News Snippets

The Weed Brochure is currently at the printers and will be distributed to members of Friends of Damper Creek and to residents living close to Damper Creek.

Trawalla Road Bridge needs to be completely replaced.  Council is seeking quotes and funds to undertake the works.  The bridge will be closed for some time.

The Interpretive Sign near Palma’s Plummet has been badly vandalised.  Council is seeking quotes to replace this sign and to move it to a better location.

WANTED… any relevant and interesting colour photos, posters or information for the noticeboards.

As you may have noticed the steps leading down from Bengal Crescent to the middle bridge are undergoing major renovations.  Council has accepted a tender to build the stairs and they should be completed soon.

Riversdale Golf Course has received a grant from Melbourne Water to undertake stream improvement works along Damper Creek.  The golf course is undertaking bank and bed works and will be planting indigenous plants.

Noticeboards are in a bad state and need urgent repair.  The committee will be taking this up with Council and will offer to assist with the repair costs to speed up the process. 

Fire Safety was raised as a concern at the October meeting.  It will be raised with Council to ensure that firebreaks are clear and maintained.  Individuals also need to ensure that their properties are maintained (refer additional information sheet).

Damper Creek Photo Competition

The winner of the Primary School Prize was Adam Hourigan (Year 5) from Essex Heights Primary School.  His photo shows three ducks swimming on the main pond near the Park Road entrance.  Adam will receive a $50 book voucher.  Congratulations Adam!

Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 27th November  7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Our guest speaker is Lisa Burkitt from Monash Council.  Appropriately, she will be discussing water conservation.   

This will be our last meeting for 2002.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

& End of Year BBQ

Sunday 1st December   10:00am – 12:00 noon
Meet at the middle bridge (Palma’s Plummet) for general maintenance & weeding followed by our end of year BBQ at the end of Alice Street.  RSVP 27.11.02

 (Refer additional information sheet)

Red Newsletter…?  

This indicates that your subscription is overdue.  Please forward you payment to one of the addresses listed below.    ($2 per person or $5 per family)

THANK YOU… to all the members who have recently paid their overdue subscriptions
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Dear Friends,
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Despite the lack of rain recently, the animals of Damper Creek continue to enjoy the necessities of life provided by the reserve.  Bird and sugar glider boxes are in demand and the bushcrew have reported a healthy population of sugar gliders.  Rainbow lorikeets are nesting in boxes near the playground and a kookaburra has also been seen using the box near the pond.

The importance of nesting boxes

A high proportion of Australian birds and mammals are dependent on hollows in trees for nesting and shelter. The number of suitable nesting hollows in trees is declining throughout Victoria. Trees are dying and falling over and very few trees are becoming the age at which hollows form. It can take over 120 years for suitable hollows to develop in a eucalypt tree. There is also a huge trade in the older trees for firewood, which is recognized as a major reason for the decline in some woodland species. Nesting boxes provide an important supplement to naturally occurring hollows in urban areas.   A number of native birds and mammals frequently come into urban areas to feed from native trees planted in suburban gardens. However they are unable to breed due to the lack of sufficient nesting hollows.  Native species that use nest boxes include Bats, Possums, Sugar Gliders, Parrots and other birds such as Tree-Creepers, Owlet nightjars, Owls, Pardalotes, Kookaburras and even some ducks. 

Sugar Glider: Petaurus breviceps 

As mentioned, the Sugar Glider population in Damper Creek is doing well and nesting boxes are in demand.  The Sugar Glider is a small arboreal marsupial mammal.  It is silver grey in colour; about 200mm long and weighs less than 150 grams.  The sugar glider is one of a number of volplaning (gliding) possums and is widely distributed throughout northern and eastern Australia, including Tasmania. Their remarkable ability to glide is achieved through a flap of loose skin, which extends between the fifth finger of the hand to the first toe of the foot. The animal launches itself from a tree, spreads its limbs to expose the gliding membrane and directs its glide through subtle changes in the curvature of the membrane. The possum can glide for up to 100 metres.   The species rarely descends to the ground, presumably gliding serves as both an efficient means of locomotion and an effective way of reducing the risk of predation. 

Sugar gliders have a sweet tooth - their diet consists of flower nectar, acacia gum, eucalypt sap and insects. One study of a Victorian population showed that individuals spent about 43% of their foraging time feeding on gum, 12% on eucalypt sap and 28% on searching for invertebrates.  It has been found that eucalypts that have Sugar Gliders living on them are healthier than those without. This is because of the large numbers of insect pests that they consume.  


Breeding occurs during the winter and spring months, with two young being the normal litter size. Young spend about 70 days in the pouch before being left in the nest.  They can live up to 9 years in the wild and for as long as 12 years in captivity. 


