News Snippets

The removal of silt is currently taking place upstream of the bowling club.  Silt has built up in this area and is a potential hazard as it contains harmful elements such as lead and cadmium.

Tarella Drive Bridge… the beams have arrived and work should commence shortly.

A volunteer is urgently needed to update the noticeboards on an ongoing basis.  We also need a volunteer to take over the role of secretary.  If you are interested in helping out please contact Frank Palma on 9807 5301 or come along to the next meeting to discuss further.

Friends of Damper Creek – 10th Anniversary.
A special celebration is to be planned for the end of the year to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Friends of Damper Creek.  As part of this celebration a collection of photos is being compiled to use in a display.  If you have any photos relating to Friends of Damper Creek activities and/or the Reserve, that you’d like to contribute to the display, please contact a committee member (see contact details on back page).
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Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 28th May 7:30pm - Alvie Hall

After the meeting we will head down to the main pond to record frog calls for the Autumn Frog Census.  Bring a warm jacket and torch.  

We would like to submit several recordings and require an additional portable tape-recorder with built-in (or plug in) microphone.  If you can help, please bring along on the night.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 1st June 10:00am – 12:00 noon

General maintenance - meet at the middle bridge.

[image: image2.wmf]
ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	President: 
	Frank Palma
	9807 5301

	
	23 Sunhill Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Acting Secretary:
	Kevin Ryland 
	9807 4933

	
	1 Sunhill Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Treasurer:
	Graham Lawrence
	9807 9215

	
	41 Essex Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Editor:
	Lisa Wakeling
	9830 8946

	
	31 Park Road, Mt Waverley
	

	
	eljay159@ozemail.com.au
	


www.vicnet.net.au/~damper

	Printed by courtesy of the City of Monash
as a community service. 

Responsibility for editorial content
is solely that of the editor.



The Newsletter of

 FRIENDS OF

 DAMPER CREEK INC.
ABN
A0029531G
www.vicnet.net.au/~damper
[image: image3.wmf]
 DAMPER

 CREEK

 DOINGS
MAY 2003

Dear Friends,

It seems that the weeds of Damper Creek are thriving in the mild and rainy autumn weather so it was particularly unfortunately that the April working bee was a complete washout.  Some keen (if rather damp) volunteers turned up and managed a bit of weeding but the rain won out and the working bee was called off.  On the other hand, the ducks certainly weren’t complaining and the frogs were singing with delight (southern brown tree frogs – I think).  As we wandered home again the “waterfalls” were in full display and the sight spurred us on to at least pull up a few more weeds as we went.  We quickly filled a shopping bag with a variety weeds that line the pathway and gave them to our ever-hungry chook who was very pleased with her treat.  Perhaps the next time you go for a stroll think about collecting a bag full of weeds to put in your green waste bin… or give them to a chook and watch weeds turn into fertiliser before your very eyes!

Centenary Award…
Friends of Damper Creek Secretary, Kevin Ryland, has been nominated for a Centenary Award for “services to protect the local environment” through his work with Friends of Damper Creek.  In addition to being a founding member of the Friends group, Kevin was also a founding member of the Damper Creek Conservation and Development Group, which was formed in response to a planned subdivision of Damper Creek in the early 1970’s.  Fortunately they were successful in their efforts to prevent the subdivision from proceeding.  Kevin will receive his medal, which is awarded by the Federal Government, this Saturday 24th May in the hall at Ashwood College.


Congratulations Kevin!


Fire Strategy…

[image: image4.wmf]There have been many concerns raised recently regarding the planning and management of a fire strategy for the Damper Creek area.  Committee members have held several discussions with Monash Council in this regard and as you will be aware there has been significant clearing of potential fire hazards in the reserve, especially along residential boundaries.  The Damper Creek area is well serviced by fire hydrants, many of which are covered and therefore not visible to passers-by.  A fire management plan is in process but it is imperative that residents living alongside the reserve continue to practice responsible land management to minimise the incidents and spread of unplanned fires.

Important tips to remember are:

· Don’t leave timber or rubbish stacked against the back or side fence, especially if that fence is between you and the reserve.

· Keep areas around and under the house and sheds clear of combustible materials.

· Remove branches overhanging the house or outbuildings such as sheds or garages.

· Keep your BBQ well maintained and free from gas leaks and built up fat.

· Rake out ground litter in autumn and compost over winter and spring.

· Choose less flammable species when planting and create “green breaks” such as vegetable gardens, paths and mown areas adjacent to houses and sheds.

Bushfire prevention is a year round commitment.


Weed of the month…

Cleavers (Galium aparine) 

Flowers from late winter through spring. 

Seeding time is during Summer.

Control all year by spraying and/or removing by hand.

Other names: Clivers, Barweed, Bedstraw, Catchweed, Goose Grass, Grip Grass, Hayruff, Hedge-burs, Scratchweed, Stick-a-back.
[image: image5.wmf]Interestingly, cleavers is grown for its medicinal properties.  Historically the herb has been primarily used in the treatment of urinary tract inflammation and as a purifier of the blood.  It has also been employed to treat epilepsy, hysteria, cystitis and paralysis of vocal cords.  It has been occasionally used in folk medicine on skin tumours.  Externally, cleavers has been found useful in the treatment of wounds, ulcers, and skin eruptions and to remove warts and freckles!  

Remember that herbs can be dangerous if not prescribed and used correctly. 
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