wed 27th  –  7:30 pm
	Committee

	W-Bee:
	Sun 31st  -  10 am
	Middle bridge

	
	August 2005
	

	Meeting:
	Wed 24th  -  7:30 pm
	A.G.M.
(Guest Speaker)

	W-Bee:
	Sun 28th  -  10 am
	Middle bridge

	
	September 2005
	

	Meeting:
	Wed 28th  –  7:30 pm
	Informal

	W-Bee:
	Sun 2nd Oct  -  10 am
	Middle bridge
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