News Snippets

Did you know that you could send a beautiful full colour postcard of Victoria’s magnificent scenery to your family and friends?  Simply log onto Parks Victoria web site at www.parkweb.vic.gov.au/ and click on Park Cards. This is a free service from Parks Victoria. Once you enter this site you will find lots of interesting information on our national, state and regional parks.

You may remember from our last newsletter of a report regarding someone dumping bags of rubbish in the Stephensons Road car park. This misdemeanor was reported to the authorities and justice has been served as an infringement notice was issued to the rubbish dumper.

Thanks to Mark Palma and Chris Gittens who talked about weed identification and removal at the April meeting.  We hope to include more information on weeds in the coming months as well as produce a weed brochure for local residents. 
You have probably noticed that Council have began preparing Bellbird Corner for planting.  Large areas of weeds have been cleared near the adjoining residences and the beds are now being mulched.  All we need now is some rain. 

Flocks of Swift parrots (endangered) have been sighted in Oakleigh near Scotchman’s Creek.  Keep an eye out for this special bird as there are estimated to be only 2000 left in existence.  

Friends have been successful in gaining a $3500 grant from Melbourne Water for more infill planting in the creek near Alvie Hall. 

There is an invitation to everyone from the Friends of Scotchman’s Creek / Valley Reserve to hear Geoff Durham (founder of the first Friends Group in Victoria) speak on "Happy Friends, Healthy Parks" on Thursday 23rd May at 7.30pm at Black Flat Community Centre, corner Waverley & Springvale Roads. 

Laurie St Ledger will be our special guest speaker at our June Meeting. The topic will be: "Benefits of Parks to Community Health".

Friends of Damper Creek Monthly Meeting

Wednesday May 22nd  7:30 pm

Alvie Road Hall

 Autumn Frog Census.  

Please bring your warm clothes for the night outing.
Friends of Damper Creek 

Monthly Working Bee

Sunday May 26th 10:00 am – 12 noon

Billy tea will be served at 11:00 am.

Weeding & maintenance - Meet at Palma's Plummett
Answers to our Damper Creek quiz:

1. 
c

2. 
d

3. 
b but some suggest the correct answer is d

4.
 a, b, c and d

5. 
a

6. 
d

7. 
b

8. 
a
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Dear Friends, 

April/May can be regarded as the ‘fungi months’ in Damper Creek. Over the past few weeks there have been hundreds of mushrooms with all shapes and sizes appearing throughout the reserve. If you are tempted to harvest these mushrooms just make absolutely sure they are safe to eat. 

Well, well! After years of requests, the drinking fountain has at long last been moved from its inaccessible site in amongst the vegetation, and it is now located just beside the walking track a few meters along from the Park Road entrance.

[image: image2.wmf]Damper Creek had another visit from a small group of Gang Gang cockatoos on April 29th.  They were seen (and heard) perching and flying around a tree not far from Park Road. Their call is very distinctive as is their colouring. It was in November last year when they last visited the reserve.

KNOW YOUR DAMPER CREEK 

Test your knowledge on Damper Creek by answering these questions.

1. How many seats are positioned throughout the reserve?

a. Five

b. Eleven

c. Thirteen

d. Seventeen

2. Acaena anserinifolia is the botanical name of:

a. Spiny headed  Mat-rush

b. Common reed

c. Trigger plant

d. Bidgee-Widgee

3. Damper Creek was named:

a. Because this area is much wetter than the surrounding creeks

b. Because an early settler called John Damper built his hut in the area

c. After the delicious damper Jeanette and Kevin Ryland cook for our annual barbecue

d. Because early settlers rested at the creek during their cattle drives to the Melbourne markets and cooked damper for their lunch 

4. People who allow their dogs to swim in the ponds are:

a. Destroying creek-dwelling animals

b. Inconsiderate

c. Breaking a by-law

d. Liable to be fined

5. The plant know as Prickly Moses was named:

a. As a corruption of Prickly Mimosa

b. Because Moses carried a stem of the plant 

c. After a local aborigine called Moses

d. After Frank Palma who can sometimes be ‘prickly’ and because it has been claimed that he looks at little like Moses

6. Estimate how many people walk through or use Damper Creek Reserve in a week.

a. About fifty

b. [image: image3.jpg]


More than seventy

c. Between two & three hundred

d. Between seven & nine hundred

7. The distance between the Park Road entrance and up to Stephensons Road is:

a. ¾ km

b. 1½ km

c. 3 km

d. 3¼ km

8. In what year did the original Damper Creek Friends successfully lobby to prevent Damper Creek becoming a covered drain and the Reserve subdivided for housing?

a. 1968

b. 1972

c. 1988

d. 1992

Find the answers on the back page.

The Great Fence Post Mystery Solved

Many of you have walked past the lone fence post in the middle of the East path along Damper Creek at the South end.  Some of you might also have wondered why it was there.   The answer is quite simple.  This post is on the original boundary between subdivisions 1192213 and 1274926 of Lot 58 that were established in the 1920's.  This old boundary generally followed the East side of the creek from Park Rd. to about the end of Richard St. and much of it now falls between the present fence line and the creek.  The old boundary had a slight bend in it and this point is still marked with another post that can be seen about 40m south of the little gate and about 12m inside the present fence. 


Many thanks go to Philip Johnstone for supplying this information.
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