News Snippets

Annual subscriptions are now due.  Thank you to those members who have renewed their subscriptions.  If you haven’t yet, please bring along your payment to the next meeting or working bee, or you can drop it into one of the addresses listed in this newsletter.  To be a member of Friends of Damper Creek is still only $2.00 per person or $5.00 per family.

Noticeboards have been repaired and are now being regularly updated by Margaret.  If you have any articles, pictures, etc that may be useful for the noticeboard or the newsletter, please drop them in to one of the addresses listed.

The Friends of Damper Creek website has been updated by Phillip Johnstone to include meeting dates, working bee dates and past newsletters.

Philip Johnstone also found an interested article written around 1929 that describes the local area and refers to a small creek that may just be Damper Creek.  The article is currently being displayed on the noticeboards.

Essay competition…

Don’t forget our Essay competition for children in years 5-6 (primary) and 7-8 (junior secondary)?  The theme is “Our Local Environment - Damper Creek”.  The essay should be approximately 200 words long and is due at the end of Term 3.  A prize will be awarded to the winner of each category.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 27th August
7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 31st August 
10:00am – 12:00 noon

Meet at the middle bridge for further instructions.

Billy tea at 11:00
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Dear Friends,

Winter has well and truly set in and has provided us with some good rain and even the odd hailstone or two.  The rain has flushed out the creek leaving it fuller than it’s been for a while.  Hopefully the aquatic plants that were planted in May have held fast!  The frogs seem to be enjoying themselves despite the cold evenings and can be heard croaking happily during milder evenings (where were they during the Autumn Frog Census?!).   

President’s Report 2003

Year 2002/2003 has been another great year of achievement.  

Major highlights for this year have been:

Our group received Monash World Environment Day Award on 5th June 2003.  This award recognises individuals, groups and companies who embrace sustainability;

Our secretary, Kevin Ryland, received a Centenary Award for “Services to Protect the Local Environment”.  Kevin’s efforts date back to 1970.  Well done, Kevin;

Received grants of $19,293 that will be used to improve the environment of Damper Creek and Monash generally.  The Weed Identification Brochure, which was created in 2002, was distributed to homes closed to Damper Creek;

A visit by Mount Waverley North students as part of an environmental science program;

Clean Up Australia Day, assisted by Avila College students and teachers;

Participation in a study by our members, conducted by Deakin University in benefits parks can provide to people who use them.

I wish to thank:

All our members who supported our group with attendances at meetings and working bees;

Kevin Ryland for his work as secretary;

Graeme Lawrence for his treasury work;

Margaret Bartels for noticeboard upkeep;

Committee members Di Carra (Vice President), Romy Orfanelli, Fred Ward, and Philip Johnstone;

Scott Clemments for web site maintenance;

Bush Crew: Danny, Michael and Mark;

Monash Council for their continued support of Damper Creek;

Lisa Wakeling for great work as editor of our newsletter.

The challenges for 2003/2004 for the Friends group are: 

To maintain the high standards that we have achieved in previous years;

To have more members attend monthly meetings.

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!

Frank Palma - President

Annual General Meeting 2003

There was a good turnout for the 2003 Annual General Meeting.  Elections were held for all positions but as most office bearers were happy to continue with their current positions, the results were very similar to last year’s:


Frank Palma – President


Di Carra – Vice President


Kevin Ryland – Secretary


Graham Lawrence – Treasurer


Romy Orfanelli – Public Officer


Philip Johnstone – Committee


Bev Counsel - Committee
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It is disappointing to note that meeting attendances have been waning for some time.  Many important issues are raised at our monthly meetings and creative solutions most often come from the attendees themselves.   Perhaps you have a concern you’d like to raise or an idea you would like to share?  If you have been thinking about coming along to a meeting, please don’t put it off any longer.  Your opinions are valued and welcomed.

July Working Bee – National Tree Day.

About 30 volunteers came along to help plant out in the area south of the creek behind Alvie Hall.  Although it was national tree day, we planted mostly shrubs, grasses and groundcovers.  It was a lovely sunny morning and everyone worked enthusiastically to get the job done.  It was also great to see all the children who came along to join in.  They had a great time planting and also found the time to jump in mud puddles, explore the area and “help” Frank Palma with the campfire!  The planting has greatly improved the area and it’s well worth the visit to see the results. 
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Below is a list of some of the plants (approximately 1700 in total!) that were planted on the day:

Ground covers:

· Dichondra

· Goodenia humilis

Grasses:

· Dianella revoluta & longifolia

· Gahnia sieberiana

· Poa ensiformis & labillardieri

· Danthonia sp.

Shrubs:

· Bursaria spinosa

· Mentha australis

· Indigofora australis

· Hakea sericea & nodosa
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