Dear Friends,

Despite the wintry weather, the first signs of spring are evident as one wanders the paths of the reserve.  The tiny yellow wattle flowers add a much welcomed boost to the winter landscape, the “twitterpated” birds busily chase mates and prepare nests, and at night the frogs zealously serenade prospective partners.  


And what of the frogs… how are they faring in the reserve?  The good news is that a recording submitted for the 2003 Spring Frog Census has identified four species of frogs and possibly a fifth.  This is great news as in the past we have only been able to identify three frog species.  Melbourne Water is keen for another recording to be taken to confirm that this fifth species, Litoria fallax (eastern dwarf tree frog), inhabits the reserve.  In light of this, several recordings will be made over the coming weeks.   The other frogs species identified are:  Litoria ewingii - southern brown tree frog

Limnodynastes dumerili - pobblebonk frog

Limnodynastes tasmaniensis - spotted marsh frog

Limnodynastes peroni - striped marsh frog. 

Results of the sensus are available on the Melbourne Water website: www.melbournewater.com.au/frogs.

Sustainable community development…

Like-minded members who oppose the ever-increasing development of housing estates, where vast areas are stripped of all vegetation to make way for huge “McMansions”, crammed onto tiny lots with no consideration of passive solar design, may be interested in the article “Living Lightly In The Suburbs”, published in the June/August edition (#128) of Earth Garden magazine.  


VicUrban, is planning a sustainable community development within a 20km radius north of the CBD.  622 hectares of bare land, small farms and scattered trees is to become a housing estate with a difference, where environmental considerations take priority over the developer’s profits!  


The residential development, known as the Aurora Project (aurora: “the dawn”), is expected to accommodate a projected population of 25,000 in up to 8500 homes ranging from studio apartments to 4 bedroom houses, all connected by people-friendly streets and bike paths designed to minimise energy use.  


The selected 11 home builders will be required to construct all buildings to six star or better energy efficiency, taking advantage of the project’s grid road network to orientate houses correctly for maximum solar gain.  All sewage will be treated to class-A standard at a nearby treatment plant, and then reused to flush toilets and irrigate public and private open spaces.  They are also exploring the possibility of installing rainwater tanks on each property that are plumbed directly into the hot water service of the house.


Conservation of areas of environmental significance is of high priority.  Edgars Creek, an intermittent waterway running thought the estate, is being revegetated and the red gums (up to 400 years old) that are scattered throughout the area are to be preserved.  Large areas have also been earmarked for parks and wildlife habitat.  


Imagine a housing development that treats its own sewage, is designed to minimise car use and preserves environmentally significant areas rather than stripping them…  Let’s hope other developers follow their lead! …Of course having said this, it must be noted that the 2003 frog census also identified the endangered Litoria reniformis (growling grass frog) at a new location - 2 sites within the Cairnlea housing estate!

*   *   *  *  *

10th Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 28th July 2004

Election of Office Bearers:

President:
Graeme Lawrence

Vice-President:
Di Carra

Secretary:
Ian Parry

Treasurer:
Philip Johnstone

Committee:
Kevin Ryland
Bev Counsel


Frank Palma
Doug Scott

Public Officer:
Romy Orfanelli

Newsletter Editor:
Lisa Blanco

Noticeboards:
Margret Bartels

Please remember to supply information to both the newsletter and noticeboards.  Many thanks to Stacey O’Meara/City of Monash for newsletter distribution.

New President, Graeme Lawrence, wishes to thank the previous committee for all their work and the Friends volunteers for their support at working bees.

*   *   *  *  *

Kids, did you know… that the shell of a turtle is living tissue, just like our bones?  Some people who keep a turtle as a pet drill a hole in the shell so the turtle can be tethered.  This is painful for the animal and there is also a great risk of infection by drilling into living tissue.  If a turtle is found with a cracked shell (often the result of a car accident or dog attack), the animal should immediately be taken to a vet for treatment.  It is a fallacy that the shell can simply be glued back together and the animal released.  Only after thorough examination by a vet to identify and treat any infection and other injuries, can the shell be repaired and the animal released.


News snippets…

July working bee – alternative national tree day.

Disappointingly, only a small number of members turned up to help with planting and as a result only half the allocated plants were planted on the day.   Members did manage to “volunteer” some passers-by and their help on the day was greatly appreciated.  As a result we can welcome new members, Michelle Grant of Leeds Rd and the Moore Family of Norray Ave to the group.

Nature Walk.  Thanks to Samantha Vet for developing a prototype brochure for the Damper Creek self guided nature trail as a part of her Queens Scout Award.  The brochure looks great and will educate young children and visitors about their local natural environment.  Friends of Damper Creek will be looking at ways to work with the City of Monash or other agencies to fund the production of the brochures and development of the trail.  We also hope to get the brochure on to our web site once the trail is developed.  The Friends wish Samantha well in both her Scouting endeavours and VCE results.

Water Quality – Pollution occurrence (silt & mud) from Stephenson Road end was reported to Council & EPA.  It has been suggested that next time City of Whitehorse should also be contacted (i.e. source possibly from north of Highbury Road).

Membership subscriptions… Don’t forget to renew your subscriptions… bring along your payment to the next meeting or working bee, or you can drop it in to one of the addresses listed in this newsletter.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 25th August

7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Feel free to attend, safe in the knowledge that all committee positions have been filled…!

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee

Sunday 29th August

10:00am – 12:00 noon

Meet at the middle bridge.
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ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	President: 
	Graham Lawrence
	9807 9215

	
	41 Essex Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Secretary:
	Ian Parry
	9809 5527

	
	12 Surrey Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Treasurer
	Philip Johnstone
	9807 9096

	
	4 Purse Street, Mt Waverley
	

	Editor:
	Lisa Blanco
	9830 8946

	
	31 Park Road, Mt Waverley
	

	
	eljay159@ozemail.com.au
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