Dear Friends,

April 28th meeting re: Dogs in the Reserve.
Approximately 25 people attended the April meeting, including Michael Grant and Mark Palma, both from the City of Monash.  Dog owners were in the majority and were strongly in favour of retaining the Reserve as an OFF LEASH area.  

The following points/suggestions were raised:

· Conspicuous and definitive signs would help the community supervise the area and educate the offenders.  If not supervised the existing small minority would still abuse the regulations.  

· Generally thought, through education, dog owners now observe the regulations better than in the past.  Strong majority of owners carry plastic bags and keep their dogs out of the wetlands.

· Considered that much more damage done to plants and native animals by humans and foxes than unleashed dogs.

· Consideration should be given to fencing off special areas or restricting “off leash” zones to less sensitive areas, such as grassed areas.

· It was accepted that dogs can have a negative effect in limited areas of the reserve but the solution is not simply to create the whole area as ON LEASH.

· Dog owners are entitled to have their dog well exercised, better socialised and have a happier life.  Owners, by looking after the needs of their dogs, will also benefit from the above.

Further discussions are planned for the May meeting (Wed 26th).  Monash Council officers will be there so please attend if you wish to have your say.


Essay competition winner (Yr 7&8 category):
Damper Creek – our local environment

Home to birds, frogs, turtles and other creatures, Damper creek provides an ideal natural habitat for wildlife.  Vast gravel walking tracks meander through the park, and a relatively small but significant creek gives it a unique charm.

[image: image1.wmf]Damper Creek is a quiet reserve tucked in amongst the houses of northern Mount Waverley.  Perhaps one of the suburbs best-kept secrets (or perhaps not), Damper Creek is what makes our pocket of Mount Waverley so green.  The trees and plants make our air noticeably cleaner and fresher (great for the healthier human being).

Unfortunately, littering has taken its toll on Damper Creek.  This large impact is definitely not doing any good; non-degradable plastic makes for an unattractive sight and may even harm native fauna.

Friends of Damper Creek help to clean up regularly but take a moment to ask yourself: is it really their job?

On a different note, Damper Creek is a good place for school groups to carry out their studies and research.  These groups could even take some time out to help clean up!

With the care and maintenance provided by Friends of Damper Creek, and much respect from its visitors, Damper Creek should still be around for many years to come.

By Jennifer Wong

(Yr 7 – Mt Waverley Secondary College, 2003)


Nasty weed… 
Wandering Jew (Tradescantia fluminensis), also known as Creeping Christian or Wandering Creeper, is one of those nasty weeds that creeps in to your backyard from a neighbour’s house and quietly spreads unnoticed until it is so widespread that removing it becomes a major hassle.  A native to South America, it is a vigorous perennial creeper forming dense mats up to 60cm deep, preferring damp, shady nutrient-enriched areas.  Stems are succulent and brittle, up to 4m long.  Flowers small, white, in clusters at the ends of branches. Leaves are glossy, somewhat fleshy, up to 2.5cm long with parallel veins and fine hairs along the edges.  

Spread by dumping of garden refuse, stem fragments root readily and can be washed down waterways or spread in mud from vehicles.  Rapidly takes over the ground layer in gullies and temporary watercourses, forming a thick blanket of leaves that exclude light and warmth. Aggressively smothers low plants and seedlings, cools the soil, prevents native plant germination and is highly invasive.   This weed can also cause severe contact allergies in dogs.  

The most effective way to combat Wandering Jew is to pull the plant out by the roots either by hand or with a rake and dispose of the pulled plant so it has no way of re-establishing (put it in the council “green bin” for composting).  Can also be spot sprayed with herbicide.

News Snippets

New members:  Welcome to Bill Johnston of Blackburn who attended our last working bee.  Hope to see you at coming meetings and working bees.  

Welcome also to visitor Agnes Chan who helped pull out lots of weeds.  Agnes found us on our website.

Have you changed your home or email address recently?  Have we been notified?  We have lost contact with several members for this reason.  Please remember to let us know if your details change.

Links

For those members who like to explore the Internet, here are some interesting websites to get lost in…

www.birdobservers.org.au
www.dse.vic.gov.au  (contains link to Land for Wildlife)

www.parkweb.vic.gov.au
www.vnpa.org.au
www.sci.monash.edu.au/msc (Monash Science Centre)

www.earthlink.org.au  (Directory)


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 26th May

7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Dogs in our reserve: further discussion on dogs in the reserve.  Officers from Monash Council will be attending.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 30th May

10:00am – 12:00 noon


Understorey planting (weather permitting) using plants purchased with funds from Envirofund Grant.

Meet at the middle bridge (Palma’s Plummet).
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