The September Working Bee went well with about 10 people planting approximately 900 plants at the Park Road entrance.  
We will be heading down to the creek after the October meeting take some recordings for the 2003 Spring Frog Census.  Everyone is most welcome to attend.

Work is expected to commence soon on the Tarella Bridge following recent approval of alterations to the bridge design.

A Nocturnal nature walk will take place after the November meeting (Wed 26th Nov).  We have arranged for an environmental officer from City of Monash to act as our guide so this should be a very interesting evening for both adults and children.  Bring your torch.

Have you followed the yellow cord line?  Thanks to Margaret Bartels for her work in providing a bit of colour together with interesting information on our noticeboards.  Margaret will appreciate contributions from members.

New members…

Friends of Damper Creek would like to welcome new members Brace & Barbara Bateman of Outlook Rd and the Victorian Friends Network.

Essay competition

Kids, this is your last chance to enter our great essay competition for years 5-6 (primary) and 7-8 (junior secondary). 

 The theme is “Our Local Environment - Damper Creek”.  The essay should be approximately 200 words long and is due by 31st October.  

A prize will be awarded to the winner of each category.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 22nd October
7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Spring Frog Census recordings to take place
 at the main pond after the meeting.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 26th October
10:00am – 12:00 noon

Meet at the middle bridge for general maintenance.
 Billy tea at 11:00
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Dear Friends,

[image: image3.wmf]Can you spare 4 hours a month?

That’s all it takes to be an active member of Friends of Damper Creek.  Although we currently have over 100 members who receive the monthly newsletter, only a very small percentage of volunteers regularly attend the meetings & working bees!    

By attending these events you can make a huge contribution to this great cause.  As the weather begins to improve it provides a great opportunity to get out of the house and do something for yourself, your community and your local environment.

As we are nearing the end of the working year for the Friends of Damper Creek group, we urge you take note of the following dates and make every effort to attend these important events.

Upcoming Events - keep these dates free!

October:

Wed 22nd:
Monthly meeting followed by 

Frog Census recordings at main pond.

Sun 26th:
Working bee – general maintenance.

November:

Wed 26th:
Monthly meeting followed by 

nocturnal nature walk.

Sun 30th:
Working bee followed by 

End of Year BBQ & 

10th Anniversary celebrations 

(further details in next newsletter).

Come along and get involved!


Frog Watch…

The results of the Autumn Frog Census 2003 are available on the Melbourne Water website 

www.melbournewater.com.au/frogs.

New key findings:

· A new recording of the Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog (Litoria fallax) common to coastal NSW & Queensland was found in Newport.  This frog is known to travel from its origins interstate in fruit boxes.

· An exciting discovery has been made of one of Victoria’s threatened frog species.  A population of Pseudophryne species has been recorded.  As the three Pseudophryne species found around Melbourne cannot be distinguished by the advertisement call alone, a follow-up visual search will be conducted to determine which species have been located. 

Bird Watch…


There has been a pair of Chestnut Teal Ducks in the main pond and Crimson Rosellas at the Park Road end of the park.
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At least two pairs of Tawny Frogmouths are currently nesting in the Reserve, one at the north side of Kevin Ryland’s property and the other at the rear of Di Carra’s property.  Kevin has noticed that the tawny frogmouth doesn’t appear to leave the nest at all during the day.  According to Michael Morcombe’s “Field Guide to Australian Birds”, these birds breed from Aug-Dec and after rain in arid regions.  The nest is a very rough, untidy, loosely constructed platform of large sticks lined with a few leaves in the fork from 2–15m up.  Clutch consists of 2-5 white, slightly glossy eggs.  Male incubates by day and female at night, for about 30 days.  Young leave nest aged about 4 weeks.  Tawny Frogmouths hunt mostly ground dwelling creatures, large insects, spiders, frogs, small mammals and ground birds. 

News Snippets…

Clay in creek…  Recently we have experienced a number of occasions when our creek has been discoloured by clay washed into the creek.  Although not serious, the clay particles are detrimental to the water plants and microbes as well as having a negative effect to the appearance of the stream.  Council have asked Members to report to them quantities of mud or clay seen on roads or gutters.  Excavation works or delivery trucks on new building sites etc may cause this. 

(Please phone James Paterson – 9518 3555). 

It has been observed that some members of the public have been pulling out plants that are not weeds.  Some examples are the climbing native Clematis and Kangaroo Apple.  If not sure of the identity as to plant or weed please take a sample and discuss with Bush Crew in person or leave in envelope (name and address supplied) at site sheds for identification and advice by Bush Crew.

A Storm-water drain has been installed at the rear of the Alice Street and Richard Road properties to improve health of trees (i.e. encourage deeper root growth and reduce nutrient loads).

Bell Bird Corner update… commencement of major works will be delayed due to continuing negations between City of Monash and Melbourne Water.

Woof!  There has been much discussion of late by Council and other groups concerning the issue of dog owners’ rights and responsibilities in public recreation areas.  Due to the limited number of designated off-leash areas in Monash, we have a large number of visiting dogs using the Reserve.  It is important therefore that we (and our dogs) set the standard by always keeping our dogs under control, picking up their droppings and keeping them out of the creek & bushland areas.  Tighter restrictions will surely follow unless we do the right thing.
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