News Snippets

Friends of Damper Creek have been successful in their application for a grant from Melbourne Water.  The grant is to be spent on the restoration of Bellbird Corner in conjunction with City of Monash.  The project will include the removal of weeds in and around the creek and the planting of appropriate aquatic plants etc.  The restoration will be carried out during 2003-2004.

A volunteer is urgently needed to update the noticeboards on an ongoing basis.  We also need a volunteer to take over the role of secretary.  If you are interested in helping out please contact Frank Palma on 9807 5301 or come along to the next meeting to discuss further.

On Thursday 10th April a group of about 45 students from Mt Waverley North Primary School visited Damper Creek (Alvie Hall end) to spend the day learning about the local environment and water quality etc.  Chris Gittens from City of Monash came along to talk about the park and answer questions and Frank Palma also attended.  The children had a great day exploring the creek and discovering the local aquatic life.  They were particularly interested in learning more about the local frog populations as they are studying frogs at the moment.  We will be passing on some frog recordings and information to help with their studies.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 23rd April 7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Come along for a cuppa and a chance to 
catch up with some Friends.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 27th April 10:00am – 12:00 noon

Meet at the middle bridge for weeding or 
planting depending on the weather.
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Dear Friends,

Whilst walking through Damper Creek in early April I was surprised to see that although the main pond was quite full, further upstream the creek was not flowing and had become a series of small pools separated by sections of dry creek bed.  I have never seen the creek so dry, and so was quite relieved to observe the heavy rainfalls of the week leading up to Easter.  Let’s hope the rain continues and that at least some of it is falling in the drought stricken inland areas.

On a brighter note, the Melbourne Water Autumn Frog Census is currently underway.  Frogs are a natural indicator of a healthy waterway and their continued existence in our waterways is a very positive sign.  The census, which takes place twice a year in spring and autumn, provides vital information about our waterways and increases our understanding of the distribution of rare or endangered frog species.  For further information or to volunteer please call 131 722 or visit www.frogs.melbournewater.com.au to register on-line.  

Melbourne's Spring Frog Census for 2002 has revealed frog numbers to be up across the city.  13 different frogs have now been recorded although all new species were located outside the Melbourne metropolitan area.  The other key findings to emerge from the Census were: 

· 286 sites were covered by the census, up from 111 in Spring 2001. 

· The 3 new frogs recorded outside of Melbourne were the Plains Froglet (Crinia parinsignifera), the Leaf Green River Tree Frog (Litoria phyllochroa) and the Barking Marsh Frog (Limnodynastes fletcheri) 

· The Growling Grass Frog (Litoria raniformis) was found in two new locations at Nar Nar Goon. 

· Peron's Tree Frog (Litoria peroni) was found for the first time in the two new locations of Belgrave and Pearcedale. This is significant as it was originally thought to be a 'northern suburbs' frog. 

· A new recording of the Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog (Litoria fallax) common to coastal NSW & Queensland was found in Blackburn South. This frog is known to travel from coastal Queensland and NSW in fruit boxes. 
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The importance of tree hollows…

In Australia there are more than 300 species of native animals, mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians, which use tree hollows.

114 species of birds – 15% of land birds

79 species of reptiles – 10%

43 species of bats – approx 66%

40 species of other mammals – about 31%, 
plus insects such as stick insects and tree crickets.

Tree hollows suitable for vertebrates in some cases may take up to 250 years to develop!

Weed of the month…
English Ivy (hedera helix).

Flowering time: late autumn – winter

Seeding time: berries in winter – spring, also grows from small pieces.

Control time – all year round.

English Ivy was introduced by early settlers arriving from Europe and has now become a major weed of wet sclerophyll areas in or near Melbourne.  The plant can completely smother the ground and, by climbing into tree crowns, can make trees top heavy and subject to wind-throw.  Ivy has also degraded former lyrebird habitat in the Dandenong Ranges.  The main method of dispersal is by birds, but plants also establish efficiently and easily if detached stems are dumped.  The fruit and leaves of English Ivy are poisonous if eaten. 

Control Methods: Hand pulling, rolling the plant back from the outer edges and cutting all roots as it is rolled back.  All stems should be removed as they can re-establish.  Spot spray with 4% Glyphosate 360 during autumn when stored reserves are low.

Alternative Species: There are few species that climb the same way (aerial roots) as ivy, however root attachment to buildings is undesirable anyway.   Some native climbers (that will require some form of climbing support are Clematis aristata, C. microphylla, Eustrephus latifolius, Pandorea pandorana (protected positions), Cissus antarctica (protected position), Hardenbergia violacea 'Happy Wanderer', and Muehlenbeckia adpressa.
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