Dear Friends,

Well, it seems another year is coming to an end (already?) but the good news is that it brings with it the much anticipated end-of-year barbeque (Nov 27th).  The barbeque provides a great opportunity for all Friends of Damper Creek members and their families to enjoy the company of like-minded people in a beautiful bushland setting whilst munching on some delicious fare.  So mark the date in your calendar and bring the family!

Which fish for ponds?  

Having recently restored our frog pond - it was so choked with floating fern (azolla) that the frogs couldn’t penetrate it - we were now faced with a new dilemma… how to control the mosquito larvae that were now thriving the fern-free aquatic paradise.   Obviously mosquito fish (Gambusia) were out of the question - they’re not native, they’re a pest in our waterways, they don’t eat many mosquitoes but will aggressively devour tadpoles, oh and they’re also illegal!  Goldfish were also dismissed.  Native Pygmy Perch were suggested so a phone call to the local aquarium was made but as they were out of stock they suggested Murray River Rainbows.  These, they assured me, would not eat tadpoles (apparently pygmy perch will) but would devour mozzie wrigglers.  So off I went to purchase a dozen of the little silvery fish and they are now enjoying life in their new habitat, happily sneaking up on unsuspecting little bugs that land on the water’s surface.   Unfortunately I have since discovered that, like the pygmy perch, they will eat tiny tadpoles, so fingers crossed they’ll prefer the taste of wrigglers to taddies and we’ll soon hear the pitter-patter of little webbed feet!

The Amphibian Research Centre has a great guide to frog friendly gardens titled “Bonking in the Garden”.   You’ll find it at http://frogs.org.au/x/media/BITG.pdf  ARC suggest keeping your frog pond free from fish but recommend Blue-eyes and Rainbows if mozzies are a problem.
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Frog calls…

Frogs you will hear down at the main pond at the moment are the Pobblebonk or Eastern Banjo (bonk… bonk), Southern Brown Tree Frog (crik..crik..crik..crik – sounds a bit like a cricket) and the Striped Marsh Frog (bok…bok…bok – sounds like a hen clucking).

October Meeting.

Due to staffing changes at Monash Council the October newsletter was not distributed to members until after the October meeting.  We apologise for this and will endeavour to be more diligent in future.  Unfortunately this also meant that we were unable to advise members of our guest speaker for October, a local historian, Laurie Ryan.  Laurie has spoken to us before about the history of Mount Waverley, and so on this occasion he shared with us a bit of his own family’s history, which was very interesting and worth a brief mention.  

Laurie’s great, great grandmother, Anne Seery, settled in Mt Waverley after meeting and marrying a Frenchman on the journey out from England.  Little is known about what happened to the Frenchman. 

In 1857 Anne’s daughter, Catherine Seery, married John Jeanes, a man much older than herself and unfortunately she was widowed with 6 children by the time she was 34 years old.  She acquired a 160 acre parcel of land that would now be bordered by Stephensons Rd, Waverley Rd and Waimarie Drive and eventually portioned off the land to her five surviving children. 

Laurie’s mother was a teacher in Mt Waverley during the 1920’s and Laurie’s young grandchildren are now 7th generation Mt Waverley residents.

Laurie has many memorable tales of life in  Mt Waverley and we thank him for sharing some of them with us. 

If you would like to read some more on the history and development of Mt Waverley, two books to consider are “Cattlemen to Commuters” and “Roaming Around Waverley”.   These books should be available from the Mt Waverley Library.
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General Business

November meeting:  This will be our last meeting for the year and will be followed by the working bee and of course our wonderful end-of-year barbeque on Nov 27th.

Annual subscriptions are now due…
$2 per person or $5 per family.

Even if you are unable to attend meetings and/or working bees we still value your moral (& financial) support.  

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.

Annual membership: only $2 each or $5 for a family.
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Friends of Damper Creek Inc. 

wishes all members 

and their families  

a Wonderful Festive Season 

and a Safe & Happy New Year.
Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:


November 2005
What / where?

Meeting:
Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm
Committee

W-Bee:
Sun 27th  -  10 am
Middle bridge

Please note there are no meetings, 
working bees nor newsletters 
during December and January.




February 2006


Meeting
Wed 22nd  -  7:30 pm


W-Bee:
Sun 26th  -  10 am
Middle bridge

ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

President: 
Graham Lawrence
9807 9215


41 Essex Road, Mt Waverley


Secretary:
Ian Parry
9809 5527


3/12 Surrey Road, Mt Waverley


Treasurer
Philip Johnstone
9807 9096


4 Purse Street, Mt Waverley


Editor:
Lisa Blanco
9830 8946


31 Park Road, Mt Waverley



eljay159@optusnet.com.au
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Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc.


�invite you to join us for our…





2005


End-of-Year BBQ�on


Sunday 27th November�


Lunch will be held at the end of 


Sunhill Road - Alice Street at 12:15pm,�after the November Working Bee





Food (bbq meat, salads & damper), cordial,  plastic cups & cutlery will be provided.�BYO special drinks, glasses, chairs etc.





























Lunch is sponsored by the City of Monash




















