News Snippets

Friends of Damper Creek have purchased an excellent reference book by JW Wrigley & M Fagg, “Australian Native Plants – propagation, cultivation and use in landscaping”.  This book will be on hand at meetings, working bees and for loan to members upon request.  Kevin Ryland has further details.

Members have made several suggestions at recent meetings and these will be addressed by the committee and forwarded to Monash Council.  Suggestions include the use of temporary interpretive signs to alert passers-by to interesting events happening in the reserve.  Others have requested the installation of a toilet block; and larger signs to inform walkers of offences such as feeding the ducks, allowing dogs to swim in the pond and not picking up after dogs.  Further suggestions are always welcome.

March working bee... volunteers continued their quest to rid the area around Palma’s Plummet of a host of weeds.  The main offenders to be removed were panic veldt grass, drain sedge, black nightshade & thistles.  The task is always difficult as some weeds are very similar in appearance to native grasses and care is needed when identifying weeds for this reason.  Fortunately Danny was on hand to answer our many questions on the subject.  (Remember those seeds and root smells!).   

It’s good to know that the bushcrew patrols the reserves on days of total fire ban and Danny had to leave us after our weed identification lesson to do just that.

New Members:  welcome to Griff Young & family of Gillian Rd (good to see you at the last meeting & working bee), Mr & Mrs Judd of Richard Rd, and Mr & Mrs Jory of Denise Crt.
Congratulations to Mark Palma (bushcrew) and his partner, Kaz, on the arrival of Poppy, a little sister for Finn & Luca.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 28th April 

7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Dogs in our reserve: a general discussion on the pros & cons of dogs in the reserve.  Come along and make your feelings known.  Bring a friend.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 2nd May

10:00am – 12:00 noon
Meet at the middle bridge (Palma’s Plummet)

for further instructions.
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Dear Friends,

Over 30 people attended the March meeting to hear guest speaker, botanist Steven Sinclair give a very informative talk on the native plants of the Monash area.  Steven spoke about the typical soil & forest types of eastern Melbourne, the plants that were present before white settlement and what plants can still be found today.  He discussed the factors that effect plant diversity and longevity such as fire frequency, rainfall, wildlife, weeds and human disturbance, and the information he provided was supported by many interesting slides.  Thank you to all who attended and of course to Steven for his interesting and detailed discussion.

The soil type of the Damper Creek area is old sediment (clay) covered by a thin layer of sand that has blown over.  Damper Creek is a woodland dominated by Stringybarks such as the red & mealy leaf varieties.  Swamp Gum with an understorey of Swamp Paperbark are found along the creek, while Yellow Box, Mealy Stringybark and Prickly Tea-tree inhabit the understorey upslope.  Beyond this is a grassy ground layer with only scattered shrubs.   


Damper Creek has a diverse collection of native flora that includes wattles, common heath & correas, hakeas, sundews, grasses, orchids, herbs, ferns and aquatic plants, to name a few.  This varied assortment of plants provides a stable refuge for native fauna such as possums, insectivorous bats, sugar gliders, water rats, frogs, turtles, fish and a large variety of birds.   


As most of us are aware, Damper Creek Reserve is a significant site both ecologically and therapeutically.  It relies on the continued maintenance provided by the bushcrew with the support of FoDC members through working bees etc, to preserve the balance required to promote wildlife sustainability.  It also relies on the responsible practice of all who make use of the reserve.  Vandalism is sporadic and usually more of a costly nuisance than a genuine threat to the reserve habitat.  Littering is an ongoing concern and a more serious threat to the wellbeing of the creek.  However the topic of most concern at the moment is the impact of dogs in the reserve.  The therapeutic benefits of dog ownership are well documented however their presence in the reserve can impact on wildlife, people & other dogs.  For this reason dog owners are in the hot seat.  Several members made complaints at the March meeting, the main concern being the control (or lack of control) that dog owners have over their dogs when they’re off lead.  If a dog is off lead it must still be under the verbal control of its owner as it is an offence for dogs to threaten people, other dogs or wildlife.  While being exercised off the lead in these areas, dog owners must carry a lead and bring the dog under effective control if it threatens any person or animal.   The following council by-laws relating to Damper Creek Reserve have been posted on the noticeboard.  Please read and observe them.
Owners’ obligations in 'off-lead' reserves

When a dog is being exercised off a lead in an 'off lead' reserve the owner must: 

· remain in effective voice or hand management of the dog so you can promptly place the dog on a lead, if that becomes necessary, 

· carry a lead no longer than 1.5m which can bring the dog under effective control if the dog threatens any person or animal, 

· not allow the dog to worry or threaten any person or animal,

· always keep the dog in sight,

· carry a bag, receptacle or other means of picking up, and removing from the public place, any of the dog's faeces,

· bring the dog under control if it is or is likely to be within twenty metres of
- an organised sporting or practice event
- an occupied children's playground
- an organised public meeting
- an occupied permanent barbecue or picnic area 

The current status of Damper Creek Reserve as an off-lead area is being considered by Monash Council and may be revoked.  For this reason a general discussion on the pros & cons of dogs in the reserve is planned for the April meeting (Wed 28th April).  All concerned users of the reserve are encouraged to attend if they wish to have a say in this matter.  Invite a neighbour or friend to attend.
Council officers have agreed to attend our May meeting (Wed 26th May) to further discuss dogs in our reserve.  Keep this date free.
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Our essay competition held late last year produced some great essays and poems.  The following is by one of our winners.  Others will follow in the coming months.

Damper Creek – our local environment.

Whenever my friends and I go down to Damper Creek, we find it relaxing with the birds singing and the frogs croaking.  Sometimes if I sit on a rock for a long time and look out at the water I can see a turtle poke its head up out of the water for some air.

When my friends, who live up the road visit we go for a little jog or ride our bikes around Damper Creek.  When we take our dogs for walks or if we just go for a walk we like to use our imagination and play a game.  

Whenever we have visitors from interstate, we take them on a tour around Damper Creek with our dog, because we want to show them how nice a place Damper Creek is.

It is important that we have a place like Damper Creek because it is a nice, secure environment for all the wildlife that needs a home.  It is also good for your health because you get some exercise by just taking your dog for a walk or riding your bike. 

We are very lucky to have a reserve like Damper Creek and when my cousins from America come to Australia, Damper Creek will be the first place I’ll show them.

By Mija Blanco

(Yr 6 – Essex Heights Primary School, 2003)
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