 They usually hunt out all the other birds living in their area so maybe they left Bell Bird Corner all those years ago due to a loss of habitat or food source.
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Yes, we are coming to the end of our financial year so your annual subscription falls due on June 30th. To be a member of Friends of Damper Creek is still cost just $2:00 per person or $5:00 per family.

Please bring along your payment to the June meeting or to the June working bee, or you can drop it into one of the addresses listed in this newsletter.

Friends of Damper Creek Monthly Meeting

Wednesday June 26th 7:30 pm

Alvie Road Hall

Don’t miss this meeting because we are lucky to have Laurie St Ledger as our special guest speaker. Laurie has vast experience in the creation and use of National Parks. He will be talking on "Benefits of Parks to Community Health".

Friends of Damper Creek 

Monthly Working Bee

Sunday June 30th 10:00 am – 12 noon

This is National Tree Planting Day so come along an help us plant a tree.

Billy tea will be served at 11:00 am.  

We will be commencing planting in Bellbird Corner so meet at the junction of Sunhill and High Street Roads.

Wildlife at Night

Friends of Damper Creek members may be interested in seeing some of Australia’s unique nocturnal wildlife. We have discovered a company who conducts guided night tours of their conservation reserve. The company is called Moonlit Sanctuary Tours and it operates at Pearcedale (about 35 minutes from Mt Waverley). It is open Wednesdays to Sunday, the tours start at dusk and adults are $15 and children $9.

You will see native animals such as dunnarts, bettongs, quolls, pademelons, owls and bush-thicknees as well as our ubiquitous possums.

For bookings and information call 5978 7935 and look in our notice boards for more information.

Editors Note:

I have been only too pleased to research, design and write this monthly Damper Creek Doings newsletter and to maintain the notice boards for about the past five years. Dianne Carra has been helpful by collecting news and information and occasionally some other member kindly sends along an item to add to the newsletter. 

It’s time someone else was given a chance so I have decided to relinquish both these duties at the end of our financial year. Therefore this will be the second last newsletter I will produce. 

We are seeking someone to take over this role so if you would like to help please contact me. 

Ron Shaw
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Dear Friends,

At long last the rains have arrived. And what a difference they have made to the reserve. Everything is starting to look green once again and the creek has had a much‑needed flush of fresh water. When it rains the water flow cascades over the dam walls producing interesting sights and sounds that add enjoyment for the people walking along the creek.
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The foggy days create quite a different atmosphere along the creek and hundreds of spider webs suddenly become visible due to the droplets of moisture that they attract. The intricate designs can be seen when they catch the sunlight and they are quite beautiful. It is amazing just how many webs have been woven in and amongst the bushes with Prickly Moses appearing to be the most popular shrub with the spiders. 

It’s at this time when you walk through this reserve, you realise that The Friends of Damper Creek have helped to create a beautiful area of natural Australian Bushland. Congratulations to all those many members who have given freely of their time to help plant, weed, build and maintain Damper Creek Reserve. 

Remarks from a regular walker.
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During my daily walk along the paths of Damper Creek I look around and am amazed and delighted with the beauty of this area. It is such a pristine area so my eye is offended when I see litter on the path. Now I carry a small plastic bag with me and I pick up the sweets and chewing gum wrappers, the odd cigarette packet, an occasional can of alcoholic drink (why anyone would want to drink Bourbon while walking through Damper Creek is beyond me), tissues etc. and I drop the refuse into one of the rubbish bins.

I feel that my action helps maintain the beauty of the park for other walkers. Perhaps other people will follow my idea and in this way we can all enjoy a litter-free walk.

News Snippets:
We are rapidly approaching the end of our financial year and our Annual General Meeting in July. This will mark two years of having Dianne Carra as our president and in accordance with our constitution; she will be retiring from this position. We also anticipate that other people may wish to retire from their positions on the committee so we are looking for volunteers to take over these roles.

Please give this serious consideration and contact Dianne or Kevin if you would like to help in any way.

The interpretative signs that are to be placed at strategic points in the reserve are being manufactured now. They should be installed in the next month or so.
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We have been struggling to organise our Water Watch testing as each time we try to collect the kit from the Council, we find that one or more of the items are missing. We are urging the Council to appoint someone to assume the responsibility for making sure other users return all the components so that when we collect the kit, we are not prevented from testing the water in the creek.

Unfortunately there are some mindless people who use the reserve. We have had all sorts of scratches, stains and other markings made to the notice boards. Now someone has scratched initials in the plastic window of the Park Road notice board. The Stephensons Road notice board has not avoided being attacked either. Markings from the soles of a runner are on two of the plastic windows. Obviously someone has tried to kick in the plastic. We have been asking the Council to replace the vandalised plastic windows and now this request is even more urgent.
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At the May meeting it was decided to put on a lunch for the volunteers attending the August working bee.

We will be working and eating in Bellbird Corner just where Sunhill Road meets High Street Road so if you want to come by car it would be prudent for you to park in Sunhill Road.

The Frog Monitoring at the last meeting wasn't successful.  Obviously none of the 3 species of frog that breed in autumn live in Damper Creek. 
Council has advised the Friends that they may soon be carrying out some removal of some exotic trees from the Reserve.
Bell Bird Corner

This may not the official name of this small area on the corner of High Street and Stephensons Roads, but all the locals refer to it as Bell Bird corner. This is because about 10 years ago, as you walked past, you always heard the striking call of the local Bell Miners.
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Manorina melanophrys: These little birds are very ter​ritorial and tend to be found in large groups in any one area. They live in temperate rainforest ar​eas, woodland with shrubby, understory in gullies near rivers or creeks and also in well-treed suburban ar​eas. Their bell-like call is like a ‘tink’ and is quite unique.
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