Sugar gliders are highly social -- at least as far as marsupials go -- with nests often comprising up to seven adults and their young. Huddling together serves the nest occupants well during spells of cold weather, although the species is also capable of becoming torpid during cold weather, that is, its body temperature, heart rate and blood pressure drop for a few days at a time while the animal is in a state similar to hibernation. 

The sugar glider is well endowed with scent glands, which presumably allow territorial marking and individual recognition of family members.  The species appears to be secure in Victoria, due to conservation in parks, reserves, and roadside areas.

Monash’s Green Waste Program

Lynelle Mark from Monash’s Green Waste Program was the guest speaker at the October meeting.  She explained that all councils have to reach targets set by the government to reduce the amount of rubbish going to landfill and that in the future landfill costs will rise.  One of the ways Monash is reducing landfill is via its green waste program as 40% of all rubbish collected is green waste.


Any garden waste (ie branches, prunings, leaves, grass clippings and weeds – even ivy) can be put into the green waste bins.  Soilpower is the company that processes the waste into a premium mulch / compost.  It is very important not to put other things in the bin as this contaminates the load and is very costly, as the entire truckload must be rejected.  Council is trying to reduce contamination via increased inspections (installing a camera within the truck, employing a “bin cop” to check bins prior to pick up and employing a visual inspector at the tip), community education, and enforcement (rejection notices on contaminated bins and removal of repeat offenders bins).  


The green waste is crushed and chipped at the tip to increase the surface area and to get the right mix of water content and nitrogen.  This helps reduce pathogens.  It is stored in windrows at a temperature of 55-60 degrees for a week to kill the bad pathogens and weed seeds.  The temperature is very important.  If the mix becomes too hot then it becomes sterile and open to other forms of contamination.  The heap is then turned three times a day for 21 days to aerate.  There are then settling and screening processes before it is bagged as a finished product.  It is very important that the finished product is used by Council and purchased by users (sold at the council Transfer Station) as this generates the demand that makes recycling cost effective.  The end product is clean and sustainable.


All Monash residents will have received the new Waste Services Handbook, which outlines what is acceptable green waste.  Please contact the council for additional copies.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION…!

An Opportunity to Participate in Research!

Dr Mardie Townsend and Ms Cecily Maller from Deakin University are conducting some research on the health and wellbeing benefits of membership of a Friends of Parks group, in this case Friends of Damper Creek.  

Participation involves a 45 minute interview during 2nd – 13th December at a time and place that suits you!  If you have any questions or you would like to be interviewed, please contact Mardie ph 92517278 email mardie@deakin.edu.au, or Cecily ph 92517320 email cecily@deakin.edu.au. 

A detailed description of the research project will be posted on the noticeboards for those interested in participating.
Thank you!

January meeting & working bee cancelled…

It has been decided to forego the January meeting and working bee due to it coinciding with Australia Day.  There will also be no January Newsletter.  Therefore, the first meeting of the new year will be held on 26th February followed by the working bee on Sunday 2nd March.
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Wishing you all a safe & relaxed summer break!

The Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc.

invite you to join us 
for our end-of-year BBQ

on Sunday 1st December 2002

to celebrate another successful year.

Lunch will be held at the end of 

Sunhill Road/Alice Street at 12.15pm after the November Working Bee.

Food will be provided

BYO chairs and drinks.

RSVP by 27th November 

to Frank on 9807 5301.
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Lunch is sponsored by the

City of Monash.


Summer Fire Safety

Each year over the summer season the MFESB (Melbourne Fire and Emergency Services Board) is called to over 200 grass and scrub fires in the metropolitan area.  The following information is provided to assist residents, especially those whose properties border Damper Creek Reserve.

During a grass or scrub fire a house may be damaged or even lost due to one or more of the following:

· The radiant heat of the approaching fire,

· Direct flame contact with fences, overhanging branches and trees that are in close proximity to a building,

· Sparks, embers, burning debris landing on or blown against the house.

To minimise the risk of a fire caused by sparks or embers during a grass or scrub fire…

· Keep doors and windows shut to keep out smoke.

· Use a dust mask or damp handkerchief to reduce smoke inhalation and wear goggles to protect your eyes from smoke.

· Block downpipes and fill gutters with water.

· Don’t leave doormats or furniture outside where sparks or embers may lodge.

· Prevent embers from entering the roof space or under a building.

· Have a torch available for use in case of power loss or for checking around the outside of buildings.

To minimise future problems…

· Don’t leave timber or rubbish stacked against the back or side fence, especially if that fence is between you and the reserve.

· Keep areas around and under the house and sheds clear of combustible materials.

· Remove branches overhanging the house or outbuildings such as sheds or garages.

· Keep your BBQ well maintained and free from gas leaks and built up fat.

Always have an evacuation plan for you and your family.

www.mfbb.vic.gov.au
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