Dear Friends,

Yes, the newsletter is a bit early this month but for good reason…   The City of Monash Health and Recreation Departments will launch a new information brochure for Damper Creek and Valley Reserve, in conjunction with the Friends of Groups and Monash University CCP Medical Students at Valley Reserve this coming Wednesday 14th September at 2:30pm. 

This initiative aims to promote awareness of walking trails within the reserves and encourage greater community participation in walking.  A recent joint project undertaken with medical students from Monash University and local Friends of Groups identified walking as the preferred recreation activity within Monash reserves.  It was also highlighted that there is a lack of community knowledge of these reserves outside of the immediate local area.  This launch will also highlight the diverse range of fauna, flora and other amenities in the reserves. 

The Mayor will officially launch the brochure at 2.30pm and give a brief speech on behalf of all parties involved in the development of the brochure.  A barbeque will follow the launch.  Local schools have been invited to the launch with a guided tour of Valley Reserve afterwards.
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President's Report

The President reported that 

· 2004/2005 has been another busy year for the Friends Group

· The monthly working bees have been strongly supported and continued the weeding and planting program at the Creek and Bell Bird Corner.

· Our monthly meetings have not been well attended and we have changed the format to a more relaxed and social structure.

· An occasional Guest Speaker on a topic allied with the conservation aspects of the group's work helps maintain interest.

· Our thanks go to Monash City Council for its support and advice.

· The Bush Crew under the direction of Frank Palma do a wonderful job and deserve all the support we can give them.

· Our two barbeques continue to be popular and the weather has been kind for these outdoor events.

· Many thanks go to our hard working Committee whose support contributed to my serving as your President. 

· Our members were involved in the Monash City Council Survey of Users. A big thankyou to those members and to Ian Parry who organised our contribution.

· Council agreed to a members private weeding program and Guidelines were negotiated and drawn up. A particular thank you to Ian Parry, Doug Scott and Philip Johnstone for their work in this area.

· [image: image2.wmf]Council have produced an Information Brochure to be launched in a few weeks covering Damper Creek Reserve and Valley Reserve. A particular thankyou to Ian Parry and Philip Johnstone for their considerable contribution to the document.

· Applications for Grant monies have not been successful this year. We are still working on expending grant money from previous years. Apart from replacement planting at the Creek, our major task, AT bell Bird Corner cannot proceed until major engineering work on the creek bed as been completed. Funding for these major works is not yet available.

· Recruiting for the Friends group is being actively pursued at the Working Bees with good results.

· A local real Estate firm (Stockdale and Leggo) has provided two advertising stands promoting "the Friends of Damper Creek Reserve at Work"

· Our thanks to Lisa Blanco for the excellent work she puts into our newsletter and to Margaret Bartels for maintaining our two public notice boards

· To everybody who has attended and contributed to the Friends group, thank you.  

Results of the Annual General Meeting:

President:
Graham Lawrence

Vice President:
Doug Scott

Secretary:
Ian Parry

Treasurer
Philip Johnstone

Newsletter Editor:
Lisa Blanco

Public Officer:
Romy Orfanelli

Noticeboards:
Margret Bartels

Committee:
Frank Palma



Kevin Ryland



Bev Counsel



Lisa Blanco
Bird sighting…

A flock of 12 large black birds was sighted flying over Alvie Hall towards the golf course on early on Monday September 5th.  The birds looked like black cockatoos and were being chased away by a few smaller birds.  They were definitely not crows as they had light coloured plumage under their wings & tails and they weren’t currawongs because of their call which was reminiscent of a cockatoo.  Has anyone else seen the flock and do they know what they were? 
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The August working bee was attended by approximately 15 volunteers who spent the morning planting near the Park Road car park.  It was a beautiful morning… the sun was shining, the birds were singing, the billy tea was most welcome and attendees were very fortunate to encounter a little naked bush sprite!

General Business…

September meeting (informal):  We look forward to another informal gathering over wine & cheese to discuss any topic of interest or any issue of concern regarding Damper Creek.  It is definitely worth coming along to these informal meetings so do try to attend.

October meeting:  We hope to have a guest speaker for this meeting.  Further details in the next newsletter. 

November meeting:  This will be our last meeting for the year and will be followed by the final working bee and of course our wonderful End-of-year Barbeque.  

Private Weeding Program:  Who is private weeding?  The bush-crew need to know who is weeding, and when and where you are weeding.  You can register at the working bees or contact the bush-crew.

Annual subscriptions are now due…
$2 per person or $5 per family.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.

Annual membership costs only $2 per single and $5 per family.


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:

	
	September 2005
	What / where?

	Meeting:
	Wed 28th  –  7:30 pm
	Informal

	W-Bee:
	Sun 2nd Oct  -  10 am
	Middle bridge

	
	October 2005
	What / where?

	Meeting:
	Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm
	Guest Speaker 

	W-Bee:
	Sun 30th  -  10 am
	Middle bridge

	
	November 2005
	What / where?

	Meeting:
	Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm
	Committee

	W-Bee:
	Sun 27th  -  10 am
	Middle bridge

Followed by BBQ


ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	President: 
	Graham Lawrence
	9807 9215

	
	41 Essex Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Secretary:
	Ian Parry
	9809 5527

	
	3/12 Surrey Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Treasurer
	Philip Johnstone
	9807 9096

	
	4 Purse Street, Mt Waverley
	

	Editor:
	Lisa Blanco
	9830 8946

	
	31 Park Road, Mt Waverley
	

	
	eljay159@optusnet.com.au
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INVITATION


City of Monash would like to extend an invitation to all members of Friends of Damper Creek to attend the official launch of the new brochure promoting the bushlands of Damper Creek and Valley Reserve.


Brochure Launch & BBQ


Valley Reserve


(Wills Ave entrance)


Wednesday 14th September


2:30 pm 
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