Essay Competition: 

The results of the essay competition, as posted on the noticeboards, are as follows:

Winner - Years 5&6: 


Mija Blanco, Essex Heights Primary School

Winner - Years 7&8:


Jennifer Wong, Mt Waverley Secondary 

A special Encouragement Award was also given to:


Jory Scott, Essex Heights Primary School.

Congratulations to all.

Thanks to Di Carra for designing and producing the award certificates for the essay competition, as well as the Council acknowledgement certificate, which were all presented at our 10 year anniversary BBQ.

New Members:  Friends of Damper Creek would like to welcome Viki Nathan of Glen Waverley and The Scott Family (yes, whose daughter Jory won our special award for her poem).

It’s also great to see a couple of familiar faces back with us - Patrick Howard and Helen Jenkins.

March Meeting (Wed 24th):  We have arranged for Botanist, Steven Sinclair to speak to us and show his slides on the indigenous plants of the Monash area.  Philip Johnstone recently experienced Steven’s knowledge and believes we would benefit from and enjoy his presentation.  Steven generously agreed to give us his time.  Keep this date free and come along.

Sunday March 7th is 

Clean Up Australia Day!

Please check the website (www.cleanup.com.au) or phone 1800 024 890 for the nearest Clean Up site (there are several in the Mt Waverley area).


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 25th February
7:30pm - Alvie Hall
This is our first meeting for 2004,

so come along and show your support.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 29th February

10:00am – 12:00 noon
Meet at the middle bridge for further instructions.
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Dear Friends,

A Happy New Year to you all… Now that we’re all rested and settling back into our routines, it’s time to get the gardening gloves on and continue with our vital role in the well-being of Damper Creek Reserve.  Regularly attending the meetings is also vital and with more guest speakers planned for future meetings it is of benefit to all who attend.  We need fresh ideas and willing workers to maintain and improve the reserve and to continue to make Friends of Damper Creek one of the most successful friends groups in Victoria, so come along and join in!
End of Year BBQ & 10th Anniversary:  

Thanks to all who contributed or helped to make it a great day.  Even the weather came good after a bad start!


At the BBQ Barry Hunter, our inaugural President was made our first Life Member and presented with a plaque.  Congratulations, Barry.
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It was nice to see Geoff Durham from the Victorian Friends Network looking us over whilst working hard at the working bee and then staying on for lunch.  Geoff has made mention of our group's 10th birthday and Barry’s Honorary Life Membership in his column in the “FriendsNET” newsletter.
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Mini-beasts…

Did you know that insects make up more that 70% of Australia’s biodiversity?  Or, that the estimated number of insect species in Australia is 220,000?  We generally tolerate them in our gardens and curse them when they wander into our homes, but have you ever considered what life would be like without them?  Insects and their invertebrate allies (spiders, centipedes, worms, snails, etc) play a critical role in maintaining biodiversity.  Many invertebrates can be beneficial to us such honeybees that provide honey and pollinate crops, or silkworms that provide silk.  In some cultures insects themselves are utilised as food for people and form a regular part of their diet. 


Invertebrates affect all other forms of life by their sheer weight of numbers, making up the bulk of biodiversity.  They are essential for maintaining the function of ecosystems for many reasons.  For example, they form an integral part of the food web; they recycle organic matter, feeding on faeces or dead plants and animals; and they make up the bulk of parasite species (along with micro-organisms such as bacteria) that regulate animal and plant numbers. 
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The soil and leaf litter world is teeming with a great variety and number of living creatures.  It rivals coral reefs as one of the most biodiverse places on Earth.  It is a realm of darkness with tiny caverns, tunnels and crevices. It houses heavily armoured eight-legged mites that clamber about like miniature tanks, elongated earthworms that burrow through the soil, and false scorpions that stalk their prey with their massive pincers outstretched.  The soil and litter world is also home to velvet worms, survivors of ancient Gondwanan forest faunas; lichens and fungi with strange fruiting, bodies and countless microorganisms, such as protists and bacteria. 
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The most visible inhabitants of forest litter are arthropods, such as ants, beetles, millipedes, slaters and spiders. Many of these are important decomposers of plant matter while others, like spiders and some ants and beetles, are predators. 

[image: image8.png]



The interactions within the community of soil and leaf litter organisms help maintain soil fertility and structure. Nutrients locked up in dead organic matter, like leaf litter, are released via a complex food chain. This starts with leaf litter being broken down by decomposer organisms (animals, fungi, protozoa and bacteria). The excreta and carcasses of both the decomposers and their predators provide organic material which microorganisms actually turn into the basic nutrient materials needed by plants. 


So little is known about the diversity of these minibeasts, with so many species yet to be identified, it is impossible to understand their full ecological value.  For this reason it is important to conserve and promote invertebrate biodiversity.  

News Snippets

Damper Creek Dogs… In response to our letter re: dogs, to the City of Monash we have been visited by our Ranger, Kelvin.  Kelvin is making irregular patrols over a three-month period including weekends.  He did advise that at the time of reporting, of the 60 dog owners walking their dogs only 3 were not carrying bags for collection of their dog’s faeces.  Keep up the good work!

After the November meeting attendees took park in a Nocturnal Nature Walk at Damper Creek.  The group saw brush tail & ringtail possums, noisy miners, a fruit bat and 4 tawny frogmouths.  Thanks to Mark Palma for escorting the walk and providing the printed notes. 

Di Carra reports that the musk lorikeets have returned to her garden and that the family of tawny frogmouths is nesting again… and who saw Ryland’s frogmouths (3) sitting in broad daylight above the Christmas BBQ celebrations?  …Yes, Rebecca Carra!


Also the BOCA Newsletter reports that a Powerful Owl was sighted in Damper Creek Reserve (also Riversdale Golf Course) in October last year.  

Everyone will be pleased to know that work on the Tarella Bridge has finally commenced.  The foundations are in place and look very impressive.
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