look healthy following rain.

Stylidium graminifolium

Stylidium ….from Greek stylos, a column, referring to the united stamens and style. Graminifolium … from Latin gramineus, grass like, and folium, a leaf.

Stylidium is a genus of about 130 species, most of which occur in Australia with a few being found in Asia. They are known as “grass trigger plants” because of the unique, irritable flower column, which is triggered by insect visitors. The trigger remains cocked until an insect probes the flower and then springs upwards and deposits pollen on the back of the insect which then transfers the pollen to another flower.

S. graminifolium is a tufted, grass-like plant with leaves from 6-20 cm long. Numerous small pink (occasionally white) flowers occur on stalks from the centre of the grassy clump. This plant is on of the hardiest of the species and appreciates well-drained soils in a sunny or lightly shaded position. The plants also make excellent subjects for growing in containers.

Damper Creek Website

It has been updated, it has a new appearance, it’s full of interesting information, and it has great links to other websites. Have a look!

www.vicnet.net.au/~damper
January Working Bee

About 10 members came along to attack ivy infestations on the west side of the creek. They enjoyed a cool drink for morning tea. (It was decided that no fires should be lit during summer therefore Billy Tea is on hold until the colder weather arrives).

While sipping on our cool drinks on the central bridge, Helen pointed out a beautiful Trigger Plant out in flower just near the bridge. See more about Trigger Plants in our Plants of the Month section.
February Working Bee

Our next working bee falls on Sunday March 3rd. This is Clean Up Australia Day so we will be meeting at the Park Road car park before dispersing throughout the reserve to give it a total clean.

February Meeting

The next meeting of FDC is scheduled for Wednesday February 27th. 

Scott Clements, who has helped to modify our website, will attend. Scott will have information on our site and he will give assistance to members who would like to see the results of his work.

As mentioned earlier, we also hope to have a representative from the MFB to speak on fire management.

This will commence at 7:30 pm at the Alvie Road Hall and naturally, everyone is most welcome. We end the evening with a welcome cup of tea.
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Dear Friends, 

[image: image3.wmf]Summertime in Damper Creek Reserve generates distinctive characteristics with the plants and animals making an effort to survive the hot, dry season. A few days without rain and some of the plants droop or curl up their leaves to give them extra protection from the hot sun. This lessens the surface area of the leaves exposed to the sun and therefore amount of transpiration. Plants are then better able to retain some of the available moisture. Many indigenous plants have modified their leaves to accommodate for the hot Australian climate. These plants may have tiny leaves and many are quite tough so they do not lose excessive amounts of moisture.

The grasses dry off and flatten leaving a layer over the ground. This eventually rots down providing mulch that eventually delivers nutrients back into the soil. Before it rots down it remains as a source of fuel for fire. 

As we all know, fire in the Australian bush is dangerous but it some cases it is necessary for the survival of a number of plants. Some Australian trees and plants (for example banksias) produce hard woody fruits and seeds, which not only survive fire, but require fire to germinate. Fire also burns back undergrowth. Some species’ seeds are adapted to germinate only in the presence of those nutrients available after a fire’s burning. The presence of eucalypts can also dramatically affect the way a fire burns. The volatile oils in eucalyptus leaves rise above the vegetation in advance of a fire front, and can literally explode, ahead of man-made and natural firebreaks.

During this dry period we implore cigarette smokers to be extra vigilant if they are smoking while walking through the reserve. 

Residents living near bushland areas can take fire prevention measures such as ensuring that there is a firebreak at the rear of the property, planting slow burning native plants, regularly clearing leaves from gutters, installing watering systems or having long hoses, and having the emergency number programmed into your phone. 
News Snippets

Fire safety and management in the reserve was raised during our January meeting. The committee will discuss the matter with Council so we both have a clear understanding of the fire management plan for the park. We will also try to get a representative from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade to speak at our next meeting.

Mt Waverley North Primary School has approached Friends of Damper Creek about arranging a visit to the reserve and possibly a planting day. They will continue undertaking water watch and habitat studies within the Reserve this year.  The school is also interested in assisting with the Bellbird Corner restoration project. 
The Friends have applied to both Parks Victoria and Melbourne Water Community Grants for re-vegetation in 2002/2003.  If we are successful infill planting will occur along the creek and at the Stephensons Road end of the Reserve.  Infill planting will provide indigenous ground cover to block out weed species and will add in more small plants. 

Lisa Wakeling forwarded her frog recording in Damper Creek on Frog Identification Day to the Amphibian Research Centre.  She was able to identify three species - Pobblebonk, Southern Brown Tree Frog and Striped Marsh Frog and suspects that there may also be other species living near the Reserve. 

Monash Council's future priorities for Damper Creek Reserve are restoration of Bellbird Corner; replacing the steps down to the Bridge from Bengal Crescent; replacing the Stephensons Road litter trap, infill planting and increasing public awareness about improving water quality.  The timing for implementing these priorities is dependent on the availability of funds. 

Stage 1 restoration within Bellbird Corner will begin after Easter.  The $4000 from Melbourne Water will be used to plant on the high side of the creek.  The bushcrew will begin preparing the planting areas soon.  The creek bed restoration will not occur within the next year - a major weed removal program needs to occur first.  
Because our March working bee falls during Easter, we will transfer this working bee to the following Sunday (April 7th). This means there will be two working bees during April. At the second working bee on the 28th we will begin planting at Bellbird Corner.
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Our photographic records of Damper Creek’s development are fairly random. It was therefore decided to take regular photos at the same points to see the change over time. If you have already been doing this or you would like to volunteer your services – please contact Kevin Ryland.

Any ideas for a guest speak at our monthly meetings? Please contact Di Carra with your suggestions.

Contact telephone numbers for both Kevin and Di are listed in this newsletter.

Those amazing Black Pacific ducks are still producing ducklings. A mother was seen recently looking after a batch of seven new ducklings in amongst the reeds in the creek.

Plants of the Month

We have a few Christmas Bushes throughout the reserve and they have been showing their beautiful bell-shaped flowers recently. This plant is Prostanthera lasianthos and is described as a variable shrub or small tree from 2 m to 10 m high. Leaves are lanceolate to ovate to 10 cm. The white flowers appear in terminal sprays. These shrubs suffer badly during hot, dry spells but they soon















Clean Up Australia Day


Sunday March 3rd.


Meet at the Park Road car park from 10:00 am.


Everyone welcome and please bring the children along too.
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