Panicles of bright blue, star-shaped, drooping flowers are produced in the summer. Deep blue berries follow the flowers. 

[image: image1.wmf]Proof from the past:
An old aboriginal burial ground in central Victoria re​vealed a Dianella leaf, split and twisted into a cord. In southern South Australia, people boiled the leaves to drink as a tea. The roots and blue fruits of some species are edible.

January Working Bee

Out first working bee falls on the day of the Men’s Final of the Australian Open (Sunday January 27th) however as we finish at 12 noon and the match does not start until 2:00 pm, you can come along and still see the match in the afternoon. Hope to see you there. Meet at the Bridge at 10:00am. There will be NO water watch demonstration however we will be doing some much needed weeding and general maintenance.

2002 Subscriptions

This is just another reminder that your membership subscriptions for 2002 became due last July.  The cost is still $2 for an individual or $5 for a family.

For convenience some members have asked if they can pay in advance for 2 or 5 years.  You can do this by contacting Romy Orfanelli.  

January Meeting

Now it is time to remind you all that our first meeting for 2002 is scheduled for Wednesday January 23rd. 

This will commence at 7:30 pm at the Alvie Road Hall and naturally, everyone is most welcome. We end the evening with a welcome cup of tea and a genial chat.
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Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year!  2002 promises to be another successful and exciting year for Damper Creek so we will be relying on your support.  

The main projects include finalising the interpretative signage and park notes, producing a weed brochure and indigenous plant list, and planting in Bellbird corner.  Also continuing involvement from local schools.  Mt Waverley Secondary College and Mt Waverley North Primary Schools are interested in using the creek as an outdoor classroom and being involved in the creek. 
Water Watch in Damper Creek failed to take off last year for various reasons.  If anyone wishes to be involved in water watch or to be the Damper Creek co-ordinator - please contact Di.  A training session can be organised. 

[image: image3.wmf]Rylands Rail is already being well used by walkers negotiating the steep path leading down to Palma’s Plummet Bridge. We did have a minor attack with graffiti on the rail in late December however this was quickly washed off by some kind person. Thank you whoever you were!

[image: image4.wmf]We have a wide variety of wildlife living in the Damper Creek Reserve. We normally hope that it is native wildlife so it was quite a surprise and a disappointment to hear a report of some rabbits spotted romping around in the grassland on the western slopes just near the rear of the houses in Park Road.
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Can we appeal to all you walkers? As you walk the paths please take a little time to pull out one or two invasive weeds. If everyone pulls out a couple of weeds every time they walk the paths, it will help maintain the bushland in an immaculate condition. Just make sure they are weeds and not native plants so perhaps you should concentrate on pulling out thistles and ivy. We also encourage you to pick up litter and place in one of the rubbish bins you will find at the entrances of Damper Creek Reserve.
Have you bothered to walk down Golf Avenue recently to seen how the plants we planted in Stage 8 have progressed? They are really doing well so it won’t be long before we have a magnificent corridor of native vegetation to entice more birds and animals into the creek area.

Receive Damper Creek Doings via Email

Are you sick of wasting paper? If you are interested in receiving this newsletter via email please let us know at our email address:

dampercreek@iprimus .com.au
November Meeting
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Following the meeting we walked down to the creek just on dusk, to record fog calls. This was needed to help with an annual frog survey. It was a beautiful night and we managed to record quiet a number of frog calls. Members should stay tuned for more information on the frogs in the creek, as Melbourne Water will be letting us know what was recorded.

The frog population of the creek is obviously on the improve judging by the number of croaks you can hear coming from the creek.

Members may be interested in looking at an excellent frog information site on this Internet site.

www.museum.vic.gov.au/bioinformatics/frog/ 

End-of-Year Barbecue

Our end-of-year barbecue last November was a little damp. Persistent rain throughout the morning seemed to deter members from coming along. (It was also the final day of the Davis Cup so this may have been another reason for the disappointing numbers). We must acknowledge Kevin O’Brien who graciously provided the shelter of his front porch, tables, chairs and his trusty barbecue. Thanks also to Brian Lydon who came along to cook up a magnificent selection of sausages and delicious steaks. Frank Palma and Ron Shaw prepared some salads to accompany the meats and all this was washed down with appropriate liquids. After a while the wet weather did not seem to be such a great problem and the 15 people enjoyed the function. As we were almost packed up we had a visit from our Mayor, Tom Morrissey. Tom had kindly rushed to see us from another appointment. He thanked Friends of Damper Creek for our on-going support and he wished everyone the compliments of the season.
Plants of the Month

The tree you will notice flowering during January is Bursaria spinosa, commonly known as Sweet Bursaria. This has masses of creamy-white scented blossoms and these flowers will be replaced by soft-green seedpods at the end of the branches. Known as Kurwan by the Yarra aborigines, these plants are growing well throughout the reserve. It provides food for caterpillars of Bright Copper, Eltham Copper and Dull Copper.

Dianella  – Flax Lily

These tender perennials, also known as Flax Lilies, are found wild in cool, moist forests of Tasmania and southeast Australia. You will notice their blue flowers on display right now through the creek area. Unfortunately some of our Flax Lily specimens are being attacked by an infestation of white fly and mealy bugs, which you will notice on the flower stems.

Dianella Tasmanica forms clumps of stiff, dark green, strap-shaped leaves. 
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