News Snippets
Tarella Road Bridge is still awaiting repairs, however some of the safety netting has been removed and walkers are continuing to use the bridge.  Please take care if using the bridge whilst handrails are absent.  As well as replacing the handrails, repairs will also include some structural changes to improve the bridge design and create an even safer bridge.

Positions Vacant… The position of Secretary has still not been filled and a volunteer is urgently needed.  If you’ve been thinking about getting more actively involved, now is the time to act!  A “job-share” situation will also be considered.  

A volunteer is also needed to update the noticeboards.  

“July Working Bee” by Thomas Whiteside

On Sunday 28th of July we all got up early (well early-ish) to go to “Damper Creek Reserve for tree planting”.  

It all started at 10:00 and most of the 40 volunteers arrived on time except us, we were shocked by the beauty and mass of the place, we had expected a field like our local park and spent a while looking for the planting site.  After registering we soon got to work and within half an hour the new bed was taking shape.  

Finally it was 11:00, time for a morning tea of biscuits and… tea!  After reviving our energy we got back to work.  

After another hour approximately 4500 trees had been planted and the day was over!  All in all it was a great day!

Thomas is a cub with 1st Malvern Cubs and is working towards his “yellow chord” – the highest honour in cubs.  He has already done his bronze, silver and gold boomerang.  Thomas is 10 years old and will finish cubs at the end of this year.  Thank you and good luck, Thomas!

August Working Bee & BBQ


Approximately 15 volunteers attended the August working bee.  They planted around 1200 plants where a footpath had been removed, in an area behind residential housing at the end of Alice Street.  


The BBQ was well attended (over 40 people) considering it coincided with Fathers’ Day. Attendees included acting Major Cr Tom Morrissey and Bob Stensholt, MP (Burwood).

Friends of Damper Creek - Meeting

Wednesday 25th September 7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Bring warm clothes and a torch, as we will be heading down to the creek after the meeting to record frog calls for the Melbourne Water Spring Frog Census.

For more information on Melbourne Water’s Frog Census go to www.frogs.melbournewater.com.au or call 131 722.

Friends of Damper Creek - Working Bee 

Sunday 29th September  10:00am – 12:00 noon
Meet at the middle bridge for planting.  Morning tea will be served at 11:00am. 

Do you have a RED NEWSLETTER this month?  This indicates that your annual subscription is overdue.  If you wish to continue to be a member and receive the monthly newsletters please bring your payment to the next meeting or working bee or drop it into one of the addresses listed below.   ($2 per person or $5 per family)
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	President: 
	Frank Palma
	9807 5301

	23 Sunhill Road
	Mt Waverley
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	Graham Lawrence
	9807 9215
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	Mt Waverley
	

	Newsletter Editor:
	Lisa Wakeling
	

	31 Park Road
	Mt Waverley
	9830-8946
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Dear Friends,

Spring is in the air!  The spring flowers have begun to bloom, the most noticeable of course, being the prolific yellow blooms of the various wattles such as Acacia verticillata (Prickly Moses).   Their tiny yellow flowers add spectacular colour to the reserve and make wandering along the paths all the more enjoyable.  Pictures of some of the spring flowering natives are currently displayed on the noticeboards.
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The mild weather has offered us a taste of what is to come...  It will be interesting to see the how the flora & fauna of Damper Creek cope with the dry summer we are likely to have.


On Sunday 8th September a few lucky passers-by were delighted to observe the antics of a brood of ten tiny Pacific Black ducklings busily feasting on grass seeds on the nature strip next to the Park Rd entrance to the reserve.  Their mother did not partake in the feast but instead stood back on the footpath and allowed onlookers to come quite close to her brood.  The arrival of a friendly dog signalled the mother duck into action and she swiftly disappeared into the undergrowth with her offspring in tow!

Acacia verticillata. – Prickly Moses 

[image: image4.wmf]Distribution covers eastern Australia from Tasmania to Queensland.  Typically it is a small prickly shrub to small tree of 5m.  Phyllodes are green to dark green and needle like in whorls around stem.  Pale yellow flowers from July to October.  Pods are flat, often straight 2-7 cm.  Propagate from scarified seed or boiling water treatment.  May be pruned for compact growth if necessary. Good hedge plant. Frost hardy and  suitable for areas of low maintenance.  A great habitat plant for small birds!

Growing wattle

Sowing seed - Most wattle seeds can be sown in spring or early autumn into clean plastic pots, seed trays or any plastic container with holes for drainage punched through the bottom. A good potting mix is 1 part washed coarse river sand: 1 part peat moss, or any mix that will re-wet easily, drains well and is coarse enough for good aeration and drainage. To plant seeds simply scatter them over the mix and lightly cover with mix.  Once wattle seeds have grown their first true leaves they can be transferred into a tall pot. A cardboard milk container is a good shape for growing wattle seedlings.

Maintenance - Fertilising wattles is not generally considered necessary. Mulching should be undertaken to conserve moisture, keep the roots cool, restrict weed growth, reduce soil compaction and improve soil texture. Water only when plants are young or when older plants are showing signs of distress in a very dry period. Regularly tip prune young plants to encourage more compact bushes and prune regularly after flowering, unless seeds are required.

Buying wattles – Take care to only buy species of wattle that are indigenous to this area as they can be considered pest plants if grown outside their native environment.  Check with your local nursery to see which species of wattle are best in your area.  Take care when selecting plants from a nursery. Wattles have vigorous root systems so avoid large plants in small pots or plants with roots growing through the bottom of pots as they may be root bound and will not grow as well as a younger, smaller plant when put into the ground.

August Meeting

Thanks and congratulations to our guest speaker, Tristan Langdon, who gave an impressive presentation on the “Identification of Common Weeds in Damper Creek” as part of his Queens Scout Award.  As well as studying for his VCE, Tristan is a member of the 4th 11th Waverley Venturers and the Queens Scout Award is seen to be a pinnacle of achievement.  Fields of endeavour that must be covered for the award are Community Involvement, Adventurous Activities, Personal Growth and Leadership Development.  It is hoped that information and pictures from his project will be incorporated into the forthcoming weed brochure.  They will also appear in future newsletters (see below).

Pest Plants


What makes a pest plant?  According to Parks Victoria a pest plant or weed is one that grows in natural environments to which they don’t belong and include both exotic species and Australian natives occurring outside of their natural distribution area (eg: wattle!).

Weed of the month

Allium triquetrum (3 cornered garlic or angled onion).  This plant has three angled stems that grow up to 48 cm tall and has a strong onion like smell when the plant is crushed. The angled onion has bunches of white, drooping flowers that grow up to 1.5 cm long. It flowers from August to November. It is a garden escapee and it favours moist soils, especially around creek-lines and granite rocks. It is a serious bushland weed, as it can spread readily and take over the ground layer. Angled onion can be removed by hand pulling (making sure the bulb is pulled out too) or spot spraying before the flowers appear. Angled onion should not be confused with the native lilies Burchandia umbellata (milkmaids) and Calostemma purpureum (garland lily). Angled onion is native to the southern parts of Europe and northern Africa.
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