Dear Friends,

Well, unless you’ve been hiding under the bed for the past couple of weeks, you will have noticed that we’ve had a bit of rain recently!  But even though Melbourne's reservoirs have received some of this rainfall, water restrictions aren’t likely to be lifted because key catchments are only at 59% capacity (3% higher than this time last year).  As we head towards a hot, dry summer many of us are questioning where the water we use to irrigate our gardens is going to come from and how our gardens will fare under the continuing restrictions. The obvious answer is to develop a water-wise garden (which most of us are doing already).  

Water Conservation Through Creative Landscaping.

If you’re really serious about investigating drought tollerant gardening then the catchphrase you need to learn is “Xeriscape”.  It is an American term derived from the Greek word xeros, meaning dry,  and landscape – a dry landscape garden.  But a xeriscape garden doesn’t have to be all pebbles and cacti with no lawn.  It simply means a garden designed around limited water use – preferrably relying only on the natural rainfall of the area.  Gardening using this technique requires a careful choice of plant species and an understanding of the soil and local environment.

The seven xeriscape principles are:

1. Planning and design: Practical design should include the layout of garden and entertainment areas and the need for lawn areas.  Decide on the style of garden that you want, and the amount of hard landscaping associated within it.  Ultimately this will then dectate the amount of water that will have to be used.  Less lawn and more pathways and paved entertaining areas will reduce the amount of irrigation required.

2. Soil knowledge:  Improve soil by adding organic material, compost, manure, chopped lucern or sawdust.  This will increase water retention.
3. Choice of plants:  Choose plants for a purpose, such as privacy or shade.  Group plants that have similar water needs.  Where possible use native and drought tollerant plants.  Get to know your garden – determine where the boggy and dry areas are and plant accordingly.
4. Practical lawn areas:  Plan lawn areas to match recreational needs.  Aerate or core the lawn in spring or early autumn.  De-thatch the lawn each spring and keep the lawn long, cutting it no shorter than four centimetres.

5. Watering:  The time and length of watering depends on the soil and plant types in the garden (and on current water restrictions).  Watering should be done when it is cooler and there is little wind.

6. Mulches:  Mulch suppresses weed growth, reduces evaporation and run-off, and keeps the soil cool in summer.

7. Maintenance:  Weeding, pruning and adjusting irrigation systems help reduce water demand.
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As an environmentally conscious member of Friends of Damper Creek Reserve, chances are you’re already following these principles, but there is always room for improvement and now you can put a name to your method of gardening!

Remember: Any landscape can be a Xeriscape if attention is given to conserving water.  Xeriscaping is a method, not a style, of landscaping.
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A BIG THANK YOU to Stockdale & Leggo                                                                                                                        Mt Waverley for supplying our new portable working bee signs.  Stockdale & Leggo were happy to donate the new signs as part of their continued commitment to supporting local community events.    The two signs look great and will advertise our working bees to passers-by.

October Working Bee… We had a great morning working at Bellbird Corner.  The weather was great and so was the company.  About 15 members spent the morning planting and chatting whilst a family of tawny frogmouths (mum, dad & 2 babies) observed the proceeding from a nearby tree.  The area is looking great and is well worth a visit.  Thank you to all who attended.

November Working Bee… We will be weeding at the Alice Street entrance to Damper Creek which conveniently is where the End of Year BBQ will  be held following the working bee.  You will be doubly rewarded for your efforts at our last working bee for the year by enjoying a fabulous BBQ feast in a freshly weeded parkland!

Our first meeting for 2005 will be held on Wednesday 23rd February followed by our first working bee on Sunday 27th Feb 2005.  Please make a note in your diary.

Don’t forget to renew your
Friends of Damper Creek subscription
– it’s now overdue! -
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Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc.

would like to wish all members and their families

 a Safe and Happy Festive Season.


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:

	
	November 2004
	

	Meeting - Wed 24th Nov - 7:30pm

	Working Bee - Sun 28th Nov - 10am-12noon

	Weeding at Alice Street entrance to Damper Creek followed by End-Of-Year BBQ

	
	February 2005
	

	Meeting - Wed 23rd Feb - 7:30pm

	Working Bee - Sun 27th Feb - 10am-12noon

	


Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.

Working Bees are held on the Sunday following the meeting from 10am - 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.
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The Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc.


�invite you to join us for our…





2004 


End-of-Year BBQ�


on





Sunday 28th November�


Lunch will be held at the end of 


Sunhill Road/Alice Street at 12:15pm,�after the November Working Bee





Food will be provided,�BYO drinks, cups, chairs etc.





























Lunch is sponsored by the City of Monash





























